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REPORTS OF FEDERATION OFFICERS 





tors, delegates and members of the 

Millers’ National Federation was 
held on Friday, April 13, at the Hotel 
La Salle, Chicago. A report of the pro- 
ceedings at this meeting appears on p. 168 
of this issue. Herewith are published in 
full the reports of the officers and chair- 
men of standing committees, as presented 
at the meeting: 


-Address of President Samuel Plant 


We are called together for this, the fif- 
teenth annual meeting of directors, dele- 
gates, and members of the Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation; under the most trying 
conditions and strenuous circumstances, 
both industrially and politically. Millers 
have been called upon to consider some of 
the most vexatious problems in the history 
of the industry; what with international 
strife abroad, continually higher and 
higher prices for the raw material and 
supplies used in the manufacture of flour, 
ever-increasing unforeseen and incidental 
expenses of all kinds and from all direc- 
tions, almost complete paralysis of the 
great transportation systems of our coun- 
try, and relatively the smallest crop in the 
country’s history to work with, the lot of 
the members of our organization has been 
anything but an easy one the past 12 
months. 

While it may be true that a number of 
our members who are in position to par- 
ticipate in the demand created by this 
great war in Europe have had an excep- 
tional season and have operated at a full 
average capacity, there probably are num- 
bers of, us who ng found conditions get- 
ting more and more intolerable, and who 
are looking forward to and hoping for 
some relief, which, unfortunately, does 
not seem now to be even in our far dis- 
tant vision, 4 

In view of the situation that prevails, I 
want to caution all millers to look well to 
their item of cost of production. This has 
been a subject of very interesting discus- 
sion among you for many years, and 
elaborate charts and memoranda of ex- 
penses have been unfolded and much good 
has resulted in teaching millers how to 
account for and classify the current and 
ordinary expenses of conducting the mill 
and office, but who is there among us today 
that can programme these daily occurring 
unforeseen expenses and put us in the way 
of anticipating the proper cost of our 
production? 

Fach sueceeding monthly or quarterly 
cut-off shows many of us that we have not 
included nearly enough in our figured cost 
per barrel to cover these increasing ex- 
penses, and as preparedness is the keynote 
of the hour, it es us to anticipate 
this increasing cost of carrying on trade 
during these strenuous times and add 
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enough to our figured cost to cover all 
these items of peradventure. 

It is well that we have had the strength 
of this association to assist us during the 
past year; many questions of vital impor- 
tance to us have arisen and been cared 
for by the good offices of our organization ; 
your committees have been particularly 
active, and you will note from the reports 
of these, and that of the secretary, that 
there has been much to do, and that much 
has been done. I believe,  amgng that 
we can congratulate ourselves on the or- 
ganization we have perfected, and look 
forward with much confidence to the solv- 


ing of many of the problems that are of 
mutual and national interest to us as 
millers. ‘ 

To keep our association at its full 


strength there should be a growing feeling 
of confidence between the different sec- 
tions that we represent as a whole. While 
it is true that we are supposed to deal with 
questions only of national and _ interna- 
tional importance, it does not follow that 
there are not questions of sectional con- 
cern where the helping hand of this body 
can be extended to that federated section 
and produce a result that will in the end 
be beneficial to all; and who is it that can 
undertake to say that, in the consideration 
of certain Suge ive subjects that may 
seem at first thought sectional in their na- 
ture, we may not, after mature delibera- 
tion, find them to be of mutual interest 
and benefit to every member of our asso- 
ciation? ; 

I believe we should all feel that we can 
freely and fully discuss any and all sub- 
jects, and not fear that any small majority 
of this body is going to take any action 
that will not redound to the credit of all. 
I do not believe there is a member among 
you who does not feel that decisive action 
of any moment will not be undertaken by 
this organization unless it is’ by almost if 
not quite unanimity of opinion; we have 
for our watchward and slogan the strong- 
est foundation upon which it is possible to 
build any organization, and some fifteen 
years ago our esteemed predecessors 

lanned well when they pledged the mem- 
rs of this association to a work “Not 
for self, but for all.” 

Co-operation should be our keenest de- 
sire, and when suggested changes in con- 

ackage differentials, selling terms 
or trade usages of any kind do not seem 
to quite suit our particular ideas, let us 
try to conform to them so they may be 
established as a unit of trade tendency. 
I feel that one of the greatest benefits 
this association has ever secured to its 
members is the establishing of certain 
territorial age differentials, and be- 
lieve the full proof that we are advancing 
in unity of purpose will be the establishing 
of one set of package differentials for the 
entire United States, 

I do not want to take up any of your 
good time dwelling on the subjects pro- 
grammed for this meeting; it is for you to 
say what you want done with them, but I 
do want to speak of the meeting at Hol- 
lister. The committee’s second trip there 
was more interesting than the first; the 
country in and around Hollister is more 
beautiful than I can describe, and this 
camp meeting, with fishing, is going to 
offer a grand gee | for the millers 
to get together. It will be one of the 
features of our year’s work, and I do hope 
that you will attend in t numbers. 
There will be pleasant and very satisfac- 
to accommodations for any number, 
and you need not fear that you will not be 
well taken care of. Let us make the Hol- 


lister meeting a record in numbers, good 
fellowship and work accomplished. 





Secretary Husband's Report 

In common with all other industries, 
general conditions in the -milling busi- 
ness have been much upset during the 
past few months; in addition to inade- 
quate transportation and other adverse 
conditions affecting trade generally, mill- 
ers have suffered through the shortage of 
milling wheat, and have been, in addition, 
subjected to much unwarranted criticism 
by a certain class of legislators as well as 
by sensational newspapers and magazines. 


ATTACKS ON WHITE FLOUR 


These have been numerous and varied, 
and have emanated from many sources, 


from the federal government to the ac-. 


knowledged food crank. It is to be re- 
gretted that a more rigid censorship is not 
observed over publications issued by the 
United States Department of Agriculture; 
an instance of this is the publication in 
the department’s “Weekly News Letter” 
of Nov. 1, 1916, of an articlé on potato 
bread. 

The writer of this article stated that a 
mixture of 3 lbs of potatoes and 214 lbs 
of wheat flour makes a bread as tasty and 
as nutritious as bread made entirely from 
wheat flour, and that it could be made 
cheaper. Potatoes have been sold from $2 
to 3.50 per bu during the entire winter, 
and their use in the making of bread must 
necessarily add to its cost. 

In a letter to the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture we challenged these statements with 
reference to the cost of such bread, as 
well as its nutritive value, supporting 
our statements by figures to prove that 
the position of the department was not 
correct. We have had no explanation, but 
the article complained of has been copied 
by many other publications, and, of 
course, carries weight as being a govern- 
ment publication. 

In the February issue of The Ladies’ 
Home Journal, an article by Dr. Philip B. 
Hawk attacked white flour, referring to 
white bread as a “broken reed” rather 
than the staff of life. We at once took the 
matter up with the publishers of The 
Ladies’ Home Journal, who, in turn, re- 
ferred our letter to Dr. Hawk. In his 
reply, Dr. Hawk referred as proof of his 
statement to the publication, by Carl 
Voegtlin, in Report of Public Health 
Service, of an article reflecting on white 


‘flour. 


If there ever was a criticism of white 
flour made by a man entirely unfamiliar 
with its process of manufacture, past and 
present, that of Voegtlin claims that dis- 
tinction; and, as you are aware, we chal- 
lenged many of his statements when made, 
and none of our criticisms have been 
answered by Voegtlin or any one else con- 
nected with the Public Health Service. 
Yet, because Voegtlin is an employee of 
the United States Public Health Service, 
Dr. Hawk quotes his statements and_dis- 
misses the subject as concluded. 

The readers of The Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal have reason to ect results of orig- 
inal research in the department in which 
this article was published, and it is un- 
fortunate alike for the miller and the 
baker that the readers of that magazine 
have no way of ascertaining upon what a 
weak foundation some of the positive as- 
sertions concerning flour are based. 

The publishers of The Ladies’ Home 
Journal have been made familiar with the 
injustice done to millers and bakers, but 
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there is apparently no intention to make 
amends. Your secretary asks the board 
for instructions as to how the matter is to 
be handled. 

While these attacks have been annoying, 
it is gratifying to find disinterested au- 
thorities coming out in defense of white 
flour and white bread. Dr. H. E. Bar- 
nard, State Dairy and Food Commissioner 
of Indiana, in a recent address defended 
white bread, and, with his consent, the 
Federation has distributed more than 
50,000 copies of extracts from his address. 

Professor E. W. Rockwood, of Iowa 
University, has recently, in a public ad- 
dress, advocated increased use of flour, 
pointing out to the public the advantages 
in substituting flour for potatoes. 

An unsolicited’ indorsement of white 
flour appeared in an editorial in the Kan- 
sas City Star of March 7. We have re- 
printed this, as well as Professor Rock- 
wood’s article, and distributed them. We 
still have a number of copies, and propose 
to send these to all members of the Fed- 
eration. . 
FINANCES OF MEMBERSHIP 

Thanks to the fine teamwork of the 
Federation Committee on Finance and 
Membership, our finances are in splendid 
shape. This committee, under the direc- 
tion of its chairman, Dwight M. Baldwin, 
Jr., has conducted a very successful cam- 
paign to secure additional subscriptions 
to the Federation. 

As a result of the committee’s efforts, 
108 members have pledged annual pay- 
ments. of $6,584 for three vears, while 23 
members. paid $1,225 for one year; in 
some cases members following the latter 
course explained that it was contrary to 
their eg ys policy to make pledges in 
advance, but invited correspondence next 
year and the following year if the need 
for additional funds existed. Your secre- 
tary desires to acknowledge, with thanks, 
the co-operation of Mr. Baldwin’s com- 
mittee. 

No concerted effort to increase mem- 
bership has been made, due to the fact 
that the humber of matters requiring at- 
tention of your secretary did not permit 
our launching a campaign of this kind. 
The preliminary data has been prepared, 
however, and we hope to proceed in this 
work in the near future. 


PACKAGE DIFFERENTIALS 

The revised package differentials for 
western, southwestern, southern and south- 
eastern territory were published as of 
Oct. 27, 1916. These represent the dif- 
ferentials for the new ccusolidated terri- 
tory approved by the Federation at the 
semi-annual meeting last October. 

At that meeting the Federation Com- 
mittee on Package Differentials was in- 
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structed to consider revised package dif- 
ferentials for northwestern territory and 
eastern territory. This was taken up by 
correspondence, and revised differen 
for these two territories were published, 
bearitig date of Jan. 1, 1917. 

There has been a growing sentiment in 
favor of one package differential for the 
entire country. This subject has received 
consideration by your committee, and will 
doubtless be referred to in the report of 
its chairman. 

Members will be interested to learn 
that, in answer to an inquiry, Frank F. 
Reed, of Federation counsel, recently ad- 
vised that the issuance of package dif- 
ferential cards by the Federation was 
entirely legal, and he expressed the opin- 
ion that the Federation’s activities in this 
respect would be approved by the Federal 
Trade Commission as being in line with 
the avowed policy of that Commission. 


UNIFORM SALES CONTRACT 


The Federation sales contract seems to 
be growing in favor, as a number of mills 
have adopted it during the past year. We 
have suggested to the Federation com- 
mittee’ that the carrying charge for flour 
and feed as now shown be revised, and 
that a line be added to the contract to in- 
dicate that no sale is binding until con- 
firmed by the mill. These matters will 
probably be referred to in report of com- 
mittee; they are submitted here as a basis 

_ for discussion, ° 


TRANSPORTATION 


Transportation seems to have been the 
keynote of millers’ difficulties during the 
past six months. Car shortages, embar- 
goes, restrictions as to destination of cars, 
etc., combined to create a situation that 
was almost unbearable. Several delega- 
tions of millers called upon railroad man- 
agers demanding relief, with limited suc- 
cess. It seemed as if entire systems were 
demoralized or had. broken down under 
unusual conditions. Numerous investiga- 
tions were conducted and several plans of 
relief suggested by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, but none afforded 
more than temporary relief. 

The Federation issued a bulletin sug- 
gesting the maximum loading of cars of 
flour and feed as one method of relieving 
the general situation. The advent of good 
weather has brought some improvement, 
and carriers now express the hope that 
conditions will continue to improve. 

For several days during the past month, 
carriers declined to accept any freight, 
owing to threatened strike of railroad 
employees throughout the country. This 
was averted by the railroad Se 
being prompted by a desire to do nothing 
that would interfere with the operation 
of rail lines during a national crisis such 
as existed at that time. 

The United States Supreme Court 
has upheld the Adamson Law, and as a 
result the railroads must pay their em- 
ployees upon the basis of an eight-hour 
day, dating from Jan. 1, 1917. According 
to figures submitted by carriers, this in- 
crease in wages will mean an inc 
expense of at least $50,000,000 annually, 
and they claim that the present rates wiil 
not warrant such an additional outlay. 

Some roads have already taken steps to 
secure a general increase, while all the rest 
admit that this will be necessary. Any in- 
crease allowed, however, should be on a 
unform basis; if so applied, it will not be 
a heavy burden on any class or any in- 
dustry. 

The carriers recently filed tariffs Pe 
posing a revision of reconsigning and di- 
version charges. These changes were op- 
posed by shippers generally, and a hearing 
was held before the Suspension Board of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
beginning March 10, the Federation bein 
represented as a member of the Nation 
Industrial Traffic League. The hearin 
extended over three days, with the result 
that the tariffs were suspended until July 
13, pending investigation and hearing. 

question of revision of demurrage 
rules has attracted much attention from 
carriers and shippers during the past few 
months. Conferences were recently held 
between a committee of the American 
Railway Association and a committee of 
the National Industrial Traffic League, in 
an effort to agree upon a basis satisfac- 
tory to both interests. 

A tentative draft of revised rules has 
been submitted by the National Industrial 
Traffic League, but the subject was of 
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such importance that it was deemed ad- 
psetatbedysie Sages ngage oe Bard 
discussion before stating the Federation’s 
views. The proposed dings affect de- 
murrage charges and the average agree- 
ment; the subject will be brought to your 
attention during the meeting. 

In the numerous matters that have come 
up in regard to tr. rtation, your sec- 
retary has had the benefit of the advice 
and co-operation of Mark N. Mennel, 
chairman of Committee on Transporta- 
tion, and his assistance has been most 
valuable. . 


EXPORT TRADE 


Each day, during the last six montlis, 
seemed to bring a new export problem. In 
addition to the difficulties brought about 
by car shortage, embargoes, etc., export- 
ing millers were confronted with new situ- 
ations peculiar to that branch of the busi- 
ness, and as there were no precedents to 
guide them, each had to be worked out as 
a distinct proposition. 

As a result of the withdrawal of the 
free-time privilege at seaboard on export 
flour, many millers were subjected to loss, 
and although every effort was made to 
arrange shipments so as to avoid storage, 
the unusual transportation conditions pre- 
vented, and some mills were presented 
with heavy storage bills. During the last 
few months, inland carriers refused to 
issue through export bills of lading unless 
shippers signed agreements to pay such 
storage as might accrue on flour after the 
expiration of the 15-day free storage 
period. 

During January the carriers filed tariffs 
providing for a still further reduction of 
free time on export flour to five days. The 
Federation filed a protest with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, and secured 
the suspension of these tariffs until June 
1, pending hearings and investigation. We 
employed H. G. Wilson, commerce coun- 
sel, of Toledo, to represent the Federa- 
tion, and at the hearings on this case at 
New York, March 21-24, he appeared and 
examined witnesses and argued the case. 

Documentary evidence was _ secured 
from ‘millers in -séveral sections, and this 
was presented, in addition to verbal testi- 
mony, by Mark N. Mennel, chairman of 
Federation Committee on Transportation; 
F. H. Price, export agent; Richard Baus- 
man, of Washburn-Crosby Co; Charles L. 
Roos, of Hunter Milling Oe 
Kansas, and E. A. Warner, of Pillsbury 
Flour Mills Co. ; 

In addition to protesting against the 
further reduction of free time, federation 
counsel attacked the right of carriers to 
assess any charges whatsoever, in addition 
to the rate agreed upon, on flour moving 


for export under through export bill of. 


lading. This question has been discussed 
among exporting millers and railroad 
managers for some time, and your officers 
decided to bring it up at this time in con- 
nection with this storage case, and get a 
decision on its merits from the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

When the British authorities decided to 
adopt a new standard for flour, the Fed- 
eration office received a request from the 
British Embassy at Washington, that we 
ascertain whether American millers were 
in position to manufacture and offer such 
a product. We secured the necessary in- 
formation by wiring exporting millers in 
various sections, and promptly submitted 
it. Our action in this matter was much 
appreciated by the British authorities, 
and helped to establish a basis that has 
been of advantage to our members. 

Millers trading with Scandinavian buy- 
ers have been confronted with unusual 
difficulties. The steamship service - bei 
very limited, rates were almost prohibitive 
and frequently were advanced overnight. 
Much delay was experienced in securing 
from the British Embassy the necessa 
navicerts, or letters of assurance, whic 
documents must be filed with the steam- 
ship lines before the flour will be accepted. 

n February the American agent of the 
Norway-Mexico Gulf Line at New Or- 
leans notified millers of the cancellation 
of all ocean space for which navicerts had 
not been received. Many thousands of 
sacks of flour were at New Orleans or in 
transit, and failing to secure relief from 
the departments of State and Commerce, 
it was determined to send a committee to 
Washin . Accordingly, George S. 
Milnor, of Sparks Milling Co., Alton, Ill; 
E. C. Andrews, of Kehlor Flour Mills Co., 
St. Louis, and E. V. Hoffman, of Kansas 


Flour - Mills Co. Kansas City, accom- 


oe an secretary to Washington on 


This committee called upon the officials 
of the British Embassy and upon the 
Norwe, and Danish ministers, and ex- 

the difficulties under which this 

was being conducted. The Nor- 
wegian minister at once cabled his govern- 
ment, urging that pressure be brought to 
bear u Norwegian owners of the 
stea ip line; as a result, all the ocean 
contracts were reinstated for three weeks, 
allowing the movement of a very large 
volume of flour, as the visit of our com- 
mittee tothe British Embassy was fol- 
lowed by the issuance of navicerts which 
had been held up for some time. 

This committee has since been engaged 
in trying to secure an extension of time in 
which to procure navicerts, but the steam- 
ship line takes the position that three 
weeks is the limit of time which can be 
allowed. 

In order to provide against a repetition 
of trouble of this character, and with a 
view to safeguarding the interests of mill- 
ers, a proposed revision of selling terms to 
Scandinavia was considered by the Feder- 
ation Committee on Export Trade, and the 
following basis for sales to Scandinavia 
was issued from the Federation office to all 
flour exporters on March 19, and on that 
day cabled to the Norwegian National 
Association of Grain and Flour Importers 
at Christiania, with a request to that or- 
ganization to send copies to all other rec- 
ognized buyers’ ‘associations and guilds in 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark: 

“Irrevocable credit. Buyer responsible 
cover war risk insurance. Shipment from 
mill according to contract or soonest pos- 
sible after letter of assurance obtained. 
Seller not responsible for freight contract 
if canceled or altered beyond his control. 
Buyer responsible for all consequences 
arising from whatever embargoes caused 
by any government or transportation com- 
pany influencing or controlling shipments. 

“Buyer to assume all conse- 
quences arising should letter of assurance 
be delayed or unobtainable. Should ship- 
ment from mill be prevented by any rea- 
son beyond seller’s control, sellers shall be 
entitled to full invoice amount against de- 
livery of warehouse proof or his guaranty 
that are y for shipment, but 
must be held at buyer’s disposal for buy- 
er’s account and risk.” 

The short wheat crop and other ad- 
verse conditions have had the effect of 
materially reducing the exports of both 
flour and wheat during the present crop 
year. The exports of fidur for eight 
months ending February, 1917, were 7,666,- 
881 bbls, compared with 9,957,651 for a 
similar period a year ago. Wheat exports 
for eight months ending February, 1917, 
were 100,550,186 bus, compared with 
118,998,847 for the same period last year. 

The suggestion has again been advanced 
of discrimination in ocean rates, in favor 
of wheat as inst flour, to ports in the 
United Kingdom. For several weeks 
great difficulty has been experienced by 
millers in securing quotations for ocean 
space, steamship agents stating that- little 
or no ocean room was available for flour, 
and the rate quoted, subject to confirma- 
tion, was $1 per 100 Ibs. At the same 
time there appears to be no difficulty in 
making shipments of wheat. We Love 
been unable to information as to the 
rate under which wheat is being carried, 
as all grain is now being carried for Euro- 
pean governments. 

In accordance with our arrangement 
with the National Association of Flour 
Importers, London, we advised the secre- 
tary of that organization of the situation 
as we found it. It is probable that organi- 
zation will also have Nifficulty in obtaining 
information as to ocean rates on wheat, 
but we felt that, being advised of the con- 
ditions, the British r importers were 
in better position to cope with the situa- 
tion than we were. 

At the semi-annual meeting last Octo- 
ber there was referred to the Federation 
Committee on Export Trade the question 
of considering a bill for facilitating the 
exportation of flour milled from imported 
wheat. The committee gave some consid- 
eration to the subject, ‘and a tentative 
measure was dra as a basis for discus- 
sion. As the p measure did not 
meet with approval in one section, the 
committee decided to defer further con- 
sideration of the subject, pending a full 
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discussion at this meeting and at the 


‘Mass Convention in May. 


During the year we have issued nume,- 
ous. bulletins on export subjects, and i 
sending these out we have observed oi; 
previous plan of mailing them to all ex- 


tds of flour, whether members of t})c 


ederation or not, as we felt it would |). 
to the advantage of the export trade {, 
place in the hands of all exporters suc}; 
information as our bulletins contained. 


LEGISLATION 


From the standpoint of the miller, o- 
of the most important laws passed by tl..- 
last Congress was the Pomerene law, 
ferring to bills of lading. This law ly 
came effective Jan. 1, 1917, but the carrier 
have announced that they contemplate. 1. 
change in the form of bill of lading i, 
use before that date. Some of the carriers 
are placing their own interpretation upo:, 
certain features of the Pomerene lay 
which may affect millers; this is with sp: 
cial reference to what constitutes weig! 
ing facilities that are “adequate an 
available.” 

They have announced that under the 
new law the shipper is entitled to a clea, 
bill of lading o va f when cars have bec 
weighed upon track scales, officially test«:| 
at frequent intervals. They take the pos' 
tion that hopper scales are not “adequat«” 
or “available”; that being generally loca'- 
ed in the upper floor of a plant, they ar 
not easily accessible, and as a car of grain 
is loaded by many drafts of a hopper 
seale, any inaccur in the scale would 
be multiplied by the time a car wis 
loaded. 

While this ruling may affect grain ship- 
pers more than millers, there are a sutli- 
cient number of millers shipping grain to 
make this ruling of interest. It is prob- 
able that the matter will have to be ar- 
ranged by conference with the carriers, 
who seem quite determined to put upon 
the law the a gg given above. 

The Rainey bill (H. R. 9409) providing 
for repeal of the mixed-flour law, expired 
on March 4, with the adjournment of 
Congress, through failure to secure a 
favorable report from the Ways aud 
Means Committee. Mr. Rainey is quoted 
as stating he would introduce another 
bill in the next Congress providing for 
repeal of the mixed-flour law. We must 
be prepared to oppose any bill proposing 
such action. 

It is too early to form an opinion as |o 
the value to millers of the new Federal 
Shipping Board; reports indicate that 
this rd is collecting information with 
a view to determining upon a fixed polic\ 
with regard to shipping facilities. Ex- 
porting millers would welcome any pro- 
posal that promised relief from the con- 
ditions that have obtained since the out- 
break of war. 

Announcement was recently made of 
the membership of the Tariff Commission ; 
no doubt this Commission will secure and 
tabulate an immense amount of data per- 
taining to tariff matters. It is to le 
hoped that the activities of the Commi-- 
sion will prevent a repetition of the difli- 
culties which faced the millers of tlic 
country when the tariff was being revise! 
in 1913. 

Arrangements are being rapidly co1- 
pleted for the application of the Feder: 
Grain Standards Act to wheat. In pr- 
paring for federal grading of whe:', 
numerous hearings were held in various 
parts of the country by a committee coi- 
paws of Charles J. Brand, Dr. J. W. '. 

uvel and others having the matter in 
charge for the Department of Agrici'!- 
ture. Millers everywhere were afforded 
ample opportunity to express. their opii- 
ions and were treated most courteously |v 
the committeees. The final hearing w'; 
held at Washington, D. C., on March 7-%. 
at which hearing the Federation was re)- 
resented by Fred J. Lingham, chairm:n 
of Committee on Grain Standardization 
and Inspection. 

The United States Department of Ax- 
riculture, in Service and Regulatory \1- 
nouncement No, 22, under date of March 
31, has published standards for the new 
winter wheat grades, to become effective 
on July 1, 1917, and for new spring whe:t 
grades, to become effective on Aug. |. 
1917. 

With the application of the new feder:! 
grades to wheat, the Federation Commit- 
tee on Grain Standardization and Insp«- 
tion has completed a lasting service {oT 

(Continued on page 183.) 
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To cultivate a 

pirit of saving 
represents true economy in 
food supplies. To attempt 


my by enforced debasement 








FREE WHEAT AND FLOUR AT LAST 

Under the spur of necessity, brought 
about by war conditions, Canada has 
taken off the duties on wheat and flour. 
This automatically opens the American 
markets free to these commodities coming 
from Canada, and thus from the evil of 
a great war has come the good of widened 
markets for the Canadian wheat raiser 
and freer trade between two great coun- 
tries which are neighbors. 

What argument and discussion could 
not accomplish in many years, swift act- 
ing, ruthless war has done in thirty-two 
months, and, temporarily at least, the 
artificial barriers which have existed be- 
tween Canada and the United States are 
demolished; the grain raisers and the 
millers of both countries are now on a 
parity. 

Few will contend that this is not a vast 
advantage to the Canadian farmer. It 
will give him free access to the wheat 
markets of the United States, a dozen 
customers where formerly he had but one, 
and an opportunity to make the utmost 
from the crop he raises. It will put cour- 
age into his heart and money in his purse. 
It will relieve the financial stringency 
from which he has long been suffering, 
owing to restricted markets, and will be 
an enormous encouragement to immigra- 
tion and the development of the Canadian 
Northwest. The shackles of provincial- 
ism are stricken off, and the Canadian 


_ farmer at last can stand on his feet with 


the same opportunities open to him as to 
his American competitor. 

The Canadian miller probably regards 
the event ruefully, fancying that he has 
been sacrificed on the altar of war. He 
doubtless expects that his American com- 
petitor will proceed as per programme, 
to eat him up; that by competing with 
him for the raw material in the wheat- 


field and on flour in the Canadian con- 
suming markets, he will make it difficult 
to do a profitable business. 


The Northwestern Miller believes that 
these anticipations are unwarranted. 
There will, of course, be larger competi- 
tion both in the producing and the con- 
suming markets, and some shifting of 
trade is inevitable. But the flour-consum- 
ing markets of the United States are far 
greater than those of Canada, and by the 
exercise of reasonable enterprise in mak- 


ing his brands known, and establishing 
trade connections, the Canadian miller 
can enter them. 

Indeed, many if not most American 
millers fear Canadian competition, and 
believe they will get less out of Canada, 
In opportunities to buy wheat and sell 
flour, than Canadian millers will secure 


from having access to markets in the 
United States. 

What will result is an equalizing or 
leveling process in both wheat and flour. 
The prosperity and the adversity, on both 
Sides of the line, will be shared in com- 
mon. It is as if a milling capacity equal 
to Canada’s had been created in the Unit- 
ed States, while a wheat-preducing area 


to supply this increased capacity had been 
added to that of the northwestern states. 
After the common level of prices has been 
attained, both sides will undoubtedly be 
the gainers, in widened markets, freer in- 
tercourse and broadened opportunities. 
Above all, the mass of people who neither 
raise wheat nor make flour will be benefit- 


- ed, and this is the manifest intent of all 


the progress of civilization. 

The Northwestern Miller predicts that, 
after the experiment has been tried, Cana- 
dian millers, realizing its advantages, will 
not willingly revert to the old conditions ; 
that they will be satisfied because they are 
no longer half-brothers but full brothers 
to the American millers and sharers in 
their larger opportunities and greater av- 
erage prosperity. 

As this journal firmly believes that the 
outcome of this great war means the com- 
ing of an era of profound, settled and 
universally maintained. peace, so it also 
believes that the result of opening Canada 
to America and America to Canada will 
be of lasting, permanent benefit to the 
people of both countries, and will mean 
the coming of a period of prosperity to 
farmers and millers on both sides of the 
line which will be unprecedented. 


TRADE ACCEPTANCES 

So far as known, to the Pacific Coast 
millers belongs the distinction of being 
the first in the industry to put into prac- 
tice the new form of Trade Acceptance 
which has been recommended by the Fed- 
eral Reserve banks and which they are 
authorized to discount. 

It is to be hoped and fully expected, 
however, that other millers throughout 
the country will be prompt to follow this 
excellent example, as the Trade Accept- 
ance marks a very decided forward step 
in the methods of conducting domestic 
business; in fact, it is a sound innovation 
which is certain in a short time to sup- 
ae the antiquated, loose-jointed and 
dangerous system of open accounts, and 
which will immeasurably strengthen the 
credit and resources, both of the buyer 
and seller. 

As most of the readers of The North- 
western Miller doubtless know, this docu- 
ment is intended to apply where there is 
a bona fide sale on credit. Instead of the 
seller carrying the indebtedness on open 
account, the buyer puts the obligation in 
definite and negotiable form. The Trade 
Acceptance is in the form of an ordinary 
draft, except that across the left hand 
side of it appears this printed indorse- 
ment: “Trade Acceptance. The obliga- 
tion of the acceptor of this bill arises out 
of the purchase of goods from the 
drawer,” with a line below to be signed 
by the acceptor. 

The document is attached to the invoice 
of the goods when sold, signed by the 
seller, drawn on the buyer and by him ac- 
cepted by signature across its face, in a 
form.printed in red. It puts the obliga- 


tion in concrete form as to amount and 


time of payment, and closes the individ- 
ual transaction which it covers. It gives 


the seller a negotiable instrument which 
he can rediscount with his bankers or use 
as collateral. 

Like all commercial reforms, the Trade 
Acceptance will doubtless meet with some 
opposition from buyers who prefer to do 
business on the old slipshod, careless 
methods, but it is rapidly growing in 
favor and, where used, proves entirely 
satisfactory to both buyer and seller. It 
was not a great many years ago that the 
large majority of buyers purchased on as 
long time as possible, and compelled the 
sellers to be their bankers and carry them 
almost indefinitely. Modern methods and 
competition showed the buyer that this 
was wretched economy, and that he paid 
handsomely in higher prices for the “ac- 
commodation” which the seller granted 
him; he discovered that by borrowing 
from his banker direct and discounting 
his bills, he not only strengthened his 
credit, but was able to get his goods for 
less money, thereby being in position to 
meet competition. 

The Trade Acceptance system applies 
to credit accounts similar advantages to 
those secured by cash customers. It af- 
fords better safeguards, more liquid and 
convertible assets, a more sound, stable 
and scientific basis for credit, less oppor- 
tunity for inflated and falsified statements, 
better collections, fewer losses, greater 
economy of operation and less capital to 
do a given amount of business. It does 
away with loose credit. 

It verifies the account, puts matured 
credit into negotiable form, and is a strong 
lever on the debtor to meet his obligations 
promptly for the protection of his credit 
and his signature. Credit naturally falls 
into three divisions: the cash buyers, those 
who avail themselves of trade terms, clos- 
ing with acceptances and meeting their 
obligations and, finally, those who neither 
pay cash nor put their obligations into 
negotiable form, the least desirable class. 

As Trade Acceptances come into gen- 
eral use there will develop a new and 
separate credit division composed of buy- 
ers who refuse to put their debts into 
acknowledged and definite form and sell- 
ers who do not —— their credit by 
closing invoices with acceptances, thus 
maintaining a “clean” set of books. For 
this class a less favorable credit rating will 
be inevitable. 

The particular value of this method is 
in supp pee bows Federal Reserve sys- 
tem and strengthening the general credit 
of the country, thereby minimizing the 
possibility of financial panics and disas- 
trous business collapses. Other things be- 
ing equal, the buyer prefers the old, open 


‘account system because of the leeway it 


gives him in meeting his obligations. He 
needs to realize that giving an acceptance 
actually strengthens his credit and makes 
his trade more desirable to the seller, who 
can readily translate his acceptance into 
cash. 

The buyer might find objection to the 
new system because it would be to his dis- 
advantage in case he should need addi- 
tional time, but he who buys on definite 
terms will find his credit so helped thereby 
that, where conditions justify it, addi- 
tional time will be readily granted by tak- 
ing up the maturing obligation and execut- 
ing another for the period desired. 

e country’s banking interests are 
strongly in favor of this movement, realiz- 
ing that the present system of open book 
accounts is obsolete, and that the general 
adoption of the Trade Acceptance will put 
the country on a strong financial basis and 
benefit business generally. A recent bul- 
letin of the National Association of Credit 
Men says: 

“Its chief advantages to the seller are: 
a closer relationship with buyers; better 
financing abilities through possession of 
an available, liquid credit; a ca el ge 
ating cost—therefore ability to at 
lower prices; a reduction in bad debt 
losses; relief from unfairly taken dis- 
counts. 

“Equally important are its advantages 
to the buyer, which are, chiefly: a stronger 
sense of responsibility toward obligations; 
a porhentcn against overbuying, without 
decreasing the buying powers; ability to 
buy at lower prices and thus be better pre- 
pared to compete and succeed; more sys- 
tem in financial arrangements; a broader 
place in the business world. 

“Truly, with such advantages no buyer 
should feel critical or unfavorably dis- 

when asked to give an acceptance, 
nor should he consider the request a reflec- 
tion upon his financial and credit abilities.” 
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A COMMENDABLE PLATFORM 

The habit, common to all organizations, 
of passing resolutions on the slightest 
provocation, which are supposed to ex- 
press the sense of the meeting and, pre- 
sumably, that of the constituency it rep- 
resents, is an unfortunate one. Often it 
makes the organization ridiculous, and 
sometimes places it in an awkward and 
dangerous position. 

Such resolutions being usually hastily 
prepared and ill considered, the work of 
some zealous member who has not suf- 
ficiently considered both sides of the ques- 
tion, amiably approved by the majority 
of those present who, like the prime 
mover, have not thoroughly investigated 
the matter, frequently commit the organ- 
ization passing them to an entirely errone- 
ous point of view not in the least repre- 
senting the opinion of the whole but pre- 
suming to do so. 

At every convention there are always a 
few who clamor for the kind of thing 


which begins “Whereas” and so forth, in- . 


cludes the phrase “in convention assem- 
bled,” and winds up with a “therefore, be 
it resolved.” They appear to think that 
this perfunctory performance accom- 
plishes rycwenet that it settles the ques- 
tion, and thereafter there is nothing to be 
done but await the result when this mo- 
mentous proceeding shall have become 
known to the world at large. 

The desire to pass suitable resolutions 
becomes irrepressible when some large 
public question is the issue of the mo- 
ment. It is then that the temptation to 
settle it by a dogmatic declaration seems 
almost irresistible. This should be the 
rule in all well-ordered organizations: 
“When in doubt—don’t resolute.” 

It. was expected and almost feared that 
the recent meeting of delegates and rep- 
resentatives of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration would go on record with a set 


of resolutions concerning the national, 


food supply, speculation in wheat, gov- 
ernmental crop reporting and the recom- 
mendation of the Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture that the country be put on a 
“war-bread” ration, that would commit 
the milling industry to a policy which 
later might prove awkward and embar- 
rassing. 

The provocation was certainly ample, 
and there had been some indications 
among various members of a tendency 
toward premature action and slight hys- 
teria over the situation. It is always best 
and safest, in such emergencies, to pro- 
ceed slowly and calmly and, before taking 
action, to be entirely certain as to facts. 

Most fortunately the proceedings of the 
recent meeting were dominated by a spirit 
of conservatism which, when it became 
necessary to find expression of the trade’s 
sentiments in resolutions, wisely elected 
to ignore the matter of wheat speculation, 
and also that of injudicious crop reports, 
contenting itself with a strong, patriotic 
and sensible declaration of the trade’s de- 
termination to co-operate with the gov- 
ernment in whatever course it should de- 
cide upon. 

While clearly expressing its own opin- 
ion in opposition to the suggestion of the 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Federation pledged itself and the trade 
it represented to surrender its views and 
adapt itself to such conditions as might 
be imposed by the government, and a 
cially to co-operate to the fullest possibl 


.extent with the National Food Commit- 


tee headed by Herbert Hoover, in whose 
judgment the Federation expressed the 
most complete confidence. 

The Federation is to be congratulated 
on having adequately met the situation by 
the passage of resolutions upon which the 
industry can stand, and which will have 
a tendency to concentrate the present 
somewhat haphazard sentiment of the 
trade upon a definite and acceptable 
basis. 

The resolutions passed, which may be 
taken as expressive of the attitude of the 
American milling industry in this national 
emergency, are as follows: 

Resolved, That the millers of the Unit- 
ed States, through the directors and dele- 
gates of the Millers’ National Federation, 
pledge their whole-hearted allegiance to 
and co-operation with the government, to 
the end that breadstuffs production may 
be raised to the maximum and that the 
greatest economy may be obtained in dis- 
tribution and use of grain products. To 
this end the Federation and its officials 


€ 


. 
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place themselves wholly at the disposition 
of the government. 

Resolved, That it is our firm conviction 
that standard white flour is the cheapest, 
most wholesomé and best food product of 
grain, and that any effort to debase its 
quality through increasing the percentage 
of extraction from wheat or admixture of 
other grains will accomplish no commen- 
surate economy in the human food supply 
but, while lowering the nutritive value of 
flour, will operate greatly to reduce the 
supply of and enhance the cost of animal 
feeds, which are so essential to the meat 
and dairy ey 

Resolved, That, in spite of our own 
convictions on this subject, which are 
based upon the soundest scientific con- 
clusions by government and other estab- 
lished agencies covering many years, we 
nevertheless stand ready to adapt our 
methods to whatever necessities may de- 
velop later, and especially to co-operate 
to the fullest possible extent with a com- 
mission headed by Herbert C. Hoover, in 
whom and whose judgment we have the 
most complete confidence. 








DEATH OF EDGAR D. TILTON 


Vice-President of St. Louis Milling Concern 
Dies After Long Hiness—Miller 
for 29 Years 


Sr. Louis, Mo., April 17.— (Special Tel- 
‘egram)—Edgar D. Tilton, vice-president 
of the Stanard-Tilton Milling Co., died at, 
his home here Mireapnas ( aged 64, follow- 
ing an illness which had kept him confined 
to his room since October. He was em- 
ployed in mercantile establishments until 
1888, when he became secretary of the 
milling company of.which he later became 
vice-president. He is survived by three 
sons, Owen, Webster and Edgar, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Esther Wheaton, of Den- 
ver. 





Perer Deruen. 





Tariff News Breaks Wheat Prices 

Curcaco, Ixt., April 17.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—Wheat excited, and advanced 
Monday to $2.37, for May, $2 for July, 
and $1.76 for September, May and July 
being the highest since 1867, and in that 
year only has wheat ever been higher than 
at present. 

Removal of import duty by Canada, 

anngunced late Monday night, .threw the 
trade into convulsions today. Rush of 
—s broke prices 10%@14%,c, with 
May leading. 
‘ Sales of No. 2 red, Monday, at $2.62, or 
27c over May, and No. 3 red at $2.57. 
Local miller bought 10 cars Manitoba 
wheat at Duluth to come hefe, and a cargo 
is being figured on today. 

No. 2 white corn sold at $1.5514, the 
highest known. Corn prices today 1@5c 
lower on cash, and 43,@5%c off on fu- 
tures, on realizing sales. 

C. H. CHatren. 





High Southwestern Wheat Prices 

Kansas Crry, Mo., April 17.—(Special 
Telegram)—Wheat shows a continuation 
of abnormal premiums, and is, if anything, 
at a higher premium a yesterday. 
No. 2 wheat is bringing about 25¢ over the 
May, with a big demand for it on that 
basis. The demand for wheat was 
never keener, coming not alone from home 
mills, but from those east and north. 
Millers in the latter district have wheat 
bought at equal to substantially 50c over 


the Minneapolis May. 
= i R. E. Sreaure. 





Iowa Mill Burned 


The 250-bbl mill and elevator of the 
Bast-Fogarty Milling Co., at Des Moines, 
Iowa, burned today, April 17. It is claimed 
that the fire started after several explo- 
sions were heard. Several guardsmen 

arding the property are said to have 
sone injured. 

The company states that all contracts 
with customers will be filled. 


Miller on Kansas Food Commission 

Kansas Crry, Mo., April 17.—(Special 
Telegram)—Henry Lassen, president of 
the Kansas Milling Co., Wichita, has been 
appointed by Governor Capper to repre- 
sent the state’s milling industry on a spe- 
cial Kansas commission to consider and 





recommend means for increasing food 
R. E. Srerure. 


* 


production. 
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REPORT OF FEDERATION MEETING 





Attendance of 47 at Chicago Meeting— Reports of Officers and Committees 
Presented—Export and Transportation Problems Considered—Question 
of Co-operation with Government and “War Flour” Discussed 


The fifteenth annual meeting of direc- 
tors, delegates and members of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation was called to 
order at 10:20 am., Friday, April 13, by 
President Plant, in the Red Room of the 
Hotel La Salle, Chicago. The session be- 

n with an open meeting of the board of 

irectors, the following directors being 
panes Henry M. A T. S. Blish, 

obert R. Clark, William G. Crocker, J. 
L. Grigg, C. M. Hardenbergh, George H. 
Ledbetter, George S. Milnor, B. B. Shef- 
field and Walter Stern. 

After an address by President Plant, 
the rts of the treasurer, C. H. Challen, 
and the secretary, A. P. Husband, were 
read and approved. Edgar H. Evans, A. 
K.. Bernet and W. E. Meek were appoint- 
ed as a committee to audit the accounts of 
the treasurer and secretary. 

The next business on the programme 
was the presentation of the report of the 
export agent. Before reading his report, 
Mr. Price quoted a letter from a Glasgow 
flour importer asking him to do ae 
in his power to secure freight space, an 
also spoke of a report that the steamship 
lines to Central and South American 
ports had raised their freight rates from 
10 to 50 per cent. 


MEETING OF DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS 


The meeting then resolved itself into a 
general meeting of directors, delegates 
and members. After the roll call, the 
president appointed a committee to nomi- 
nate directors to take the places of the 10 
directors whose terms expire this year. 

The report of the standing Committee 
on Package Differentials, Sales Contracts, 
Trade-marks and Publicity was next pre- 
sented, and gave rise to a prolon dis- 
cussion. Mr. Olson, chairman of the com- 
mittee, pointed out that in the differen- 
tials adopted in October for the southern 
sections, the charge for the outside pack- 
age or envelope was fixed at lic, whereas 
in the schedules adopted in January for 
the eastern and northwestern sections this 
charge was fixed at 25c, He recommended 
a uniform charge of 25c, and after much 
discussion a motion to this effect was 
carried. 

The question of altering the Federation 
sales contract was likewise the subject of 
much debate, and after a motion had been 
passed raising the carrying charge on flour 
from 5c to 10¢ per bb, and on feed from 
25c to 50c per ton, it was’ voted to refer 
the whole matter of amending the Federa- 
tion sales contract to a committee, to re- 
port at the Hollister meeting in May. 


EXPORT TRADE 


After the presentation of the reports of 
the committees on Arbitration and on Ex- 
port Trade and Legislation, the general 
matter of export trade was thrown open 
for discussion. 

By invitation of the secretary, George 
W. Smith, western foreign freight agent 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Co., ad- 
dressed the meeting with regard to the 
withdrawal of the through export bill of 
lading. Mr. Smith outlined the difficulties 
under which the railroads have been at- 
tempting to do their share in ex busi- 
ness. In explanation of the withdrawal 
of the through bill of lading he quoted 
the Trunk  committee’s report, as 
follows: 

“This action has been contemplated for 
some time owing to uncertain con- 
ditions of transatlantic steamship service, 
and to the demands of the various steam- 
ship lines that numerous clauses be deleted 
from or added to the ocean conditions of 
through: rail and ocean bills of lading, 
which it is almost impossible to arrange 
with numerous representatives in the in- 
terior, particularly upon the short notice 
pase by et agents. The action has 

precipitated by the present demorali- 
zation in transatlantic service, which im- 
— upon the inland carrier at the sea- 
d bility for storage of the 
freight and the negotiation of alternate 


ocean space.” 


In refe to the future policy of the 
Mr’ Smith said: ae 

“I have every reason to believe that as 

soon as we can adopt a form that is con- 

sistent with the Pomerene act, as soon as 


we can have an understanding with the 
Gee garg Pag that when we issue a 
bill of mi under an authorized con- 
tract they will accept that bill of lading as 
it was issued, without regard to any 
change in the shipping conditions that 
have been brought t by pecaear | 
necessity or by the admiralty, we 1 
again issue through bills of lading, and 
stick to them through thick and thin.” 

After an adjournment for lunch, the 
meeting continued the discussion of export 
trade matters, and particularly the through 
export bill of lading. Mr. Price and Mr. 
Mennel explained the existing situation as 
regards the payment of storage charges 
at seaboard, but no definite action was 
taken. 

GRINDING FOREIGN WHEAT 

Mr. Price likewise brought up the ques- 
tion of recommending to Congress legis- 
lation permitting the American miller to 
= oreign wheat and export an equiva- 
ent amount of flour, to replace the pres- 
ent rigid restrictions on grinding wheat 
in bond. After much dicsussion, it was 
voted that a committee be instructed to 
draw up such a bill. ; 


ADVANCE IN FREIGHT RATES 


The report of the Committee on Trans- 
portation opened the way for a debate on 
the position which the millers ought to 
take with regard to proposed general in- 
creases in freight rates. Mr. Mennel pre- 
sented a resolution which, after some al- 
teration, was passed: 

“Whereas, The transportation conditions 
are so serious at the present time, and ‘in 
view of the action of the railroad execu- 
tives in asking for a horizontal advance in 
rates, be it 

“Resolved by this meeting of directors, 
delegates and members of the Millers’ 
National Federation That we favor such 
an advance’ in railroad rates as shall be 
justified by the carriers with due regard 
to preserving the current intermarket 
relation and the relation between inter- 
state and intrastate rates; provided the 
increases proposed shall be withdrawn 
when the present emergency shall have 
ceased to exist.” 

In discussing the average agreement 
covering demurrage charges, Mr. Stern 
moved that the secretary be instructed to 
appear before the proper body and urge 

(Continued on page 182.) 





MR. HOOVER ACCEPTS POST 


Chairman of Belgian Relief Commission to 
Head Federal Food Board—Outlines 
Work to Be Done 


Wasuincton, D. C., April 14.—The 
National Defense Committee has an- 
nounced the appointment of a federal 
Food Board, with Herbert C. Hoover as 
its chairman. No one thing in the way of 
preparation has brought forth more fa- 
vorable comment. 

That there will be a definite policy, and 
that it will include the regulation of 
prices and the wages to labor, as well as 
the distribution of food, is now generally 
admitted, and it is also equally certain 
that these functions will be intrusted to 
the Food Board, with Mr. Hoover in com- 


mand, 

The quick choice of Mr. Hoover, and his 
peor acceptance, are proof that the in- 
dustrial activities of the country are being 
directed with t intelligence and effi- 
ciency. Mr. Hoover has had an experi- 
ence that no other man has ever had, and 
he will bring to his work all the system 
and method he has been working out so 
successfully for the past two years in 
Belgium. 

In a cabled statement from Europe, 
suoceliaae Wik oul to tem ma ny 
P ure necessa: rh 
to conserve the food products of the _—_ 
try, direct their distribution and safe- 
guard the public interest in réspect to 
prices. He naturally favors great gen- 
erosity to the allies in the tion of 
food products, and he will exercise the 
Ne Seen 
any country ma’ inclined to act as 
a medium for their delivery for Germany. 

It is not improbable that the Federal 
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Trade Commission, in unction with 
the Department of ture, will be 
permitted to conduct the inquiry into food 
ste asked for last February by the 

resident, although it will not be on so 
large a scale as contemplated. The House 
of Representatives bn Aan ag $400,000, 
the amount asked for, the Senate com- 
mittee reduced it to $250,000, and that js 
probably all that will be allowed. Before 
the investigation can even get well under 
way, it is not improbable that the Food 
Board will have Ps g-oorar ye with .its pro- 
gramme even to t of fixing prices, 
and thus pesBic settle ie whol. 
question of the cost of living. 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 

THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks 
with comparisons, in bbls: Apr. 15 Apr. 17 

Apr.14 Apr.7 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ...372,775 395,830 388,155 235,320 
Duluth-Superior 13,460 13,720 19,255 19,20) 














Milwaukee ..... 11,000 9,000 11,600 11,000 

Totals ....... 397,235 418,550 419,010 265,510 
Outside mills*..177,465 ...... 174,190 ...... 

Ag’gate sprg.574,700 ...... 693,200 ...... 
St. Louis ...... 33,280 33,280 82,600 14,000 
St. Louist ..... 60,300 52,100 44,800 24,9) 
Buffalo ........ 117,400 126,200 118,100 100,450 
Rochester ..... 13,800 13,300 12,800 11,950 
Chicago ....... 22,750 21,600 20,260 18,500 
Kansas City.... 62,800 62,100 61,500 45,985 


Kansas Cityt~. .225,470 219,330 162,215 123,190 
Toledo .....4.. 26,300 21,300 20,300 18,600 


Toledof ....... 51,095 43,620 64,595+ 30,835 
Nashville** ....102,090 107,100 86,840 58,310 
Portland, Oreg.. 17,825 18,640 ..... ..... 
Seattle ........ 22,190 16,206 18,985 3,600 
Tacoma ....+.. 20,503 19,910 39,215 11,760 





PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 
The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 


Apr. 15 Apr. 17 

Apr. 14 Apr.7 1916 1915 

Minneapolis ...... 72 77 80 53 
Duluth-Superior .. 37 37 54 53 
Outside mills* .... 63 57 62 54 
Average spring.. 66 68 73 53 
Milwaukee ........ 92 84 47 42 
St. Louis ......... 66 66 80 34 
St. Louist ........ 65 67 74 41 
BURAI® 00.9 cecevare 71 76 71 73 
Rochester ........ 67 66 63 59 
CHICAGO ...scccces 85 78 69 62 
Kansas City ...... 88 87 72 65 
Kansas City$ ..... 76 73 58 52 
BOIGED c vhosseseds 55 44 42 39 
WeIeGes: 6 accisoee 60 53 54 32 
Nashville** ....... 62 63 61 43 
Portland, Oregon... 52 66 TT . 
Seattle ........... 64 39 34 9 
Tacoma ....-.e05. 35 34 69 23 
Wotals sevcccsces 65 62 67 49 
Minnesota-Dakotas 66 68 73 53 
Other states ...... 66 63 62 46 


Flour output for week ending April 14 at 
all above points shows an increase of 3 per 
cent compared with week ending April 7. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 


tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, © 


but controlled in that city, 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 


London Exchange 
AT MINNEAPOLIS 





London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 8-day 60-day 
April 11 ..... $4.75 S$... eee @4.75 $4.71}, 
April 12 ..... 4.TB Ye cee tee @4.75 4.71% 
April 18 ..... 4.75 Fe ceeeee @4.75 4.71} 
April 14 ..... 4.75: 4.75% @4.75 4.7148 
April 16 ..... 4.766 = .n0-e- @4. 4.71% 
April 17 ..... S756... cocces @4.75% 4.71% 
today 


Three-day guilders were quoted 
(April 17) at 40%. “ 
AT 8ST. LOUIS 


London exchange at St. Louis was quoted 
as follows: 


Sight 8-day 60-day 
FR PRR ere $4.7570 $4.7520  $4.7120 
April 10 .......-- 4.7570 4.7620 = 4.7120 
April 11 ......... 4.7540 4.7490 4.71 
BE 88s vkcens 4.7545 = 4,75 4.71 
MOO 8B cds cous 4.7545 4.75 4.71 
April 14°........: 4.7545 4.75 4.71 





Army Wants 1,000,000 Ibs Flour 

Kansas Crry, Mo., April 17.—(Spccial 
Telegram )—Colonel E. E. Dravo, quarter- 
master at Kansas City, has called for ids 
on 1,000,090 lbs of flour, to be opened May 
10. A variation from the usual form per- 
mits filing bids by telegraph on the day 
the contract is to be let. It is understood 
that a number of mill bids will be at actual 


cost 
> R. E. Sreaxinc. 
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THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


RAIN IMPROVES CROP PROSPECTS 





Oklahoma in Good Shape—Kansas May Have Fair Crop—Nebraska in Doubt 
—Missouri Needs Warm Weather—Improvement 
Hoped for in Central States 


Kansas Crry, Mo., April 17.—(Special 
Tclegram)—Scattering showers varying 
to good rains falling over the Southwest in 
the past 24 hours have further improved 
prospects for wheat. Practically every 
part of the territory, save for some of 
Nebraska, has now had rain, while two or 
three rains have fallen in some districts. 

While the moisture supply is not yet 
sufficient for the wheat, it is ample to 
prevent further injury and to bring about 
partial recovery. Reports from the field 
are generally of much more encouraging 
tone, and include more than the antici- 
pated supply of stories of supposedly 
dead wheat showing recovery. 

There is a growing feeling that Kansas 
will yet harvest a fair to good crop of 
wheat, while Oklahoma has a present pros- 


pect for a very yield. The Nebraska 
situation is § in doubt, and less en- 
couraging. 


RAINS FOR THE WHEAT 
Kansas Crry, Mo., April 14.—The pro- 
tracted drouth which has continued over 
almost the entire Southwest for many 
months was broken Tuesday and Wednes- 
day of this week by general rains covering 
all of the territory south of the Nebraska 
line. Precipitation in Nebraska was light, 
and the growing wheat there continues in 
serious and increasing need of rain. 
The Kansas and ahoma rains were 


good, ample to suspend further injury to 
growing wheat, and sufficient, over much 
of the territory, to start recovery in the 


ficlds. The fall varied from a fraction of 
an inch to more than two inches, but al- 
most all of the territory had more than 
half an inch and probably a mys weary f 
more than an inch. e rain came slowly, 
continuing over 12 to 24 hours, thus giving 
the maximum benefit to the wheat. 

Certain well-informed men, including 
millers, are disposed now to accept the 
view that perhaps 2,500,000 to 3,000,000 
acres of wheat in Kansas offer little pros- 
pect of marked recovery, although some 
of this, with bountiful rains and fine 
weather conditions, may make some wheat. 
The rest of the acreage, amounting rough- 
ly to about 6,000,000 acres, will stand for 
harvest and offers a prospect ranging 
from fair to very good. This is, however, 
offered merely as a matter of opinion, 
which is at best, under present conditions, 
hardly more than a guess. 

Based on it, and with fine weather con- 
ditions, these men believe Kansas could 
produce 75,000,000 to 80,000,000 bus of 
wheat. In the main, too, it is more rea- 
sonable to accept this estimate of the situ- 
ation than to follow the alarmists who 
have lost their bearings, and declare that 
the wheat is gone beyond the = of 
raising more than 30,000,000 bus. 

The brightest spot in the situation is in 
Oklahoma and southern Kansas, extend- 
ing about as far north as a line through 
Hutchinson. Oklahoma, after several days 
of wind and adverse conditions, has come 
out wonderfully with the good rains, and 
presents a most satisfactory p : 
The same is scarcely less trac of ser te 
Kansas, particularly about the central 
part of the state, but extending westward 
almost as far as the wheat acreage goes. 

Rains and more rain, with warm, grow- 
ing weather, are needed. The present out- 
look is for showery conditions for the next 
few days, Realized, this pros will do 
much to restore confidence in a south- 
western wheat crop much better than sug- 
gested in reports in March. 

R. E. Srerrine. 





Good Weather in Central States 

Tor evo, On1o, April 17.—(Special Tel- 
egra)—The weather has been favorable 
for the growing wheat and for farm work, 
being warmer, with rains. The condition 
in Ohio and Michigan is regarded as fully 
equal to the estimate of 80 given by the 
government, if not even better. Conditions 
in Indiana are 1 less satisfactory. 
In Kentucky and the southern half of Ohio 
and Indiana the season is somewhat late; 
in the northern half of these states it is 
advanced, 

CROP DOING BETTER 

Torevo, Omro, April 14—It is now 

generally thought that the condition of 80, 


given by the government crop rt for 
Ohio and Michigan, represents fairly well 
the actual condition of wheat in these 
two states as of April 1. That of 65 for 
Indiana seems low. While the crop fre- 
quently shows deterioration between April 
1 and harvest, this year, on account of the 
low April condition, there would seem to 
be a chance for improvement. Particular- 
ly favorable weather and the splendid 
start recently made by the growing wheat 
would seem to indicate the possibility of 
such improvement. To be sure, many 
fields are thin and spotted, but it is sur- 
prising what advance the crop has already 
made in many sections reporting unfavor- 
ably at first. 

me recent detailed reports from Ohio 
are as follows: Attica: wheat looking fine; 
plenty of rain. Bluffton: growing wheat 
is looking fine; believe will have normal 
crop. North Baltimore: wheat and clover 
fields are looking fine. East Liverpool: 
wheatfields looking much better. Bowlin 
Green: wheat in this section looks pers 
Bucyrus: outlook for crop of wheat is 

. Columbus: fine weather for grow- 
ing wheat; will be long acreage of corn 
planted this year. Lancaster: growing 
wheat coming all right. Mount Gilead: 
wheat looking fine. Sandusky: wheat 
looks good in ground. Wilkesville: grow- 
ing wheat is looking fine, better than last 
year. Pleasantville: growing crop in good 
shape; wheat looking very . Utica: 
growing wheat looking fine, but thin on 
the ground. Buckeye City: a good soak- 
ing rain this morning, and wheat looking 
fair. Ashley: new crop the best in years. 
Bainbridge: growing crop looking good; 
fine weather for wheat. Cardington: re- 
cent rain is improving wheat and grass; 
prospect good for wheat. Lexington: 
fine rain; wheat improving. North Ben- 
ton: wheat looking good. Upper San- 
dusky: grass and wheat doing fine. 

W. H. Wieern, Jr. 





Warmer Weather Needed 
Sr. Louis, Mo., April 17.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—The growing ‘crop in Missouri 
and southern Illinois has had another good 
rainfall, but temperatures continue too 
low for the plant to make much progress, 
and warm, sunshiny weather is needed in 


all sections. 
Perer Derren. 





The Spring Wheat Crop 

Throughout Minnesota, cool weather last 
week delayed seeding. Fieldwork, how- 
ever, is general, and all reports are that 
the ground is in prime condition. In 
South Dakota, conditions are much the 
same as in Minnesota. 

Seeding has been under way in North 
Dakota for about 10 days, and good 
p has been made, although the 
nights are still cool and water freezes on 
low ground. Some points report wheat- 
seeding as 50 to 75 per cent finished. 

In Montana, wheat-seeding has begun, 
and conditions are declared to be as fa- 
vorable as in “Minnesota and the Dakotas. 

All sections re ample moisture to 
give seed a start, with prospects 
favorable for better than a normal acre- 
age. There has been a great deal of talk 
recently about putting in a maximum 
acr of wheat and coarse grain in the 
Northwest, but it remains to be seen 
whether or not this will have any effect 
on farmers. Line elevator companies and 
mills are prepared to co-operate in fur- 
nishing ‘all the seed needcd. 

Roser T. Bearry. 





Gladstone Company May Rebuild 
Toronto, Ont., April 14.—The Echo 
Milling Co., Ltd., Gladstone, Man., whose 
mill was burned on April 1, has not de- 
cided fully as to its plans for the future. 
At the moment its staff is busy clearing 
up the site, and the shareholders hope to 

make early announcement of new plans. 
This company was one of the most + cm 
rous in western Canada, and its business 
as been ing at a very rapid rate. 
The fire hit the company a hard blow, as 
it had an abnormal amount of stock on 
hand waiting for railway embargoes to lift 
and allow of shipment; but it has still 


plenty of money, and is able to go on with- 
out any impairment. 
If a new mill is built at Gladstone, it 
will be larger and better than the old one. 
A. H. Barmy. 


DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 








Needs—Millfeed Held for Full Advance 


{Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 

Boston, Mass., April 17.—A nominal 
flour market prevails, Prices were ad- 
vanced 50@60c yesterday, but today quo- 
tations are down again. Demand for spot 
flour is active, consumers apparently hav- 
ing gone wild as regards supplies. Only 
a quiet demand prevails for minimum 
shipment. Minneapolis patents were held 
Monday at $13.30, but today are quoted at 
$12.75; spring country patents, $11.75@ 
12.50; special spot patents, $12.75@13.25, 
—all in wood. Kansas patents, in sacks, 
$11.75@12.75. Soft winter patents, $11.75 
@12.75, in wood. All quotations are nom- 
inal, and all sales subject to confirmation. 
Millfeed in light supply. Spring bran, 
$46.25; winter bran, .50; demand slow. 

Louis W. DeP ass. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., April 17—Demand 
for flour continues very active, especially 
from local territory and from the jobbing 
and grocery trade in all territories. Orders 
from grocers are of pressing character, and 
indicate continued keen demand by house- 
wives for flour to put im store. Some mill- 
ers are doing their best to discourage buy- 
ing, and nearly all of them are restricting 
sales as much as possible and practi- 
cally selling for nothing but immediate 
shipment. Prices are difficult to quote, 
but fancy patents for the best trade are 
generally between $12.50 and 13, 14-sacks, 


Kansas City. - 
. E. Srertrne. 


Cuicaco, I1x., April 17.—At the close of 
the wheat market today, flour values were 
more ye than for several weeks. To 
quote a close range would be impossible. 
Some mills in the Northwest are offering 
spring wheat patents at $11.65. Resales 
locally are as low as $11.25, and some mills 
are asking as high as $12.50, jute. South- 
western 95 per eent patents are likewise 
showing a broad range of price, and are 
quoted by some mills at $11.80@12.40, 
jute. The flour situation is badly mixed. 
As a general rule, jobbers and wholesalers 
are confining their purchases to daily re- 


quirements. 
C. H. CHatten. 








Puitaverenia, Pa., April 17.—Flour 
was sharply advanced yesterday, but has 
a weaker tone today as a result of the re- 
action in wheat. Flour slow. Quotations, 
largely nominal, 196 Ibs in wood, cotton or 
jute sacks, about 25c less: winter straight, 
$10.75@11; Kansas clear, $10.75@11; 
straight, $11.25@11.50; patent, $11.50@ 
11.75; spring first clear, $10.25@10.75; 
patent, $11.50@11.75; favorite brands, $12 
@12.50.. City mills’ choice and fancy pat- 
ent, $12@12.50; regular ades winter 
straight, eachetagee oo $11.25@11.50. 

AMUEL S. DANIELS. 





Montreat, Que., April 17.—Flour very 
pines and prices for all grades have 
scored further advances of 70c bbl. Spring 
wheat patent firsts are quoted at $11.80, 
seconds at $11.30 and strong clears at 
$11.10 bbl, in bags. Winter wheat 90 per 
cent patents have sold at $10@10.30 in 
wood, and at $4.85@5 per bag. Millfeed 
strong, with prices for all lines $1 ton 
higher. Bran, $38 ton; shorts, $41; mid- 
dlings, $48@45. Rolled oats lic bag 
higher at $3.75. 

Tuomas S. Barx. 





Battrmore, Mp., April 17.—Flour up 
50c yesterday, down 50c today, leaving 
the market as on Saturday. re is no 
wholesale trading, consumers buying 
freely on fear of a famine within 60 days 
of new crop, and jobbers in instances load- 
ing them up at $1 or more below mill 
prices. Millfeed unchanged and neglected. 

. Cartes H. Dorsey. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., April 17.—Flour prices 
firm and higher, in sympathy with wheat. 
Very little new business being done, with 
offerings limited and restricted. Millfeed 
held firm, with demand good, but offer- 


in, t. 
ae Pever Deatren. 
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CANADA REMOVES TARIFFS 


Wheat, Wheat Flour and Semolina Placed on 
Free List—United States Duties 
Automatically Removed 

Toronto, Owr., April 17.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—The Canadian government re- 
moved all wheat and flour duties by order- 
in-council Monday afternoon. The trade 
was taken by surprise, though this step 
was ex later in the year. reason 
given the government is con on in 
off-grade wheats in Canada, for which 
transatlantic markets are no longer open, 
and also co-operation with the United 
States in feeding the allies. 

The order was passed under the war 
measure act of 1914, and may have to be 
given an act of Parliament to guarantee 





permanency. The House is opening on 
April 19. Meanwhile, the order is in Bae 
from date. 


No one here foresees the consequences 
of the new conditions in trade. All the 
larger Canadian flour mills are too busy 
with old orders to take much advantage 
of their new privilege at the moment. All 
millers, however, see enormous significance 
in the — Some feel their interests 
will suffer, but in the present special cir- 
cumstances they make no open complaint. 
Others are pleased, and look forward to 
more stable conditions and a better future 
for their industry. This is mainly the 
opinion of the younger men. 

farmers were naturally pleased at 
the news. 
. A. H. Bary. 

Under the terms of the United States 
tariff law, the United States will admit 
free wheat and wheat products from any 
country which accords similar treatment 
to like commodities from this country. 
Thus the removal of the Canadian duties 
automatically establishes free trade in 
wheat and flour between the two countries. - 

The Canadian duties thus removed were 
on the general, or highest, schedule, and 
amounted to 12c per bu on wheat, and 60c 
per bb! on wheat flour. The United States 
duties, under the law which became op- 
erative Oct. 3, 1913, were 10c per bu on 
wheat, and 45¢ per bbl on wheat flour. 





BRITISH FLOUR IMPORTS 


British Government Takes Control of All 
Importse—Importers as Dis- 
tributing Agents 


Lonpvon, Ene., April 13.—(Special Ca- 
pees! BIE Steerer arranging to take con- 
trol of imported flour, which means that 
all purchases will be made by government 
through wheat commission, importers be- 
ing used as distributing agents. Such 
action would undoubtedly increase pur- 
chases of foreign flour, as government 
would provide freight. 
C. F. G. Rarxes. 








Effect of the Action 


Toronto, Ont., April 14.—News was 
received here on Thursday that the British 
government was about to take over all im- 
porting flour business. 

Presumably the chief reason for this 
step is the inability of British importers to 
secure normal supplies of flour for civilian 
use. Reports from some British markets 
indicate that such stocks have been dimin- 
ishing steadily. 

It is unfair, however, to suppose that 
British importers have not been making 
every possible effort to keep up their sup- 
plies. Great sums of money have been 
spent by them in cabling mills on this 
side for flour, and for months past they 
have been offering prices that were quite 
acceptable to millers; but the obstacles set 
up by the railway and steamship services 
were insuperable. The railways of Can- 
ada have almost given up handling flour 
for private export shippers, while the 
steamship companies have had so little 
space to offer, and have asked such enor- 
mous rates for what they had, that ship- 
pers found it impossible to accept more 
than a very limited amount of the business 
British importers offered. 

There is plenty of milling capacity in 
Canada to take care of the probable re- 

uirements from this country, and with 

e worries incidental to transportation 
removed, millers in all parts are prepared 
for maximum mill runs as soon as the 
orders are forthcoming. 

A. H. Battey. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 23,055 bbls. The mills made 
(week ending April 14) 372,775 bbls, 
against 388,155 in 1916, 235,320 in 1915, 
and 335,385 in 1914. One more mill is in 
operation today, and the output this week 
should reach 390,000 bbls. A year ago, 
mills made 375,355 bbls. 

* # 

Millers have advanced patent flour quo- 
tations $1.25@1.50 bbl in the last week. 
Asking prices are the highest ever recorded 
in this market. The advance, naturally, 
has limited buying by larger consumers, 
such as bakers, jobbers, etc., but it has 
stimulated to a very marked degree the 
demand from family trade. Warehouse 
stocks have been pretty well depleted in 
the last week. 

Mill agents report a sharp demand from 
grocers for family flour. Housewives’ have 
apparently taken —_ and are laying in 
a supply of flour for future use. In- 
stances are numerous of families buying 
three and four sacks at a time. Other 
sales of flour in barrels are reported, 
something not heard of in a long time. 

Buying by bakers and jobbers is limited 
to actual needs. Few big lots were worked 
during the week, the bulk of the business 


being limited to one and two car lots for: 


30 to 60 days’ shipment. Total sales by 
Minneapolis mills last week just about 
equaled the output. 

The domestic demand for first and sec- 
ond clear flour has recently been unusually 
brisk. In consequence, most mills are 
oversold on these grades for April-May 
shipment. 

Mills are swamped with shipping direc- 
tions, but increasing difficulty is being ex- 
perienced in getting cars. Millers cannot 
understand why it is that cars should be so 
scarce now. Hopes were held out a month 
or so ago that, as soon as good weather set 
in, the congestion in the East would be 
cleaned up and western equipment re- 
leased. No improvement can be seen, how- 
ever. 

A few scattered lots of first and second 
clear flour were sold during the week to 
United Kingdom ports. Ocean tonnage 
room is very restricted, and business is 
limited to room offerings. Whenever a 
little is offered, mills can readily sell flour 
to fill it. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $12.40 
@12.50 per 196 Ibs in wood. 

* * 

Millfeed is strong and active at advanc- 
ing prices. Quotations have been ad- 
vanced $1@1.50 ton since April 10, and 
millers say the end is not yet. Minne- 
apolis mills —w are confining offer- 
ings to mixed cars, and show little or no 
interest in inquiry for deferred shipment. 
It is claimed that some business has been 
booked by mills for lake-and-rail ship- 
ment at equivalent to prompt shipment 


rices. 

‘ Sentiment is yery bullish. Some oe 
bers, naturally, are talking of lower prices, 
but in their case the wish is father to the 
thought. They are afraid to do any u- 
lating at around present prices, and are 
hoping for a sharp decline in order to get 
in 


With coarse grain advancing, millers can 
see little prospect for a break, and are not 
d to discount the future to any 
extent. 


Demand is general, coming from all 

uarters. While bran and standard mid- 

ings are in best request, there is also a 
demand for heavier grades, and these are 
very scarce. 

Mills quote bran and standard mid- 


dlings at $89@40 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis; flour middlings, $43@44; 
red dog, $45@50,—latter in 140-lb sacks. 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the follow- 
ing 24 were in operation April 17: 

Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill. 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
Cc, D, EB and F mills. 

Pilisbury Flour Mills Co., A, A South, B, 
Anchor, Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, B, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston mill. 

FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 56 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 46,650 bbls, show that in the 
week ending April 14 they made 177,465 
bbls of flour (representing 799,000 bus of 
wheat), against 174,190 in 1916. 

Fifty-six “outside” mills last week 
shipped 355 bbls of flour to foreign coun- 
tries, against 1,785 in 1916. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 2,239,000 
bus, a net decrease from the preceding 
week of 673,000 bus. At Minneapolis there 
was a decrease of 720,000 bus, and at Du- 
luth an increase of 47,000. 

For the week ended rage April 
14, receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis .... 2,132 1,908 538 
DOMOR; x 6603 eie 107 168 433 189 187 


Totals........ 2,239 2,066 971 1,110 1,391 
Duluth, bonded: 611 460 36 178 289 


Totals........ 2,850 2,526 1,007 1,288 1,680 

Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 
Duluth on April 14, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis 9,550 10,800 7,884 19,198 21,470 
Duluth..... 6,169 16,377 9,817 13,104 14,509 





Totals... 15,719 27,177 17,701 32,302 36,979 
Duluth, b’d’d 6,874 6,243 238 1,456 3,500 
Totals... 21,593 32,420 17,939 33,758 39,479 


CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from <= 1, 1916, to April 14, 
1917, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 


Minneapolis .. 82,978 132,522 86,653 84,206 








Duluth ....... 19,353 90,850 65,012 64,836 
Totals ...... 102,331 223,372 141,665 139,042 
Duluth, bonded 8,392 10,634 1,792 3,485 
Totals ...... 110,723 234,006 143,457 142,527 


CAR SITUATION BAD 
em millers all agree that the 
shortage in cars is becoming more pro- 
nounced. Increasing difficulty is being 
experienced in getting cars for eastern 
loading, now that the mills are operating 
nearer normal capacity. Grain shippers 
have been able to get a few more cars 
recently, but mills are unable to get more 
than a very small percentage of what they 
actually need. They are going to all kinds 
of trouble and expense to get cars, but are 
meeting with indifferent success. 


FLOUR AND FEED PACKAGES 


The following shows the difference in 
price of flour and feed packages now and 
on the corresponding date two years ago: 


1917 1915 
Be NE 6 a Fock pnctbonet $ -47$ .46 
140-Ib jute, plain, per M....... 146.25 99.26 
Printed on one side— 
98-lb cotton, per M ......... 133.26 64.25 
49-Ib cotton, per M ......... 86.25 43.00 
24%-lb cotton, per M ....... 63.50. 30.50 
49-lb paper, per M .......... 46.00 30.00 


24%-lb paper, per M ........ 31.00 20.50 
Bran sacks, 40x62, burlap, 8-oz, 
FORA oo ov eR iaOs ve bccn seein ve 121.50 84.00 
«LAKE-AND-RAIL RATES 
Lake-and-rail rates on flour for rt 
from Duluth to New York are qu at 
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1%e per 100 Ibs; Duluth to Boston, 17c. 
Domestic flour rates from Duluth to New 
York are 18.8c; Duluth to Boston, 20.8c. 
Lake-and-rail rates on feed for export 
from Duluth to New York and Boston are 
quoted at 18¢ per 100 lbs., 

No lake-and-rail rates have been quoted 
as yet from Duluth to Montreal, and none 
are expected until resumption of passen- 
ger service, which probably will be early 
in June. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


A midget mill is talked of at Langdon, 
N. D. 


This department has a call for a num- 
ber of millwrights. 

A. J. Pietrus is installing a midget mill 
at Sleepy Eye, Minn. 

The project to rebuild the Shannon & 
Conant mill at Earlham, Iowa, has been 
abandoned. 

G. C. Caruthers, milling superintendent 
for the Quaker Oats Co. at Sudbury, 
Ont., was in Minneapolis April 12. 

The Custer (S. D.) Milling Co. has been 
incorporated, with $10,000 capital, by 
Robert H. McCallagh, Alfred S. Dupuis 
and Percy H. Helm. 

George Kent, superintendent for the St. 
Lawrence Flour Mills Co., Ltd., Montreal, 
is at Mount Clemens, Mich., recuperating 
from his recent illness. 

James Pye, Minneapolis representative 
of the Nordyke & Marmon Co., has re- 
ceived an order from the Washburn (N. 
D.) Milling Co. for a square sifter. 

Marcus Ball, a loader employed at the 
Pillsbury A mill in Minneapolis, in at- 
tempting to pass between two freight cars, 
was thrown under the wheels and killed. 

C. H. Barnard, of Wellington, Kansas, 
president, and J. A. Wells, of Kent, Ohio, 
secretary, of the Fraternity of Operative 
Millers of America, are in Minneapolis 
this week making plans for the annual 
convention which is to be held here June 
4-8. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

Dwight K. Yerxa, of Yerxa, Andrews 
& Thurston, Minneapolis, is in the East. 

W. M. Hommerding, manager Harvey 
(N. D.) Milling Co., is in Minneapolis 
today. 

S. G. Roosevelt, of Roosevelt Bros., 
millers, Ackley, Iowa, was in Minneapolis 
April 16. _ 

Ned Kessler, of the Milwaukee ( Wis.) 
Bag Co., is in Minneapolis this week, call- 
ing on mills. 

Jesse C. Stewart, flour, Pittsburgh, was 
in Minneapolis during the week ¢éalling 
on his mill connections. 

F. H. Dates, of Milwaukee, agent for 
the Empire Milling Co., Minneapolis, is 
visiting headquarters this week. 

The Doughman’s Club, of St. Paul, will 
hold its regular monthly meeting at the 
Fleischmann Co.’s headquarters Wednes- 
day evening, April 18. 

E. O. Moffatt, president of the Moffatt 
Commission Co., Kansas City, passed 
through Minneapolis last week en route 
home from the Orient. Y 

William M. Regan, president Regan 
Bros., bakers, Minneapolis, returned last 
week from Crooked Lake, Fla., where he 
has been for two months. . 
| The Washburn-Crosby Co., of Minn 
polis, has tendered the government the 
use of its space in the Saturday Evening 
Post for advertising purposes. 

The annual convention of the National 
Association of Macaroni and Noodle 
Manufacturers of America will be held 
at Cleveland, Ohio, beginning June 12. 

The commercial past houses of Geo. B. 
Lane and Piper, Jaffray & Co., Minne- 
apolis, have been succeeded by Lane, Piper 
& Jaffray, Inc., with offices in the First 
National-Soo Line Building. 

Charles A. Ward, who has represented 
the Hubbard Milling Co. in central Illi- 
nois for several years, has succeeded 
Harry W. Kelly as Minnesota state rep- 
resentative, with headquarters at Mankato. 

John Fyfe, formerly with the Macleod 
(Alta.) Flouring Mills, Ltd., has secured 
a ition as salesman for the Empire 
Milling Co., Minneapolis, in southern 
Michigan and Indiana, with headquarters 
at Indianapolis. 


A bill has been introduced in the Minne-. 


sota legislature urging the government to 
establish a minimum price for grain. The 
following minimums are suggested: wheat, 
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$1.50 bu; rye, $1; barley, $1; corn, $1, 
oats, 75c; Re Poti * 

Minneapolis millers are not putting out 
any quotations on patent flour for export. 
The only business that has been possible 
in recent weeks was a little low-grade, and 
the quantity of such sold depended en- 
tirely on the d6cean room obtainable. 

The Minnesota Senate has passed two 
House bills; one provides that certificates 
of grain inspection shall set forth the te;t 
weight of each bushel, and the othe; 
memorializes Congress to establish termi- 
nal elevators at leading railroad centers. 

Minneapolis representatives at the Fed- 
eration directors’ meeting in Chicago, 
April 13, were: William G. Crocker, 
Washburn-Crosby Co; Professor Harry 
Snyder, Russell-Miller Milling Co., ani 
B. B. Sheffield, Big Diamond Mills Co. 

Durum mills have their output sold for 
April-May shipment. With prices at pres- 
ent abnormally high level, millers are dis- 
couraging macaroni manufacturers from 
buying for deferred shipment. Inquiry 
has been received by Minneapolis mills 
for July-September shipment. 

Many requests for military guards to 
protect property, especially from grain 
elevators in small towns in Minnesota, 
have been received by state executives. 
This is attributed by the attorney-general 
to anxiety on the part of owners after the 
incendiary fires in Minneapolis elevators. 

CEREALS AND FEED 

Screenings are unchanged and firm in 
price. 

Rye feed is quoted at $40 ton, in 100-1! 
sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Minneapolis cereal mills have advanced 
corn meal and rye flour $1.10@1.20 bh 
since April 10. 

A lot of 25,000 bus standard A barley 
from California was worked in Minne- 
apolis this week. 

Minneapolis jobbers quote season ship- 
ment bran at $37 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.0.b. 
Boston rate points. 

Strength in corn and oats has caused an 
advance of $6 ton in cracked corn and 
ground feed in the last week. 

John E, Geraghty, president of the 
Northwestern Feed Co., Minneapolis, re- 
turned home today from the South. 

Rolled oats are quoted nominally at 
$8.35@8.45 bbl, in wood, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. All offers are subject to confirma- 
tion. 

The Quaker Oats Co., Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, will increase the capacity of its oat- 
meal mill to 5,500 bbls and corn meal 
plant to 1,700 bbls daily. 

Iowa mills have advanced feed prices 
$1.50 ton in the last week, and claim to be 
selling all the bran they have ‘to offer, on 
the basis of $42.50, delivered Chicago. 

Mill oats are firm at 45@59c bu, bulk, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, with demand about 
equal to the supply. Mill oats bringing 
minimum prices are little better than 
screenings. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 

Premiums on track wheat at Minne- 
apolis have advanced 10c bu for the week. 

Chicago May is still about 6¢ over Min- 
neapolis May, but the July is 18¢ under 
Minneapolis July. 

One car of No. 1 northern wheat sold in 
Minneapolis today at $2.4814, or just 30c 
over the May option at the close. 

Choice No. 1 durum on track at Minne- 
apolis is commanding a premium of 6'/,c 
over choice No. 1 northern, blue-stem. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have (c- 
creased 200,000 bus the past three days. 
Total April 17 was about 9,350,000 bus, 
against 10,500,000 in 1916. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,677,000 bus of whceit. 
Receipts less shipments were 1,156,000 
bus, against 752,000 in 1916. 

Based on the close today (April 17), 
the average prices paid to farmers at 
country points in the Northwest were: for 
No. 1 northern, $2.13 bu; for No. 2 north- 
ern, $2.10; for light-weight, $1.68. 

St. Louis has been buying wheat in Min- 
neapolis during the week. A number of 
cars of Montana winter and northwestern 
spring have been worked. Shippers have 
buying orders in hand, and further busi- 
ness is looked for. 

With Kansas City comparatively higher 
than Minneapolis, no southwestern wheat 

(Continued on page 180.) 
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Demand for flour is very spirited. It 
comes from every direction, and much of 
it is of an exceedingly urgent character. 

Most mills have no trouble in booking 
all the flour they can possibly take care 
of, while many of the larger and stronger 
concerns with the best established trade 
are restricting orders and actually en- 
deavoring to deter their trade from fur- 
ther commitments. 

The demand seems almost altogether 
due to a general tendency among house- 
hold consumers to stock up on flour. In 
many instances reported to mills, grocers 
had ‘a perfect “run” on their flour stocks 
and were sold out before they realized it. 
This situation immediately ec in rush 
orders to the mills, urging that new sup- 
plies be sent at once. There was little 
discussion about prices. 

While millers regard the whole situation 
as unhealthy and unsound, with buyers 
putting up prices through their own panic, 
they can do no less than take care of the 
trade's imperative demands. In a way, the 
business is welcome, for it comes at a sea- 
son when buying is normally sluggish, and 
with present heavy bookings, mills are 
assured activity in operation almost up to 
harvest. 

On the other hand, they fear that pres- 
ent purchases at such very high prices may 
terminate in loss and possible disaster to 
dealers. On this account, many millers 
are trying to keep down the bookings of 
their regular dealers; they feel, however, 


that there is danger of reaction should 
their pressure become too great, for the 
disappointed dealer will hold them to ac- 
count in the event of further sensational 
advances in values. 


The present situation is that most of 
the larger mills have all the flour booked 


they can take care of just now, while even 
the smaller concerns are in good shape, 
with bookings for immediate running. 


Prices are varied, and it is almost im- 
possible to cover figures on any grade 
without quoting a range of $1 bbl. With 
Kansas City May up 25c on the week and 
every sort of cash wheat selling 25@32c 
higher, flour prices are variously up $1@ 
1.25 bbl. Today, $11.25@11.60 jute, for 
95 per cent flour, is fairly representative, 
while first patent for car-lot family trade 
is quoted up to $12.40, cotton 14-sacks, 
Kansas City. 

Clears are sluggish, with an especially 
poor demand for first qualities. Lower 
grades are sought for. 

Feed continues its great activity, with 
still further advances in prices, bran sell- 
ing up to above $40 ton, sacked, here. 


KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, repre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 
with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. of 

- output activity 
This week sideiatremeens O6 62,800 88 
Last week .s'. Zea ReaWLES 4s 62,100 87 
Year ago .ssviwab aaemnenees 51,500 72 
TWO years ABO ..scceeceees 45,987 65 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 


The output of 65 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The North- 


western Miller, is here shown: 
Flour Pet. 
Weekly output of ac- 
Th , Capacity for week tivity 
i 18 week ssuauun 294,720 226,471 76 
week: «..svan 297,120 219,332 73 
F Nad AGO ..issewe 259,020 152,213 58 
Wo years ago .. 236,280 123,190 -62 


Export shipments by reporting mills 


were 15,746 bbls this week, 13,427 last 
week, 7,232 a year ago and 9,500 two years 
ago. 
Out of 65 mills reporting, 40 report 
domestic business » 12 fair and five 
slow and quiet. 


FOOD COMMISSION FOR KANSAS 


Following a conference with Dr. H. J. 
Waters, of the Kansas State Agricultural 
College, and J. C. Mohler, secretary of the 
state board of agriculture, Arthur Cap- 
per, governor of Kansas, this week an- 
nounced that he would shortly appoint a 
special commission to put the authority 
and resources of the state government 
behind the effort to increase the food pro- 
duction of Kansas, in view of the national 
and world need for foodstuffs. 


MORE CARE ABOUT MILLS 


Southwestern millers, both here and in 
the interior, are more disposed to take 
care to protect their properties from pos- 
sible damage by enemy sympathizers. is 
week has Cronght to light several instan- 
ces where damage to property connected 
with flour mills was evidently contemplat- 
ed, and many millers are now disposed to 
believe that nothing will be lost by exer- 
cising greater care. Here at Kansas City 
some of the mills already are protected 
by fences, and these are being ‘supple- 
mented by watchmen. In the interior, 
several milling concerns are arranging to 
light the grounds about their mills at night 
and establish a patrol. 

At Kansas City all of the larger grain 
elevators are guarded, in part by the mili- 
tary. There is, however, no excited con- 
dition, and the safety steps are taken 
more as a matter of safeguard than be- 
cause of any anticipation of real dangers. 


FILLING THE ATTIC WITH FLOUR 


Millers say they never before saw so 
great a panic to buy flour on the part of 
housewives. The least disturbed of them 
are providing against war scarcity by buy- 
ing a sack or two ahead while the more 
seriously disturbed are laying in a barrel 
or two. One miller says that a totally un- 
precedented amount of shipping direc- 
tions are for flour packed in 98's, cotton, 
indicating a demand for larger packages 
to be stored away in the pantry. 

One Kansas miller whose town and local 
l.c.l shipments from the mill normally 
amount to about 150 bbls a week said that 
this week his sales for local shipment were 
over 700 bbls and his town trade over 500. 
Much the same condition is noted by other 
mills throughout the Southwest. 


NOTES 


Officials of state experiment stations of 
several southwestern states will hold their 
third annual conference at Kansas City, 
June 12-14, 


Robert R. Clark, president of the Aunt 
Jemima Mills Co., St. Joseph, Mo., will 
leave in a few days for a fortnight or 
more in the East. 


E. W. Shields, of the Simonds-Shields 
Grain Co., Kansas City, who returned 
home several weeks ago after a stay at 
Rochester, Minn., is reported to be rapid- 
ly recovering his health and strength. He 
is not, however, yet able to attend to 
business. 


Frank Kell, of the Wichita Mill & Ele- 
vator Co., Wichita Falls, Texas, also inter- 
ested in other Texas mills, was in town 
today after a short trip in Kansas. He is 
disposed to feel hopeful regarding south- 
western wheat prospects if ample rains 
follow the recent moderate supply of 
moisture. 


George B. Flack, 
Sperry Flour Co., San 


resenting the 
rancisco, grain 


department in Kansas, says that he be- 
lieves 40 per cent will cover the abandoned 
wheat acreage of Kansas. The rest of the 


acrea amounting to over 5,000,000, 
should, he believes, yield 50 to 75 per cent 
of a crop. 

Henry Lassen, —s of the Kansas 
Milling Co., Wichita, and L. E. Moses, 
president of the Kansas Flour Mills Co., 
attended a railway conference in Chicago, 
early in the week. Later Mr. Lassen un- 
dertook to drive home in a new motor-car 
but, rather to his joy, was forced to turn 
back by rain and impassable roads when 
only 50 miles out from Kansas City. 


In a letter under date of April 13, C. V. 
Brinkman, president of the Walnut Creek 
Milling Co., Breat Bend, Kansas, says 
that the rains improved the wheat pros- 
pect in that district only on wheat sown 
in corn stalk or wheat stubble ground. 
The rest of the wheat was, he says, dead 
beyond hope of 2 get & but the stubble 
land wheat, which ordinarily yields the 
poorest of any, shows better life and 
promises some wheat. 


A. J. Hunt, president of the New Era 
Milling Co., Arkansas City, Kansas, who 
is in town for a few days, says that, in his 
opinion, the Kansas wheat crop is far 
from gone. Rains in the southern Kan- 
sas districts have helped the wheat great- 
ly, and most of that district shows an ex- 
cellent prospect, needing only rains and 

weather to make a very satisfactory 

jeld. In the immediate district of Ar- 

ansas City, the present supply of mois- 

ture is ample to carry the wheat two or 
three weeks. 


Theodore F. Ismert, president of the 
Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., Kansas City, 
returned early in the week from a 1,200- 
mile motor trip through the principal 
wheat-growing sections of Kansas. Mr. 
Ismert completed his trip before the rains 
came, but, ed upon what he saw and 
upon the assured benefits of the rainfall, 
he is exceedingly optimistic about the 
prospective crop, particularly as com- 
pared with the idea he had before his per- 
sonal investigation. He looks for a crop, 
providing future moisture supply is am- 
ple, far exceeding the pessimistic reports 
which have been current. 





WICHITA 


Mills report a local flour demand, 
many selling their full capacity. There is 
some restriction in selling to eastern trade, 
as buyers, although keeping in touch with 
the market, are not inclined to pay the 
cash premium over May option. 

Range of values, as indicated by reports 
received from leading southern Kansas 
and northern Oklahoma mills, is as fol- 
lows: best Kansas hard wheat flour, $11.60 
@12 bbl; straight bran, $1.95@2.05 per 
100 lbs; mill-run bran, $2.05@2.15; shorts, 
$2.15@2.35,—in straight or mixed cars, 
delivered within 15c rate territory. 

There is a good demand for cash wheat. 
Receipts for the first five days of the week 
were 67 cars, against 67 same time last 
week, and 196 last year. Range of sales 
on No. 2 hard wheat was up to $2.54, de- 
livered Kansas City rate points, or 20@ 
24c over Kansas City May option, deliv- 
ered Kansas City. 

Demand for corn continues fair, sales 
ranging around $1.40@1.50. 


NOTES 


J. F. Enns, manager of the Enns Mill- 
ing Co., Inman, Kansas, in the city this 
week, said milling conditions were satis- 
factory. 


James H. Sherman, secretary of the 
Wichita Board of Trade, has received a 
commission to act as captain of troup B 
of the Kansas cavalry. 


Word has been received of the death of 
Lee Ames, one of the principal owners of 
the Caldwell tikenanst Milling Co. Mr. 
Ames had been in Colorado for the past 
two years because of ill health. 


J. D. Frisbie, manager of the Kingman 
(Kansas) Mills, was on the trading floor 
last week. He states that business is 
somewhat improved over a few weeks ago, 
and that the shipping situation is much 
better. 

Growing wheat in southern Kansas and 
northern Oklahoma was greatly benefited 
by the recent rain. Reports indicate that 
aleendiy the wheat is looking considerably 
better in all sections, and every one is 
much more optimistic. Should favorable 
conditions continue, it is the general opin- 
ion that the outcome will surpass ideas 
formed regarding wheat prior to the rain. 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Dututn, Miyn., April 16.—Bullish 
tone to wheat caused advance in flour 
prices of 75c bbl last week. Demand 
nominal. Mills reported no betterment in 
business. The rapid advance secured 
many buyers. Sales were scattered, and 
ranged from small to car-lot size. Higher 
prices caused family trade to buy for 
future. Buying from this quarter has 
been light for some time, but housewives 
are now laying in stock beyond immediate 
needs. Large jobbers and bakery con- 
cerns — to await developments. Buy- 
ers holding old contracts clamor for deliv- 
ery. Millers are unable to care for cus- 
tomers, because railroads fail to furnish 
equipment for shipment. 

Some export inquiry, but no sales. Old 
contracts are being cleaned up. 

Not much business was ieee in rye, 
owing to advancing market and but little 
interest. Continued higher prices limited 
demand. ew light, and prices ad- 
vanced 65c bbl. 

A little interest was shown in durum. 
Buyers evidently needed supplies, and 
were willing to pay the price, which ad- 
vanced over $1 bbl. Supplies scarce, with 
strong demand. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
13,460 bbls flour, or 37 per cent of capac- 
ity, against 13,270, or 37 per cent, the 
previous week, and 19,255, or 54 per cent, 
a year ago. 

Millfeed strong under limited output 
and brisk demand. 


NOTES 

Charles F. Macdonald, secretary Duluth 
Board of Trade, is in Chicago on business. 

Traders are endeavoring to curb specu- 
lation by customers, by demanding heavy 
margins, 

Charles H. Thornton and A. W. Hep- 
worth, Winnipeg, Man., were on ’change 
last week. 

Shippers got more cars to load and. 
move for delivery in the East, but many 
will wait for boats to start. 

M. L, Jenks, president Duluth Board of 
Trade, and Walter Turle, have returned 
from pleasure trips in the East. 

Oats advanced 314c last week, barley 9 
@10c and rye 12c. Demand for ry¢g and 
barley urgent under slack offerings. 

High records for wheat were established 
today (April 16). Spot No. 1 durum 
closed at 11@15¢ over No. 1 northern; 
May durum, 19¢ over the spring delivery. 

C. L. Kenrick, special agent North- 
western Steamship Co., was in Duluth last 
week winding up the concern’s business. It 
hereafter will operate its steamers from 
Gladstone to the East. 

The shipping situation in the East is 
improving, and grain stocks in Buffalo 
are being cleaned up. No further con- 
gestion at the down ports is expected 
after the lake movement sets in. 

Adam Gentles Thomson, son of A. D. 
Thomson, of Duluth, was married April 
14, in New York, to Miss Clara Eloise 
McConnell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Odell W. McConnell, of Helena, Mont. 

Ice conditions are not much changed. 
Tugs are expected to leave winter moor- 
ings this week and go into commission. 
Vessel men dislike to pay for tug service, 
with elevator room available and opening 
indefinite. . 

Light inquiry reported for vessel space 
for grain to go out at the opening of navi- 

ation. Opinion prevails that bulk of 

nded grain will be shipped shortly after 
navigation opens. The rate on wheat, 
Duluth to Buffalo, is 5¢ bu, 4%@lc lower 
than the week previous. 

The cash market is strong. All grades 
advanced sharply, but basis as to the May 
not much changed. Offerings limited, and 
sold readily. No. 1 northern, spot, 4c 
under May; to arrive, 8c under; No. 2, 
May price and 3c under; No. 3, 3@8c 
under; No. 2 hard Montana advanced 6c 
to 10c over May; No. 1 durum continues 
at May figure; No. 2, 5c under the No.1. 

With farmers busy seeding, receipts of 
wheat are expected to drop to next to 
nothing. Holders of wheat in elevators 
available for sale expect increasing pre- 
miums when navigation opens. Duty was 
paid last week on considerable bonded 
wheat and converted to domestic stock. 
Bonded arrivals are falling off. Storage 
space for it is limited, and increased in- 
surance restricts movement. 


F. G. Cartson. 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending April 14 was esti- 
mated at 22,750 bbls, or 85 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 21,500, or 78 per 
cent, last week, 21,250, or 75 per cent, in 
1916, and 17,250, or 58 per cent, in 1915. 

A feature all the week was the advance 
in the price of flour, following each in- 
crease in the cost of wheat. Each day’s 
business made history, both as regards 
values of flour and feedstuffs. There was 
more flour booked by Chicago buyers, 
mainly from the Southwest, than for some 
time. Chicago brokers also claim that 
‘ their mill connections in Kansas report 
better business than for several weeks. 
The car situation has improved slightly. 

Minneapolis mill brands have been 
marked up to $11.90@12, wood and cot- 
ton, to the retail trade, the highest in 
years. Spring wheat patents advanced 
50@75c bbl, and are Fg today at 
$10.40@10.85, jute. Soft wheat flour is 
commanding fancy prices, owing to the 
scarcity of wheat. Many mills that have 
heretofore sold in this market are unable 
to do so now, owing to the lack of the raw 
material. It is not unusual to hear of soft 
wheat patents that are well established 
selling at $11.50@12 bbl. 

Chicago mills are in a position whereby 
they could operate at full capacity if cars 
were obtainable, as they are well booked 
up on flour. 

Rye flour has advanced about the same 
as wheat flour. Some Wisconsin mills are 
asking $9@9.25, jute. Millfeeds are ex- 
ceptionally high. Chicago mills prefer 
mixed-car trade to straight shipments. 


WHEAT SURPLUS DECREASING 


Although leaders among the profession- 
als and the big commission houses have 
tried to curtail speculative operations and 
have succeeded in a measure, they failed 
to keep prices for cash and May wheat 
from advancing to a new level. Those 
who sold wheat short on the rains in the 
Southwest, and depressed prices, discov- 
ered that foreign governments and sea- 
board exporters had bought the wheat on 
the decline, and the short sellers were 
forced to bid prices up in covering. 

The leading factor in the world’s wheat 
situation is that the surplus that has ex- 
isted for years has practically been con- 
sumed, and there is a deficit facing the 
trade. This is responsible for the advance 
in prices, and especially for the unprece- 
dented premiums. This theory is con- 
firmed by reports from the Department 
of Agriculture at Washington. 


THE GRAIN MARKET 


May wheat advanced to $2.25, Satur- 
day, a new high level, with the close $2.25 
@2.241,,. Shorts, exporters and those who 
are taking off hedges against cash sales to 
mills have been good buyers. The only 
offerings came from profit takers. Prices 
are up 1214c above those of a week ago. 
There has been extensive spreading be- 
tween May and deferred futures, with 
July 3%c higher and September 3%¢c low- 
er than a week ago. 

In 30 days May wheat has advanced 50c, 
July 43c and September 36c. In the same 
time corn went up 38c for May, 35c for 
July and 33%c for September. There has 
been a widening of the spread between 
May and September corn from 1c to 75c. 
Oats are up 75% @10%¢e, the latter on May. 
From the low point made Feb. 3, when the 
United States broke with Germany, May 
wheat is up 7114¢, July 5814¢ and Septem- 
ber 45c. It is seldom that prices have ad- 


vanced so rapidly in so short a period. In 
the same time corn went up 33%c@4é6c, 


with May leading, and oats are 154%@ 
1714¢ higher. ‘ 

Prices have reached a level where the 
trade generally is afraid to operate heav- 
ily. 7 ecg lg eye t cannot 
hedge it with safety, because of the ex- 
cessive premiums. Ih handlers have 
wheat sold for shipment and millers are 
begging for it, but scarcity of cars pre- 
vents its being moved. 


NOTES 


The New York Central Lines have put 
an embargo on all freight, except perish- 
able and live stock, east of Cleveland. 

Gustave Hetzel, who has been in the 
state grain inspection department for 
years, has. been appointed registrar of 
warehouse receipts. : 

B. A. Eckhart, of the B. A. Eckhart 
Milling Co., has been elected a director of 
the Erie Railroad Co., succeeding George 
W. Perkins, resigned. 

E. W. Bailey & Co. have sold the J. 
Rosenbaum Grain Co. 100,000 bus old No. 
2 hard winter wheat in store at 914@IlIc 
over May, the flat price being $2.23@2.25. 

B. B. Sheffield, of the Big Diamond 
Mills Co., Minneapolis, attended the Fed- 
eration meeting Friday. He was on his 
way home, after a vacation spent in the 
South. 

Members of the Board of Trade voted 
down a proposition to change the method 
of handling insurance on deliveries of 
grain on future contracts. The change 
would have been satisfactory to the ele- 
vator people who, in one sense, were doing 
an insurance business. 

Millers attending the Federation meet- 
ing commented on the absence of Charles 
L. Roos, of Wellington, Kansas, and A. J. 
Hunt, of Arkansas City, Kansas. This is 
the first time in many years that these 
two gentlemen have failed to attend a 
session of the Federation. 

War risks on lake shipments have been 
fixed at 4% of 1 per cent. Vessels are al- 
lowed four days for loading and 10 for 
unloading at destination. Where more 
than 10 days are required to unload, an 
extra 4 of 1 per cent is added. Explosion 
rates on elevators are 50@70c per $100. 

To conform with the quantity carload 
figures used by the Illinois state grain in- 
spection department, the rules of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade, on and after May 
1, 1917, will require all sales of carloads 
for future delivery to be based on 1,800 
bus oats, 1,100 bus wheat, 1,200 bus corn, 
Kafir corn, milo maize, feterita and rye, 
1,250 bus barley, and 650 bus timothy seed. 


Reports covering the agricultural re- 
ions of the West and Central West in- 
icate that enormous acreage will be put 
into corn and oats this year. Many 
meadows and clover-fields have been win- 
ter-killed, and will be plowed up and 
led to corn and oats. Considerable 
spring wheat will also be put in where pos- 
sible, particularly in northern Kansas and 
Nebraska. 

The federal grand jury, in investigatin 
the high cost of grains and provisions, an 
of living, summoned 30 Board of Trade 
firms and operators to appear and tell all 
they know. Secretary J. C. F. Merill, of 
the Board of Trade, was a witness the 

ler part of two days. The United 

tates district attorney requested that the 

secretary bring records of all transactions 
of the board since last September. 


It was a. noticeable that winter 

wheat millers in Chicago last week attend- 
ing the Federation meeting were more 
hopeful of a fairly satisf crop of 
wheat than the trade. has been to be- 
lieve, owing to conditions the past month. 
Some of t from Ohio, Indiana, and 
the southern half of Illinois, a con- 
‘ditions greatly improved wi the past 
10 days, owing to the rains and favorable 
weather. 
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‘The world’s supply of wheat April 1, as 
compiled by the Daily ‘Trade Bulletin, 


was 269,031,000 bus, against 356,797,000 
last year. Decrease during March, 19,- 
062,000 bus, compared with a loss of 20,- 
897,000 in February and an increase in 
March, last year, of 75,039,000. Stocks in 
the United States, 82,796,000 bus, a de- 
crease of 3,047,000 last month, and 6,595,- 
000 under last year’s stocks, Euro 
and afloat stocks are estimated at 66,000,- 
000 bus, or 5,000,000 short of last year’s 
crop. 

The Quaker Oats Co., a an- 
nounces that the rebuilding of its mill 
that burned at Peterboro, Ont., will begin 
at once. The mill will have a capacity, per 
24 hours, of 2,000 bbls rolled oats, 1,000 
bbls oatmeal, 1,000 bbls spring wheat flour, 
300 bbls winter wheat flour, 150 kegs bar- 
ley, 350 tons mixed feeds, and a quantity 
of, corn flakes. The contract for the 
building has been let to the Leonard Con- 
struction Co., Chicago and Canada. The 
machinery, however, will be placed by mill 
employees. 

The United States is the only country 
with any corn of consequence to export, 
and its surplus is unusually small. Latest 
cables from Argentina give that country 
only 25 per cent of a crop. The Balkan 
states are out of the rting line, and 
Russia has very little. Russian gov- 
ernment has commandeered grain supplies 
in that country. This leaves Eu de- 
pendent upon the United States for its 
supplies, a condition which is responsible 
for the advance to the highest prices 
known in the history of the country. 

The commission rule for handling cash 
grain on consignments has been changed 
to a percentage basis. Wheat, rye, bar- 
ley, corn, oats, ear corn, Kafir corn, milo 
maize, feterita and t wd based on 1 

r cent, excepting that. when 1 per cent 
cB to en pond 1c a bu on wheat, bar- 
ley, rye, Kafir corn, milo maize, feterita, 
spelt and ear corn, %,¢ per bu on shelled 
corn, and on oats ¥,c per bu, then Ic per 
bu shall be charged on everything except 
shelled corn, which is 3,¢ per bu, and oats 
¥%,c. The rate for selling bran, middlings, 
screenings and all millstuffs of 20 tons or 
less remains at $7.50 per car. 





WISCONSIN 

Mitwauxee, Wis., April 14.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with a 
weekly capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 11,000 
this week, representing 92 per cent of 
capacity. Last week, mills with the same 
capacity turned out 9,000, or 84 per cent; 
a year ago, mills with a capacity of 24,600 
turned out 11,600, or 47 per cent. 

Millers report flour business good, with 
general buying for both prompt and de- 
ferred shipment. Prices advanced -50@ 
60c, following the upturn in the cash 
market. The output was increased, and 
all expect to operate full time next week. 
The car situation has eased up somewhat. 

Choice city brands of hard spring 
wheat patent were quoted at $11.80@ 
$11.90, and straights at $11.05@11.15, all 
in wood. Shipping directions came in 
freely, and millers have plenty of loading 
orders on hand. 3 

Clears were in excellent demand. Prices 
followed the patent, and were quoted at 
$10@10.25, jute. Inquiry was good from 
all sections, and as fast as the flour was 
made it was loaded out. Local trade was 
good, bakers buying freely. 

Kansas straights were in demand 
at $10.50@10.75, cotton. Jobbers reported 
good business with bakers and grocers. 

tocks on hand are sufficient to meet re- 
quirements. 

Corn meal was in good demand, and ad- 
vanced l5c, following the strength in corn. 
Millers are well sold ahead. Southern 
demand was for white, while local 
trade bought freely of yellow. 

Millf was strong, with bran and 
middlings up 50c@§$1 ton. There was a 
good demand for stuff for prompt ship- 
ment. Quotations for May and Jens de- 
livery ranged $6@10 ton under present 
asking prices for prompt shipment. Offers 
from northwestern country mills were 
light. Shippers have considerable March 
shipment feed yet to come out. Local 

are sold ahead for 30 days. Hominy 

feed advanced $5 ton, to following 

ten pas ang Transit feed at — 
ints brought fan rices, 

grades ro ea pat ie ; 

The state trade in millfeed was good, 
country dealers — freely in mixed 
cars with flour. tocks are light, and 
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shippers look for good business until we 


tures are Screenings of the best 
qoality readily, but poor stuff was 

ow and difficult to place, even at liber] 
discounts 


Milling wheat was in excellent deman(. 
Millers bought all choice offered. Stocis 
are moderate. Top price for No. 1 nori|)- 
ern, $2.36. 

NOTES 

The Armour Grain Co. has given notice 
that ahy ag be entering military 
service of the United States will recei\¢ 
his regular salary while absent, and }jis 
position will be open for him upon his 
return. 

A bill in the Wisconsin legislature (5 
appropriate $15,000 for the purchase of 
track scale testing car from the Unit.) 
States government to make tests of »|! 
railway track scales in Wisconsin, h: - 
been killed. 

Joseph Poehlmann, Milwaukee, pre 
dent of the Wisconsin Master Bake), 
Association, stated that, since Jan. 1, 1.) 
small bakers have discontinued, and th | 
100 or more will find it necessary to clo. 
unless flour prices decline, or bakers a:.- 
vance selling prices. : 


P. P. Donahue, A. K. Taylor and W:).. 


lace M. Bell have been appointed de!.- 
a the Milwaukee Chamber if 
erce to the convention of the Grain 
Dealers’ National Association, which \ ‘|| 
be held on Monday next at Hotel La Salic, 
Chicago, to discuss the freight situation 
The New Richmond (Wis.) Roller \\'!] 
Co. has won it suit to.collect an additional 
$4,000 on policies covering its flour-milliy: 
plant, burned last fall. The insurance 
coupe claimed that it sent a letter to 
the milling company bearing the infor- 
mation that a change had been made in 
the plan of insurance and that it would 
allow only $9,000, instead of $13,000 :c- 
cording to a former agreement. The mill- 
ing company claiined the letter never was 
received. The new mill, a 500-bbl plant, 
with an elevator of 150,000 bus capacity, 
will be in operation by July 1. 
H. N. Witson. 





LOUISIANA 

New Onrtgans, La. April 14.—Flour 
prices have advanced 75@95c bbl. Scv- 
eral lots of 95 per cent Oklahoma and 
Kansas changed hands at $10.40@1\).50 
in 98-lb cottons yesterday, about $1 under 
mill values. 

Kansas mills offered 95 per cent flour 
at the close at $11.30@11.40, in 98-lb cot- 
tons. Oklahoma quoted straights at 
$10.60, in 98-lb cottons. 

Minnesota spring wheat patents ranged 
$11@11.70, family grade (export) $11.35, 
and clears $10.40, in 98-lb cottons. 

Soft wheat patents were offered by 
mills at $11.25@12 in 98-lb cottons. 

Spot flour, Kansas 95 per cents, sold 
at $10.40@10.50; Minnesota patents, 
$10.60@10.70; soft wheat patents, $10.30 
@11,—in 98-lb cottons. There was a good 
demand for clears. 

Official quotations posted at the Board 
of Trade (round lots in first hans): 
bran, on track, $2.18@2.25 per 100 |\)s, 
tagged. Corn, bulk on track: No. 3 
white, $1.51 bu; No. 3 yellow, $1.50; No. 
3 mixed, $1.491%4. Oats, bulk on track: 
No. 2 white, 78c; No. 3 white, 771,c; No. 
3 mixed, 771,c. Corn products, per |)))l: 
corn meal, $6.25; cream meal, $6.30; grits, 
$6.40; hominy, $6.60. 


NOTES 


Inspected outward on shipboard: -?6,- 
470 bus wheat. 

Grain inspection since April 1: what, 
237 cars; corn, 120; oats, 592; barley, 23. 

Stocks in elevators: wheat, 1,979.000 
bus; corn, 236,000; oats, 974,000; barley, 
433,000. 


Corn has sold at $1.40@1.52 bu; «Xs, 
74@78c, with good local and export ‘e- 
mand, latter from Central and S uth 
America. 


Flour sold on the Board of Trade yes- 
terday at $12.20 in 98-lb cottons fir 4 
half-patent grade, claimed to be the |\izh- 
est wholesale price paid since the ‘‘ivil 
War. Edwin f. Rowley, representi:g 4 


- Louisville mill, said the buyer woul not 


take 40c bbl profit on his contract « {ter 
it had been closed. “My mill paid ~’.10 
for cash wheat Thursday, and was |:1cky 
to get it,” said Mr. Rowley. 

é, Georce L. Feriy. 
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‘!he output of flour by mills represented 
at ‘loledo, with a combined weekly capac- 
ity of 48,000 bbls, for the week ending 
April 7 was 26,300, or 55 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 21,300, or 44 per 
cent, last week, 20,300, or 42 per cent, a 
year ago, 18,600, or 39 per cent, two years 
ago, ind 18,700, or 39 per cent, three years 
ago. 








OHIO LEADS 

Ohio willset the pace in bumper crops 
this year. Governor Cox has notified state 
board of administration members. that he 
expects a record yield from the 8,000 till- 


able acres at 17 state institutions under 
this control. 

A conference of the administration 
board of agricultural experts was held 
Thursday to make plans for Ohio farmers 
to turn out food supplies as a war meas- 


ure. The purpose is to work every avail- 
able acre as an example of patriotism. 

The new state itentiary farm last 
year produced field crops worth $10,078. 
Convicts cleared last winter nearly 200 
additional acres which will be used this 
year. 

STATE TO PROTECT ELEVATORS 

Suspicious elevator fires have aroused 
the state of Ohio to take steps to protect 
them. Forty deputy fire marshals started 
last week to hunt for possible incendiaries. 
Three elevators were destroyed last week, 
two of them in one county. There have 
been other fires of suspicious origin. It is 
purposed to thwart any blow aimed at the 
food supply in this country. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Fourteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, with a combined weekly capac- 
ity of $4,660 bbls, for the week ending 
April 14 made 51,096, or 60 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 43,622, or 53 per 
cent, last week, by 11 mills of 82,760 bbls 
capacity. 

Aes the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 


Alien & Wheeler Co., Troy. 

Mansfield Milling Co.,. Mansfield. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Blev, & Mill Co., Toledo. 


INDIANA 
shen Milling Co., Goshen. 
ughry Bros, Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello. 
biesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 
uckow Co. Franklin, 


MICHIGAN 


Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
sular Milling Co., Flint. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids, 


BAMQA 


E. M. STULTS 

E. M. Stults, treasurer and general 
manager Buckeye Cereal Co., Massillon, 
Ohio, has been connected with the milling 
business, one way or another, all his life. 
When he was one year old, in 1870, his 
father traded his farm for a small coun- 
try water-power mill which had one clean- 
ing inachine, one pair of burrs and one 
ree! for making flour. 

In 1885 his father went to Orwell, 
Ohio, and in company with Samuel Kile 
built 2 100-bbl flour mill. This was about 
the time rolls were beginning to come 
into use in Ohio, As they were some- 
what in doubt if flour made on a full 
rollcr mill would meet the approval of 
their trade, they decided to d a com- 


bination mill, part rolls and part burrs. 
This did not prove to be a success, and 
two years later they remodeled to a full 
roller mill, and from that time on the 
flour gave the best of satisfaction and 
the mill commenced to make money. 

It was at this mill that E. M. Stul 


gained some knowledge of the business 
in all its branches, from unloading coal 
to operating, selling and managing the 
business. In 1898 he accepted a position 
with the Hicks-Brown Millin Co., Mans- 
field, Ohio, as manager, re he re- 
mained for three years until the mill 
was sold. Next he had two years’ experi- 
ence on the road, eo swage Norton & 
Co., Chicago, in New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington. After two 
years he returned to Orwell and pur- 
chased the mill of his father, who wished 
to retire on account of ill health. 

In 1910 he sold his mill at Orwell to 


Northway & Peck, and went to Massillon — 





E. M. Stults 


as manager of the new plant of the 
Buckeye Cereal Co., which was formed 
that year. The mill has a capacity of 
350 bbls flour, 200 bbls kiln-dried corn 
goods, with a complete equipment for 
manufacturing molasses, horse and dairy 
feeds, chicken and dry mixed feeds. 
Commercially the business has made 
steady progress from the very beginning, 
and its product enjoys an excellent repu- 
tation. 
NOTES 


Harry B. Apple, of the Crescent Mill- 
ing Co., Fairfax, Minn., returned this week 
from a visit to. his mill. 

John W. Burk, of the Ansted & Burk 
Co., Springfield, Ohio, who has been ill 
for some time, is improving. 

F. P. Fisher, manager Cleveland office 
of the Southwestern Milling Co., Inc.; 
Kansas City, was in Toledo this week. 

F. W. Lund, formerly manager Louis- 
ville (Ky.) Milling Co., is now connected 
= the Nicholson Grate Co., of Louis- 
ville. 
bg Tage em 298 ge ee Minne- 
apolis, is conducting a special compaign, 
including house-to-house canvass, in oar. 
ton, Ohio. 

The annual meeting of the Ohio Millers’ 
State Association will be held at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, April 25-26; the headquarters 
are not yet announced. 

S. Thruston Ballard, of Ballard & Bal- 
lard Co., Louisville, Ky., has been made 
chairman of the National Committee on 
Cost of Living and Domestic Economy. 

J. Stuit centiel cnenamen Ky., has been 
appoint representative for the 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., oe see in 
Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia. 

H. R. Ward, of the Russell-Miller Mill- 
ing Co., Minneapolis, was in Louisville last 
week with the representative of the 
mill, J. W. Burns, on his way to Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

Thomas A. Wood, for 14 years general 


travelling representative for the Ansted 
& Burk Co., Springfield, Ohio, has been 
made sales-manager of the company, ef- 
fective April 1. : 

Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill. Co., Toledo, Ohio, was in Canton, 
Ohio, last week to attend the directors’ 
meeting of the Ohio Millers’ Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co. 

H. F. Schudlick, demonstrator, and W. 
B. Behymer, general salesman, Washburn- 
Crosby Co., are in Dayton, Ohio, doing 
special work for the company. L. F. 
Eaton, manager Cincinnati office, was also 
in Dayton this week. 

Nesmith-Wilkes-Seaman Co., Louis- 
ville, Ky., has just been incorporated, suc- 
ceeding Nesmith & Seaman, to engage in 
the flour brokerage and jobbing business. 
J. H. Wilkes, the new member, was with 
the Louisville Grocery Co. for 16 years. 

David Anderson, president National 
Milling Co., Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president 
and general manager Northwestern Ele- 
vato & Mill Co., Toledo, and Arthur A. 
Cunningham, of the Sneath-Cunningham 
Co., Ti Ohio, left this week for a 10 


days’ outing at French Lick Springs, Ind.. 





INDIANA 

Inpranapous, Inp., April 14.—At 
Bloomington, this week, wheat sold to 
mills for $2.50 bu. Coupled with this 
flight in wheat, flour trailed closely be- 
hind, and talk of $20 flour was heard. 
Every miller in Indianapolis at the close 
of the week stated that there was not 
enough wheat left in first hands to work 
the price much lower, and that while there 
might be occasional dips from the present 
high levels, wheat and flour both would 
unquestionably remain at high levels. 

here was spirited ordering of flour 
from local sources throughout the week, 
and more business was booked than dur- 
ing any previous week this year. Be- 
cause of the car situation there was not 
much doing with the East and the South, 
though both sections were frequent in- 
quirers. Many queries came from Europe, 
also, but not much flour was sold to that 
account. 

Soft winter flour advanced about $1 
bbl, and in Indianapolis sold at $11.20@ 
11.30. Scant stocks sent buyers in, and 
reports that the price might within a few 
weeks be several dollars higher kept the 
demand sustained. Mills were not anx- 
ious for much business in car lots. Simul- 
taneous with the advance in wheat and 
flour, most bakers shoved the price of 
bread up to 10c a loaf. Rye flour ad- 
vanced -40c for the week, closing at $8.80. 
The closing price on wheat was $2.38, a 
jump of 3c over the Friday price. Feed 
ruled strong at-$42 ton. 

Mills were forced to increase their op- 
eration schedules. Those that have been 
lagging along below half capacity closed 
the week at nearly three-fourths capacity. 
If the present price of hogs and corn, the 
latter being at the $1.50 mark, continues, 
mills expect an increase~in the price of 
millfeed. 

NOTES 


Indiana flour production for the week, 
9,670 bbls. 

Edgar H. Evans, of the Acme-Evans 
Co., Pranevitte, is in Chicago attending a 
meeting of the Millers’ National Federa- 
tion, 

A large, four-story mill at Brazil, one 
of the oldest in the state, collapsed and 
fell into the Eel River this week. 

The growing crop is reported in a much 
improved condition. Fine rains were re- 
ported during the week, followed by 
springlike weather. i 

The Lawrenceburg Roller Mills this 
week paid $2.43 bu for a big consignment 
of wheat, the highest price ever paid for 
grain in that section. 

C. B. Riley, secretary of the Indiana 
Millers’ Association, will go to Chicago 
Monday to attend a meeting connected 
with food conservation. 

C. B. Jenkins, of the Noblesville (Ind.) 
Milling Co.,.has been a Rwy colonel 
on the governor’s staff, and Bert A. Boyd, 
an Indianapolis grain man, lieutenant- 
colonel. 

Leory Templeton, a veteran who has 
watched the Indiana grain markets since 


the forties, recalls’ that in April, 1850, in 
Indianapolis, corn sold for 6%4c bu, and 
was not a ready sale even at that. 
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The whole state has been drawn into 
Governor Goodrich’s plans to increase the 
eae of n. All Indiana millers are 
heartily lending their support to this Fae 
and local associations throughout Indiana 
are doing first-line work to get all avail- 
able land tilled and placed on a “war 
footing.” 

J. M. Pearson. 





NASHVILLE 


Nasuvitte, Tenn., April 14.—South- 
eastern mills sold as much flour this week 
as they produced. It was almost impos- 
sible to make satisfactory prices, on.ac- 
count of the fluctuating wheat market. 
However, buyers were in the market for 
lots of 100 to 500 bbls, and a few jobbers 
placed larger contracts. The car shortage 
is severe. 

There was some activity by jobbers with 
flour to resell. as instructions were 
fairly active, and mills could handle 
much more business if cars were available. 
There is no disposition by the mills to en- 
courage deferred shipments, and buyers 
do not care to anticipate needs. 

Flour was sharply higher, and prices 
were irregular. Quotations at the close 
were substantially as follows: best or short 
soft winter wheat patents, in cotton, f.o.b. 
Ohio River, $11.50@12; standard or regu- 
lar patents, $10.75@11.20, mainly, $11; 
long patents, 15c under standard; low- 
grades, 30@50c under standard. 

More activity was reported in demand 
for Minnesota and Kansas flours, small 
buyers coming into the market to supply 
their needs. Prices were higher and un- 
settled. Quotations: spring wheat pat- 
ents, jute, 140 lbs, delivered Nashville, 
pet hard winter patents, $11.30@ 

Cash wheat was nearly 20c bu higher 
this week. Stocks are greatly reduced, 
and millers are alarmed over transporta- 
tion conditions. No. 2 red wheat was. 
quoted at $2.55@2.60, Nashville, at the 
close. 

Corn has kept pace with wheat in the 
upward movement. No. 3 white is quoted 
at $1.60, Nashville, and No. 3 yellow, $1.59. 
Bolted corn meal was 20c per 96-lb ba 
higher, being quoted at $3.10@3.20, wit 
fair demand. 

Millfeed in only moderate demand, with 
prices unchanged. Quotations: soft winter 
wheat bran, 100-lb bags, ton, f.o.b. Ohio 
River, $40@42; standard middlings or 
shorts, $43@44. 

THE OUTPUT 


Nashville and southeastern mills, with 
a capacity of 165,300 bbls, showed an out- 
put this week of 102,089, or 61.7 per cent 
of capacity. This compares with 107,101 
bbls and 63 per cent last week, 60.9 the 
same week in 1916, 42.7 in 1915, 53.3 in 
1914, 39.5 in 1913 and 47.4 in 1912. 


STOCKS 


Stocks at Nashville, with comparison, 
as reported through the Nashville Grain 
Exchange: 


April 14 April 7 

Wieery WG 2. oceaccccccna 20,600 18,200 

Wheat, bus .........65.. 232,500 340,000 

OO, Be isvivcccccte 139,000 173,000 

GORE, BUD cc sisccccccccss 190,500 239,000 
NOTES 


Receipts of grain at Nashville last week, 
229 cars. 

W. R. Tate has purchased of Nashville 
banks a grain elevator for $16,000. Logan 
& Co,, of which firm Mr. Tate is a mem- 
ber, will continue to operate the plant, 
which was formerly owned by the Miller 
Elevator Co. 

The Little Rock (Ark.) Flour Mill Co., 
J. A. Stapp, of Kevil, Ky., president, is 
pushing plans for mills with a capacity of 
200 bbls flour, 150 bus corn meal and 50 
bbls graham flour. A building has been 
l » and machinery will soon be in- 
stalled. 

Joun Leiprr. 





World’s Grain Shipments 


World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Apr. 15 Apr. 17 











Wheat— Apr. 14 Apr. 7 1916 1915 
America ..... 3,971 3,609 8,534 7,611 
re 160 214 coe 72 
Argentina .... 746 1,048 2,058 6,572 
Australia ..... 580 620 2,348 eee 
Others ....... 24 16 152 56 

13,092 13,491 


Tots. wheat 6,481 6,507 


1 BOPEY ELITE 3,040 2,396 1,863 2,810 

On passage— 

WORE cccccce 8 cace  bacve 61,912 67,048 
eeeeesees coos sevee 8,424 16,660 
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The advance in wheat has carried the 
price of flour to around $11 bbl, some 
sales being reported over this figure in a 
small way on the barrel basis for winter 
patents, and generally above for spring 
wheat patents. The fluctuations in wheat 
proved disconcerting for the flour trade. 
Buyers were in the market and wanted to 
make contracts, but owing to the high 
figures and the great chance for loss the 
sellers are making very few contracts 
ahead. 

Offerings from the mills are small, due 
‘to the fact that they cannot buy the 
wheat. The complaint is general that the 
country is not selling, and it is impossible 
to sell the flour in the present condition 
of affairs until the wheat is in hand. 
Consumers are excited, and buying freely 
when possible. 

Eastern mills are buying Canadian 
wheat at distinctly lower prices than the 
American, but sellers are afraid to make 
any important contract in this wheat, 
owing to apprehension of action by the 
Canadian government looking toward the 
control of the Canadian supply. 

The constant complaint from the mills 
is the difficulty of getting cars, both to 
ship flour and also to move wheat from 
the country. Prices on all grades of flour 
are a case of accepting or rejecting any 
price which may be in hand, as both bids 
and offers seem to be subject to confirma- 
tion in order to close the transaction. 


FOREIGN BUYING 


Export interest during the week was 
not large, but there has been some busi- 
ness reported nearly every day. The only 
buyers appeared to be the allies, who were 
in the market for Gulf wheat at steadily 
advancing premiums. Trading was re- 
ported done at as high as 27¢ over Chi- 
cago May, f.o.b. the Gulf, but there were 
but few sales, due to the fact that but lit- 
tle was offered. 

This buying was in competition with 
the mills, and to meet allied tonnage ex- 
pected at Gulf ports. The fact that 
wheat was bought at the Gulf at — to 
20c bu over Canadian wheat f.o.b. the 
Atlantic, taking the longer trip into con- 
sideration, was considered due to the ne- 
‘cessities of keeping the vessels moving. 

There was no business reported in At- 
lantic wheat, it being claimed that buyers 
have all they need for the tonnage expect- 
ed at Atlantic ports before the arrival of 
the Canadian wheat. Two years ago there 
was the same pressing demand for Ameri- 
can wheat until navigation opened, and 
then a pause in demand for American as 
soon as the Canadian was available. 


WAR INSURANCE 


The Produce Exchange has taken up 
with the Secretary of the Treasury the 
question of extending the operations of 
the war insurance bureau to grain in 
transit in the interior or in store, owing 
to the danger of its destruction or damage 
by enemy agents. The plea is for insur- 
ance on grain principally, but it is be- 
lieved that the operations of the bureau 
should be extended to cover all commodi- 
ties. 

It is pointed out that the situation is 
somewhat similar to that which followed 
the declaration of war with Germany. 
The ordinary insurance companies cannot 
handle war insurance, and it is necessary 
that the risk be covered, as merchants 
hesitate to assume a risk which might 
easily run to an enormous money value. 


The extension of the operations of the war 
insurance bureau, it is thought, would be 
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comparatively inexpensive on the part of 
the government, and would enable mer- 
chants and handlers of all commodities 
to carry on business free from appre- 
hension of destruction of the commodity 
and serious money loss, 


HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS 


One of the most important additions to 
New York’s harbor facilities in the last 
10 years was started last week with the 
breaking of ground by the Staten Island 
Development Co. for three big piers on 
the bay between Clifton and Stapleton, 
Staten Island. The piers will be more 
than 1,000 feet in length, and capable of 
accommodating at the same time 10 ocean 
freighters with a combined capacity of 
100,000 tons. 

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad has 
completed arrangements to run sidings to 
warehouses to be built on the water front 
back of the piers, giving the new company 
direct all-rail communication with the 
trunk lines of New Jersey. The construc- 
tion work will cost several millions of 
dollars. A. B. Pouch, president of the 
American Dock Co., of Tompkinsville, and 
several steamship men are back of the 
project. 

NOTES 


George W. Collier, flour broker, of 
Boston, and A. E. Baxter, of A. E. Bax- 
ter Engineering & Appraisal Co., Buffalo, 
called at this office this week. 

The feed situation has probably never 
been so firm as it is now. There is prac- 
tically none on spot, and demand is 
strong. Bran is selling readily at $45 and 
middlings at $46 per ton, in 100’s. 

The millers visiting this market this 
week were Dwight K. Yerxa, of Yerxa, 
Andrews & Thurston, Minneapolis, and 
John S. Pillsbury, vice-president of the 
Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., Minneapolis. 

G. H, Turner, Jr., flour salesman, who 
has for some months represented the Abi- 
lene (Kansas) Milling Co. and L. Chris- 
tian & Co., Inc., Minneapolis, in New 
York City, will take over the account of 
the Bay State Milling Co., and relinquish 
the others. : 





PHILADELPHIA 


Puiapverrnia, Pa., April 14.—Prices 
of flour have advanced 75c bbl, compared 
with a week ago. While most dealers re- 
port the demand limited, investigation 
among those who had second-hand stocks 
to sell develops the fact that a pretty good 
business has done at figures ranging 
25@40c below mill limits. 

Spring patent sold early in the week at 
$10 jute, or $10.25 wood, and later at 
$10.55 jute or $10.80 wood. At the close, 
mill limits are up to $11@11.25 wood, for 
standard bakers patent, while some of the 
favorite family brands are held as high 
as $12, 

Kansas patent has sold from $10 up to 
$10.65 jute, while mills: at the close are 
asking $10.75@11 jute and $11@11.25 
wood. 

Soft winter flours are in small suppl 
and dull on a basis of $10.25@10.50 mir | 
for straight. 

NOTES 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 7,598,349 
bus, against 13,489,413 for the same time 
last year. 

L. G. Graff, president of the Commer- 
cial Exchange, has requested the Secretary 
of War to detail guards to protect the 
four grain elevators at this port. - 

According to the government crop re- 
port, the condition of wheat in Pennsyl- 
vania on April 1 was 80, against a 10- 
year average of 88; rye 85, against a 10- 
year average of 90. 

George S. Webster, director of wharves, 
docks and ferries, states that 100 vessels 
are now being built or are under contract 
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to be built on the Delaware River, repre- 
senting a tonnage of 600,000. 

The Bassler flour mill, in Eden town- 
ship near Lancaster, Pa., built more than 
a century but idle for a number of 

ears, is a to be operated by the Bass- 
ertown Milling Co., which will enlarge it. 

The following have been elected mem- 
bers of the Commercial Exchange: W. O. 
Fehling, salesman with Samuel Bell & 
Sons; William J. Watts, with the Shane 
Bros. & Wilson Co., and Joseph C. Hutchi- 
son, baker of this city. 

AMUEL S. DanIeLs. 





BALTIMORE 

Bavtimore, Mp., April 14.—Flour was 
marked up with wheat by the mills, but 
there was no trading of moment at the 
advance. Indeed, it was an unusually 
quiet week for business. Rather than pay 
present prices and take chances on com- 
ing out whole, most local buyers prefer to 
do as little as ible until the new crop. 
They say the risk is too great to do other- 
wise. 


Exporters were out.of the market en- 
tirely, while the buying for domestic ac- 
count was limited. The asking advance at 
the close was 75c bbl on springs and soft 


. winters, and $1.25 on hard winters. At 


one time springs were offered $1 bbl or 
more below hard winters of same grade, 
which, while only momentary, showed a 
remarkable shifting of values. 

Springs were higher and quiet. Fancy 
short patents were held at the close at 
$11.45@11.60; standard brands, $11.20@ 
11.35; long patents, straights and cut- 
straights, $10.90@11.05; first clears, $10.20 
@10.45; second clears, $9.55@10.05,—98-lb 
cottons or 140-lb jutes, and 20@30c more 
in wood. . Very little done, and that early 
in the week by resellers and at a good dis- 
count under final figures. 

Soft winters were upward but inactive. 
Patents at the close were held at $10.85 
@11, wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 40@45c 
less in bulk or buyer’s package; near-by 
straights, $10@10.25, bulk or buyer’s 
sacks, 10@15c more in cotton or jute, 
40@45c more in wood, Offerings were 
light and sales limited. ; 

Hard winters soared after the rains 
came, and were therefore neglected. Pat- 
ents at the close were nominally quoted at 
$12.05@12.20; straights, $11.80@11.95; 
clears, $10.90@11.15,—98-lb cottons or 
140-lb jutes, or 20@30c-more in wood. 
Nothing of moment done, aside from a 
few scattered sales early by resellers. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 55,218 

bis. 


NOTES 

Grain exports from Baltimore this 
week were 1,450,721 bus—611,827 wheat, 
513,445 corn, 177,828 rye and 147,621 
barley. 

It is said‘many of the smaller bakers are 
dropping out of business because they can 
no longer compete with the larger or 
steam bakeries. 

Receipts of southern wheat from June 
20, 1916, to April 14, 1917, 1,451,352 bus; 
same time last year, 1,598,148. Range of 
prices this week, $1.85@2.48; year ago, 
95c@1.221,. 

Receipts of new southern corn from 
Oct. 21, 1916, to April 14, 1917, 394,363 
bus; corresponding period last year, 240,- 
753. Range of prices this week, $1.35@ 
1.52; last year, 7734 @83%,c. 

William M. Smith, until recently local 
representative of W. H. Perrine & Co., 
grain commission, Chicago, has become 
associated with H. C. Jones & Co., Inc., 
grain and hay commission, of this city. 

Wade A. Gardner, of Gardner’s bak- 
ery, Baltimore and Norfolk, Va., has 
bought property adjacent to his present 
quarters in this city, and the supposition 
is that he contemplates the erection of a 
large bakery. 

One western mill recently had 2,000 bbls 
of its flour rejected in this market on ac- 
count of unsoundness, The advancing 
market saved the day, as the rejected flour 
has been resold at prices s ng little or 
no loss to the owners. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Co. has in- 
formed the local ep trade that money 
has been appropriated to‘build a 3,000,000- 
bu elevator at Canton, replacing the one 
burned last June, with provision for in- 
creasing the capacity as the conditions 
may warrant. 

New high records for wheat and corn 
were e locally this week as follows: 





April 18, 1917 


spot wheat, No. 2 red western, $2.52; No. 2 
red, $2.48. Corn, contract, $1.50; No. 2, 
special delivery, $1.52. These prices haye 
probably not been equaled in this markct 
for nearly 50 years. 

The local bakers who last week struck 
for more pay, less time and recognition 
of the union are still holding out for their 
demands, but are apparently playing 
losing game, as the leading bakeries claim 
to have filled all vacancies and to be turn- 
ing out their usual quota of bread. 


Visitors were Albert W. Strong, presi- 
dent the Strong-Scott Mfg. Co., millfur- 
nishers, and Samuel Phillips, representin, 
Hallet & Carey Co., grain, Minneapolis; 
Lee F. Graybill, general manager the 
Warwick Co., millers, Massillon, Ohio; k. 
W. E. Decker, grain and _ provisions, 
Mason City, Iowa. 

Cartes H. Dorsey. 





PITTSBURGH 


Prrrssurcu, Pa., April 14.—Rapidly 
advancing markets this week made it diffi- 
cult to transact business. ‘The trade gen- 
erally was willing to buy, but a basis was 
hard to arrive at, as mills were seemingly 
unable to quote prices that would hold 
long enough to enable the local represent- 
ative to make the sale. Probably never in 
the history of the local market have all 
classes, from the smallest consumer to the 
largest bakers and jobbers, been sv 
anxious ‘to purchase flour, the only excep- 
tions being those who have enough con- 
tracted for to take care of requirements 
for the next 60 days. 

Stocks in jobbers’ hands are very small, 
and indications point to an actual scarcity 
next week unless there is an abatement 
of the abnormal demand. All grades were 
at record-breaking prices today. Springs 
ranged, for patents, $11@11.50 bbl, 49-lb 
paper bags; straights, $10.85@11.20, cot- 
ton 


Kansas hard winters were, for the first 
time on the crop, quoted higher than 
springs. Patents ranged $11.60@12.10, 
49-lb paper bags; straights, $11.40@11.90, 
cotton. 

Near-by millers claimed there was very 
little wheat being hauled by farmers and, 
consequently, flour was not offered very 
freely. Straights ran $9.35@10 bbl, 
bulk, with patents held about 30c bbl 
more. 

It was impossible to satisfy the demand 
for millfeed, and wholesalers were able to 
realize quotations for all transit and 
quick-shipment cars. Stocks in retailers’ 
hands are light, and it will be several 
weeks, at the present rate of supply, be- 
fore the holes can possibly be filled. Bran 
was quoted today at $42; standard mid- 
dlings, $43; white middlings, $45@46; red 
dog, $48,—all in sacks, 

Receipts of ear corn were light, and the 
market firm at quotations. - Shelled corn 
much higher, mainly in keeping with high- 
er western markets. Ear corn, No. 2 yel- 
low, was quoted at $1.54@1.55 bu; shelled 
corn, No, 2 yellow, $1.52@1.53. 

Arrivals of oats were normal, but all 
cars were easily disposed of and market 
firm for all -grades. No. 2 white were 
quoted at 761,@77c. 

Receipts for the week: millfeed, 15 cars; 
ear corn, 8; shelled corn, 31; oats, 92. 


NOTES 


J. D. Newman, representing Rosenbaum 
Bros., Chicago, was on ’change this weck. 

Many reports were received this week 
of housewives, who ordinarily buy an 
eighth or a quarter barrel of flour at a 
time, buying one or two barrels. 

Jesse C. Stewart, local flour and feed 
broker, has been at Minneapolis and other 
northwestern points visiting mills and 
shippers that he does business with. 

E. F, Ertly, representing the Kansas 
Flour Mills Co., Kansas City, called on 
the trade this week with Edward May, 
who represents the mill in local territory. 

Jobbers the last few days have held 
established Minneapolis brands to the 
groce trade at $11.30@12 bbl, 49-lb 
paper bags, but on Monday an advance of 
50c will be general. 

The Western Pennsylvania Master Bak- 
ers’ Association will hold a smoker and 
entertainment tonight. Besides bakcrs, 
flour men. and men in the bakers’ supply 
business have been invited. 

The annual meeting of the West Vir- 
Fee Wholesale Grocers’ Association will 

held April 17-18 at Parkersburg, W. 
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Va. Amon oe aad from here who ee 
attend is Hu . Brown, manager 0 
the local eaet the Pillsbury Flour Mills 
Co. 

Cc. G. Burson, traffic manager of the 
local grain exehange, this week attended 
a conference here in the Chamber of 
Commerce, between officials of the rail- 
roads entering this city and receivers from 
local territory, called to obtain the sup- 
port of shippers and receivers for the ad- 
vance in freight rates applied for by the 


railroads, 
W. A. Low. 





BUFFALO 


Burrato, N. Y., April 14.—This week 
the mills here had the best demand for 
patent flour in two years. Every grocery- 
man had a call for from one to five 
barrels for family use, and they wanted 
it in wood mostly, which shows it was 
bought against an advance or a ible 
famine. The same thing happened at the 
beginning of the present war and also the 
Spanish-American trouble. It is recalled 
that two or three months later the mills 
were nearly idle, and there was almost no 
sale for flour. 

The big — are not anxious to get 
into the market, as they say they have 
enough to supply their wants; and the 
mills here admit a well oversold condition, 
enough in fact to carry some of them 
through the next three months or more. 

While a mill or two have received orders 
for clears, others report a little inquiry 
but no business, The same seems to be 
true of low-grade. 

Prices are about $1 bbl higher, and an- 
other advance is promised for Monday, 
as prices are much too low, compared with 
wheat. 

Winter wheat flour dealers here, while 
higher than last week, are not in line with 
the advance in wheat, but will get there by 
Monday. Quite a good business was done 
in all grades. Closing prices: short win- 
ter patent, $11.40; standard, $11.15; pas- 
try, $10.50,—in wood, track, Buffalo. 

A liberal amount of winter wheat flour 
is coming into Buffalo from Canada, said 
to be 90 per cent patent. There is 50c per 
bbl duty on this flour, but with everything 
paid it is said that the grade offered can 
be laid down here at $9 in second-hand 
jute sacks, 

Shipping directions for flour are urgent, 
but cars are scarce. Sales of flour or 
feeds are all on the basis of shipment 
when cars can be obtained. The shortage 
of cars is no doubt the worst this year. 

Rye flour higher and strong, although 
demand is light. No. 1 is quoted at $9.75, 
straight at $9.35 and dark at $8.75, in 
wood, track, Buffalo. 

Feed is stronger, especially oe stuff, 
which sold at $44 for bran and $44 for 
middlings, and that price bid for more 
from the same mill, Mills are now offer- 
ing nothing in the feed line except first 
half of May shipment, and getting $1 ad- 
vance over last week, with no disposition 
shown to sell, as they are all sold up. 
Flour middlings were also higher, but 
there was no change in red dog. 

Canadian feeds are offered » am freely, 
and prompt shipment bran sold at $42. 
First half of May was offered at $41.50, 
and considerable business was done. It 
is said that there is a large amount of 
feed in Canada, and that this is the best 
market. 

Corn-meal coarse feed is slow, owing 
to the steady advance in prices. Gluten 
feed higher and in demand, with 
offerings light. Hi y feed scarce and 
higher. Cottonseed meal unsettled, and 
offerings light. Oil meal-is selling low 
here, and there seems to be a good supply. 

Rolled oats higher, but trade is quiet. 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, are quoted at 
$31.50, May shipment, track, Buffalo. 


THE OUTPUT 


The output of the mills here for the 
week was 117,400 bbls, representing 71 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 196,200, 
or 76 per cent, last week, 118,100, or 71 
per cent, in 1916, 100,450, or 73 per cent, 
in 1915, 98,800, or 72 per cent, in 1914, and 
71,400, or 52 per cent, in 1913. 


NOTES 
F. K. Morrow, of thie Morrow Cereal 
Co., Toronto, was on change Saturday. 
Farmers have started plowing in this 
state, and what little wheat remains in 
their hands will be held over. 


One big baking company is turning out 
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bran bread of a quality which is taxing its 
facilities to supply the demand. 

The weather in this section of the state 
is considerably colder than the normal, 
with traces of snow daily and above 26 
degrees every night. 

Shipments of wheat from Buffalo this 
week were very light, but it is said the 
stock of foreign in here would be 
cleaned up next week. The stock of wheat 
here is about 1,950,000 bus, compared 
with 2,091,000 a year ago. 

Elevator and milling interests have 
asked the mayor of this city for protec- 
tion, and the governor also has been ap- 
pealed to. Owners of foodstuffs passin 
through this port are greatly alarmed, an 
request military protection. 

The Grain Clearance Corporation, which 
held a special meeting here last week, ad- 
journed without doing anything definite 
except getting the views of interested par- 
ties. Another meeting will be held Mon- 


~ day, when some arrangement will be 


reached, 

Three steamers started to break through 
the ice last Thursday, bound for upper 
lake ports, and at last accounts they were 
still fast in the big field off this port. The 
steamer Ford, with a cargo of Canadian 
wheat inbound, is on the outer edge of the 
ice where she has been for two weeks. 
Navigation here will open as soon as there 
is a change in the wind to drive or scatter 
the ice up the lake. 

E. BANnGasser. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., April 14,—The flour re- 
ceiver or dealer who had flour on spot or 
at points where it could be forwarded 
quickly, was able to get almost his own 
price during the week just closed. The 
consumer simply went crazy over the situ- 
ation, and placed orders with his grocer 
for two to five times the amount of flour 
usually ordered, in many instances trying 
to lay in a supply that would last a year 
or more. This despite the advice of the 
dealer to go slow and only meet present 
requirements, 

In many instances the demands were 
turned down, it being the policy of the 
holder to distribute the stock on hand as 
widely as possible and prevent hoarding 
of flour on the part of those to whom 
money was no object, and to the possible 
serious inconvenience of the less fortu- 
nate buyer. Most grocers refused to sell 
more than one barrel at a time. Price 
cut no figure, some of the consumers being 
willing to pay whatever was asked. Talk 
of $20 bbl was common, and this has pret- 
ty near demoralized the local flour mar- 
ket. : 

Demand for mill shipment was slow all 
the week, Many mills were not quoting, 
even subject to confirmation. As prices 
advanced $1 or more bbl during the week, 
and the market closed strong, with indica- 
tions of a further advance, every one is 
at sea as to what the coming week will 
bring forth. 

Shipping directions are given freely on 
old orders, and agents report little old 
business on the books. While the traffic 
situation shows some improvement, there 
is still a considerable amount of flour 
on the way which is long overdue. 


NOTES 


Articles of incorporation have been 
filed by A. H. Phillips, Inc., Springfield, 
Mass., dealers in flour, groceries, etc. 
Capital, $1,000,000, 

William D. Fulton, chairman of the 
executive committee of the grain board 
of the Boston Chamber of Commerce, will 
represent the chamber this week at the 
meeting of the Grain Dealers’ National 
Association at Chicago, 

Voluntary petitions in bankruptcy have 
been filed by the following: Edward J. 
Doheney, grocer, Somerville, Mass., lia- 
bilities $6,449, assets $4,001; Edgar L. 
Prince, baker, Milford, Mass., liabilities 
$1,307, assets $944; Francisco C. Raposo, 
grocer, Fall River, Mass., liabilities $15,- 
987, assets $4,810. 

With the port of Boston included in the 
“war zone” and all points of importance 
guarded through fear of disaster, the 
situation is one of grave import. Com- 
mittees are doing everything possible to 
conserve the food problem and educate 
the inhabitants to save in every way pos- 
sible. Large tracts of vacant land are 
being tena tay the owners for the culti- 


vation of vegetables that will keep during 
the winter, and every encouragement 
given, even to the supplying of seeds and 
the use of agricultural machinery to those 
who do not possess the same. 


Louis W. DePass., 





ROCHESTER 


Rocuester, N. Y., April 14.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills this week 
was 13,800 bbls, of which 10,000 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 67 
per cent of pag A compared with 13,- 
300, or 66 per cent, last week, 12,800, or 63 
per cent, a year ago, and 11,300, or 56 per 
cent, two years ago. 

The sharp advance in wheat and flour 
prices acted as a stimulus on the flour 
trade, driving in a good many small deal- 
ers. There was little disposition to pur- 
chase ahead, buyers taking F paw enough 
for current requirements and asking for 
prompt shipment. Shipping directions 
came in more freely. 

Mills advanced prices arbitrarily, ob- 
taining the highest values in years. Sales 
of spring patents were reported at $11.95 
@12, wi Boston. At the close the rul- 
ing quotation was $11.85@11.90. Spring 
patents were advanced to the city trade, 
sales being made at $11.35@11.75, wood, 
for small lots. 

Spring clears were in good demand, 
considering the high prices. As a rule, 
sales were made $1 under spring patents. 
Late in the week some fair-sized lots were 
sold at $10.65@10.75, wood, Boston. 
Spring low-grades were very firm. Sales 
were reported by one mill at $7.50, jute, 
Boston. Another obtained $8.25, jute, 
New York. 

Winter wheat mills were busy. There 
was a sharp demand for winter straights, 
and they were advanced 95c. Sales ranged 
$9.70@10.65, wood, Boston. City prices 
were advanced $1 bbl, sales being made 
at $11, wood. Mills had difficulty in ob- 
taining winter wheat for grinding, farm- 
ers hauling very little. 

Rye flour was in active demand, and 
mills ran full time. Orders were mostly 
for small quantities. Sales were made at 
$10, wood, Boston. Rye was scarce, and 
mills paid as high as $1.87@1.95 bu. 
Shipping directions ‘came in coer’ 

raham flour advanced 65c bbl, mills 
disposing of their output at $9.25, wood, 
Boston. Buyers were in the market for 
carload lots, the relative cheapness of the 
flour increasing the demand. Shipping 
directions were more plentiful. ntire 
wheat flour was 65c bbl higher, sales being 
made at $11.25@11.75, wood, Boston. 

Millfeeds of all description were in big 
demand, and prices were higher. Spring 
bran sold quick] at $46, in 100’s, Boston, 
and some. paid $47, There was a big in- 
quiry for spring middlings, and they ad- 
vanced $1 ton. Sales were made at $48@ 
49, in 100’s, Boston. 

There was an active demand for both 
spot and prompt shipment of winter wheat 
feeds. Bran was advanced $2, with sales 
at $46, in 100’s, Rochester, and middlings 
cleaned up at $48. Rye feed, the cheapest 
in the market, sold readily at $44, in 100’s, 
Rochester. Corn meal advanced to $65 
ton. 

NOTES 


One mill paid $2.40 bu for winter wheat 
this week, the car costing over $3,500. 
The Retail Grocers’ Association opened 
a pure food show here this week, with 
many trade exhibits. Among the mills 
represented are the Van Vechten Milling 
Co, and the Moseley & Motley Milling Co., 
Rochester, and the Pillsbury Flour Mills 


Co., Minneapolis. 
R. J. Arxrns. 





Bank’s Liability for Funds 


When a bank in which funds have been 
deposited to the credit of a buyer of grain 
is chargeable with notice that such funds 
have been furnished by a third person for 
the sole purpose of buying grain in which 
that person is interested, the bank will not 
be permitted to misapply the money to 
the payment of debts of the dealer with 
which the third person is not concerned. 
This is what the South Dakota supreme 
court holds in the late case of Atwood- 
Stone Co. vs. Lake County Bank, in which 
— has recovered judgment against 

efendant in such circumstances. 

Plaintiff contracted to furnish a part- 
nership with money to buy grain, and this 
was done through sight drafts drawn on 
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as the proceeds being deposited in 
efendant bank. Previously, plaintiff 
consulted the president of the bank con- 
cerning the partnership’s business and 
financial standing, and explained that the 
funds were to furnis exclusively 
for the purpose of buying grain. This 
the court decides was sufficient to impress 
a trust character upon the funds which 
the bank was bound to recognize. 


A. L. H. Srreer. 





SHRINKAGE AND BRANDING 


Milling Company Explains Apparent Mis- 
branding of Flour—Suggests Inspectors 
Take Natural Shrinkage into Account 


In its issue of March 28, The North- 
western Miller summarized a statement 
made by the federal Bureau of Chemistry 
with regard to cases of misbranding, with 
special reference to the seizure by officials 
of the Department of Agriculture of 440 
sacks of flour from the Mountain City 
Mill Co., Chattanooga, Tenn. These sacks 
were labeled “6 Ibs,” and misbranding was 
alleged primarily because the sacks were 
found to contain less than the stated 
weight of flour. 

The following letter from the Mountain 
City company suggests an interesting ex- 
planation of the apparent discrepancy in 
the matter of weights: 

In your issue of March 28, under the 
heading of “Misbranding Cases,” you men- 
tion one of ours, and in justice to our- 
= we want to make a little explana- 
ion. 

It is true we had this trouble, and rather 
than go to the expense of trying to defend 
our position, we paid the costs and re- 
packed the flour, We were firmly of the 
opinion, however, that the flour was cor- 
rectly weighed when we shipped it, and 
that the slight discrepancy in weight, as 
found by the inspector, was due to natu- 
ral evaporation, and to the possibility of a 
discrepancy between the scales on which 
the flour was originally weighed and those 
used by the inspector. 

We pack our flour on automatic scales, 
and the weights are, of course, taken on 
each individual package, but we under- 
stand in this case that the inspector 
weighed 20 satks at a time on ordinary 
warehouse floor scales, and they might 
not have been correct. 

We believe, however, that most of the 
trouble was due to evaporation, and in this 
connection want to relate to you an experi- 
ment conducted recently, which would 
bear out our view. 

On Dec. 29 we prepared a 6-lb sack of 
flour, having it very carefully weighed and 
put in our office, where the temperature 
averaged about 70. On Jan. 8, or 11 days 
after this flour was packed, it weighed on 
the same scales 5 lbs 10 ozs, showing an 
evaporation of 6 ozs in that short period, 
and we continued to weigh it at different 
intervals until March 9, when it weighed 
5 lbs 7 ozs. With that, the evaporation 
seemed to cease. 

The flour when first made had, accord- 
ing to an outside chemist, a moisture con- 
tent of 13.18, which is slightly less than the 
government allowance. We mention this, 
wondering if any of our fellow-millers 
have had a similar experience, and if they 
have made any tests along this line to de- 
termine what shrinkage may be expected. 

Naturally, of course, the evaporation 
will be more rapid in the smaller packages 
than in the larger ones, but we see no 
reason why the ultimate results should be 
any different, and we think, in justice to 
the milling fraternity, that the govern- 
ment should take this into consideration. 








Exports for Week Ending April 7, 1917 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 
From— bus bus bbis bus 
New York. 569,640 896,828 30,255 1,225,216 
Boston ... 237,204 69,885 ..... 466,860 
Baltimore... ...... GEG, BEG  ccccnd § veevcs 





Tots., wk, 806,844 1,372,463 30,255 1,692,076 
Prev. wk.. 861,935 1,681,279 222,961 290,561 
U. K’gdom 685,172 964,949 21,849 
Continent.. 221,672 416,250 3,643 
8S. and Ctl. 





pO SR a eee Fee ee 
Wie: BIPEEEre oO Sedece. cccces Sore rs 
Other 

countries. ...... 1,364 ~~ cccce § cveves 

Totals .. 806,8441,372,463 30,255 ...... 





Summary of U. 8S. and Canadian Exports 

Julyilto Same time 

April 7, 1917 last year 

Wheat, bus ......... 197,845,436 257,845,187 
Flour, bbis .......... 10,574,214 11,631,505 
Totals as wheat, bus. 245,429,399 310,186,959 
Ct, WE. bhp cdocve $9,788,974 18,512,565 
Oats, bus .......+065 81,745,502 70,776,412 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 












WALTER C. TIFFANY 
OIF, ‘* MANAGER —. 
Pm 813-ARCTIC-BUILDING-SEATTLE* WASHINGTON - 
CABLE-ADDRESS “PALMKING” 


Ova Diva Vwi DYE BY) DE BYE AWE YL DUE WWE AYA ve BYS DUA DEA Des BEA BLA BUA BA be Dee Dee Bee Die Dek De Dee Bee Dee Dee Bee 















Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given The Northwestern Miller, 








Seatrie, Wasu., Aprit 14, 1917 








The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, 
was 22,190, or 54 per cent of capacity, 
this week, against 16,205, or 39 per cent, 
last week, 13,985, or 34 per cent, a year 
ago, 16,869, or 41 per cent, two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined veakiy capacity of 57,000 bbls, 
was 20,505, or 35 per cent of capacity, 
this week, against 19,910, or 34 per cent, 
last week, 39,216, or 69 per cent, a year 
ago, and 31,220, or 61 per cent, two years 
‘ago. 

THE WEEK’S TRADE 


_ Soft wheat flours were in strong de- 
mand, a heavy buying movement having 
set in in act coast territory, and some 
mills are completely sold out. The public 
seemed to reach the cgnclusion all at once 
that the war was to send flour still higher, 
and the aggregate of the stocking up by 
families quickly reduced the limited sup- 
plies in distributors’ hands and resulted in 
new bookings by them. 

The southeastern and southern states 
were active bidders for Pacific Coast 
flours throughout the week, and large 
sales were made by both interior and port 
mills. 

Port mills quote soft wheat flours, basis 
49-lb cottons: blue-stem family patent, 
$9.80 bbl; cut-off, $9; straights, $9. Coun- 
try mills quote pastry flour, basis 98-lb 
cottons, $8.90 bbl. 

Present prices of hard wheat flours have 
put them nag | out of the running. The 
family trade will not buy them, with the 
best soft wheat patents about $2 bbl less 
than corresponding hard wheat grades, 
and the bakers feel about the same. Mon- 
tana first patents are quoted, basis 98-lb 
sacks, $11@11.70 bbl; Dakota first patent, 
$11.20@12.15. 

Millfeed advanced by leaps and bounds 
this week, and is quoted to jobbers at $37 
ton for bran and for shorts. 

The East and Southeast bid actively for 
Pacific Coast wheat throughout the week, 
but price fluctuations were so violent and 
rapid that business was difficult. Central 
states mills were keen for wheat, and sales 
were made at-record prices, particularly 
to St. Louis. The car situation was some- 
what easier, and wheat moved more freely. 
On the Exchange, today, bids were: blue- 
stem, $2.06; Turkey red, $2.07; forty-fold, 
$2; club and fife, $1.99; red Russian, $1.97. 
No. 1 oats, $46 ton; feeding barley, $47. 


NOTES 


Spring weather has prevailed the last 10 
days, and rapid headway has been made 
in séeding. . 

The machinery is being installed at the 
new 350-bbl mill of the Burley (Idaho) 
Milling & Elevator Co. 

The Shelley (Idaho) Mercantile Co. has 
let a contract to the Globe Construction 
Co., of Great Falls, Mont., for a 300-bbl 
mill to replace the one burned two years 
ago, and for a 40,000-bu elevator, con- 
struction to be completed Aug. 15. 

Water shipments of flour and grain 
from Seattle and Tacoma, April 5-11, 
were: California, 31,690 bbls flour, 3,650 
bus wheat; South America, 11,590 bbls 
flour; Alaska, 1,665 bbls flour, 710 bus 
oats; British Columbia, 754 bbls flour, 
1,685 bus wheat. 

The state supreme court has sustained 
the order of the Public Service Commis- 
sion requiring the Northern Pacific, Ore- 
apn ag gr Railroad & Navigation 

and the Camas Prairie Railway to 


ms 


establish through joint milling-in-transit 


privileges at Prosser, Wash., on shipments 
to points east of Wallula, Wash. 

The change from the handling of grain 
in sacks to Sul continues to make head- 
way in the Pacific Northwest, and many 
new bulk elevators will be completed in 
time for the next crop. A compilation of 
bulk elevators at country stations in 
Washington has just been made by the 
state grain inspection department, show- 
ing 80 elevators, with an aggregate capac- 
ity of 3,286,000 bus. ; 

The Wilson Engineering Co., mill and 
elevator engineers, has opened offices at 
326 Central Building, Seattle. The prin- 
cipal in the concern, Fred A. Wilson, has 
had long experience as a. mill engineer, 
having held important positions with a 
number of the leading United States mill- 
construction and mill-furnishing houses. 
Mr. Wilson planned the original mill of 
the Fisher Flouring Mills Co., and also its 
new 3,000-bbl unit, now approaching com- 
pletion. 





OREGON 

Portiann, Orecon, April 14.—The flour 
output of Portland mills this week, with a 
capacity of 33,000 bbls, was 17,825, or 52 
per cent of capacity, against 18,638, or 56 
per cent, last week- 

Flour prices are booming along with 
wheat. In the last week there have been 
two 40c advances in the local flour market, 
which brings the list price of patents up to 
$9.80, closely approaching the extreme 
quotations of pioneer days. There has not 
been much new business done at the ad- 
vance, but retailers are drawing heavily 
on contract stocks, as retail trade is of 
large volume. ‘There are reports of a fair 
amount of business for eastern account. 
Other current quotations are: straights, 
$8.80@9.20; valley, $9; graham, $9.80; 
whole-wheat, $10. Cereal case goods of 
ali kinds have kept pace with the flour 
advance. 

The millfeed market is strong, and 
likely to go higher in the next day or two. 
Millers quote bran at $34 and shorts at 
$87 ton. Rolled barley is held at $47@48, 
whole corn at $59, and cracked corn at $60. 

Wheat has gone up = s in response 
to the eastern advances. usiness has 
not been large, as offerings are light, and 
while the eastern demand is strong the 
car shortage makes it practically impos- 
sible to guarantee early shipment. At the 
Merchants’ Exchange today April bids 
were as follows: blue-stem, $1.96; forty- 
fold, $1.92; club, $1.91; red Russian, $1.90. 

Oats are strong at $46@46.50 ton bid. 
There is a good California demand, and 
the a of large government pur- 
chases adds to the strength of the market. 
Barley is higher at $46 ton, but the quo- 
tation is more or less nominal, as there is 
but little here. 

Hay prices are also climbing with con- 
tinued inquiry from the stock-feeding 
sections and California also a buyer. East- 
ern Oregon timothy is worth up to $26 
ton here, and alfalfa is bringing $20, 

THE GROWING CROP 

Telegraphic crop reports received by 
the Hill line here say: 

Pendleton: Grain is very backward in 
this vicinity. About 20 per cent had to be 
reseeded this spring, and balance not far 
enough advanced to tell much about ‘it. 

Central Oregon: There is about the same 
amount of grain in this year as last. So 
far, fall wheat is about the same as last 
year at this time. Spring wheat is just 

ing sown. Moisture has been 

Western Oregon: It is somewhat earl 
to predict Willamette and Tualatin Va!- 
ley crops this year. Acreage of fall grain 
is about normal, and in some sections is 
looking very good, but inclement weather 
has retarded spring plowing to an alarm- 
ing d and there are no signs of a 
cessation of rain. The result is that farm- 
ers are idle, awaiting favorable weather, 







and the sp acreage will be reduced 
considerably. if the weather does not clear. 
_ J. M. Lownspate. 





CALIFORNIA 

San Francisco, Cat., April 14.—Flour 
buyers were unable to meet the advanced 
views of mills this week made necessary 
by the upward trend in wheat. There 
was little or no business ing, other 
= limited amounts for immediate 
n 


The spread in prices between coast mills 
and eastern mills, now $1.50@2 bbl, has 
eliminated almost entirely the demand for 
hard wheat flour. 

Demand for soft wheat flour is almost 
wholly confined to straight grades and 
cut-off, the latter in particular being very 
scarce, with advances this week of 50@75c 
bbl. Blue-stem patents are quoted at 
$9.40@9.60; straight grade, 20c less; cut- 
off, $5.75@9, adivetek San Francisco. 

Eastern mills have advanced all grades 
50@75c bbl. Kansas first patents are now 
$11.20@11.40; Dakota first patents, $11.40 
@11.60; Montana first patents, $11@11.20; 
Montana first clears, $9.20@9.40,—98’s, 
cotton, delivered San Francisco. 

Never in the history of this market has 
there been such a scarcity of all grades 
of millfeed, while unheard-of prices are 
being offered for bran, shorts and mid- 
dlings. Only an occasional mill has feed 
to offer, and in limited quantities, usually 
one or two cars. Bran is now  bringi 
$40 ton, shorts $45, and middlings , 
delivered San Francisco. Red dog is in 
equally good demand at 75c advance since 
April 1. It is now bringing $6 bbl. 

New record prices have been established 
on the local market for all coarse grains, 
and much anxiety is felt for the coming 
crop, as rain is badly needed over the 
entire state. On April 12, bid price of 
May barley was $2.58, and $2.60 asked, 
per ctl, while December sold on the same 
date at $1.94; for white oats, spot or April 
delivery, $2.50 per ctl was asked. 

. * «# 


C. B. Sharp, San Francisco manager 
for the Portland Flour Mills Co., is in 
southern California, calling on the trade. 


RECENT LEGAL DECISIONS 
Important Matters Affecting the Milling 


Industry Lately Ruled on by 
Various Courts 











PREFERENCES IN BANKRUPTCY 


The federal bankruptcy act contains a 
provision to the effect that a transfer 
made by an insolvent person within four 
months preceding filing of a petition in 
bankruptcy by or against him for the pur- 
pose of enabling the transferee, as a cred- 
itor, to obtain a greater percentage of his 
debt than other creditors of the same 
class, may be set aside, or the value of the 

roperty transferred recovered, in a suit 

y the trustee in bankruptcy, if the trustee 

can show that at the time of the transfer 
the favored creditor had good reason for 
believing that the debtor was insolvent. 

The Washington supreme court, inter- 
preting this provision, lately decided in 
the case of McKay vs. Sperry Flour Co. 
that there was no invalid preference of 
the flour company as a commission com- 
pany’s creditor under the following state- 
ed facts: 

The commission company owed the flour 
company several thousand dollars on ac- 
count, and became insolvent at a time 
when one Brachvogel, a stockholder of the 
commission company, owed on his 
stock subscription. His mother-in-law 
mortgaged land to the flour company for 
the amount due from him on the subscrip- 
tion, he agreeing to indemnify her against 
loss. The commission company then cred- 
ited his subscription as paid. At the time 
the commission company was insolvent, 
and it became bankrupt within four 
months. 

The decision of the supreme court pro- 
ceeds upon a theory that the somewhat 
complicated transactions involved no 
transfer of the commission company’s 
assets to the flour company in pa’ it on 
account of the former’s debt to the latter. 

BUSINESS LETTERS AS LIBEL 

One of the essential elements of libel or 
slander being the uttering or publishing 
of defamatory words in the presence of a 
third person, an interesting question was 
raised before the Mississippi supreme 
court the other day as to whether a stenog- 
rapher’s necessary examination of a busi- 
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ness letter dictated to her constitute; 
such “publication” as will support a 
action for libel at the instance of the ad- 
dressee of the letter. The court answere:| 
the question in the negative, saying: 

“It is inconceivable the business 0; 
the country, under the present conditions, 
can be carried on, if a business man 0) 
corporation must be subject to litigation 
for every letter containing some statemen 
too strong, where it is only sent to th. 
spi to whom directed, and only hear: 

y a stenographer to whom the letter i, 
dictated. If the stenographer should, ir 
violation of his or her duties, disclose. suc}, 
statement, there might be a liability be- 
cause of the negligence of the person in 
employing. an improper person as stenog 
rapher.” F & Kaufman vs. Cart 
wright-Caps Co. 

RECISSION OF SALE CONTRACT 

A contract to sell wheat was made with 
reference to a rule of the Wichita Boar: 
of Trade requiring a bill of lading to |. 
proffered to a buyer before there can }: 
said to be a valid tender of grain by | 
seller. The seller made two shipment 
covering about one-half of the contrac 
quantity, but the remainder of the whe::| 
was not ship because, on the seller’; 
offer to ship, the buyer had given notice 
that the seller’s draft and delivery woul) 
be rejected. The seller then announced 
cancellation of the contract, and the buycr 
later sued for damages for non-delivery, 
asserting that there had been no valid 
tender under the rule mentioned. Thc 
seller counterclaimed for damages for t!\c 
buyer’s repudiation of the contract. 

Affirming judgment in the seller’s f:- 
vor, the.Kansas supreme court holds that, 
under the general rule of law that a for- 
mal tender of delivery is unnecessary 
when the buyer has announced in advance 
an intention to reject it, the seller in this 
case was not bound to go through the ap- 
parently useless formality of making 
shipment and of tendering bill of lading. 

t is further held that the fact that the 
seller, after giving notice of cancellation, 
made a shipment to the buyer, which was 
accepted, did not reinstate the contract «s 
to wheat not delivered. Kemper Grain 
Co. vs. Farmers’ Grain & Elevator Co. 


LANDLORD'S RIGHTS AGAINST ELEVATOR 


In the case of Stavens vs. National Ele- 
vator Co., decided lately by the North 
Dakota supreme court, it appeared that 
plaintiff leased a farm to a tenant under 
a contract whereby the tenant consented 
that title to the crop should remain in 
plaintiff until division of the same lbe- 
tween the parties according to agreed 
shares. 

The tenant hauled the crops to defend- 
ant’s elevator without plaintiff’s conscit, 
as plaintiff testified, but the latter received 
storage tickets covering his full share. 
Plaintiff sued defendant on the theory of 
a conversion of property belonging to him, 
but the supreme court has affirmed a judg- 
ment rendered by the trial court in «e- 
fendant’s favor, on the ground that plain- 
tiff could not have been injured to a 
greater extent than the value of his in- 
terest in the grain, although the legal title 
to all the grain was in him when defendant 
bought it from the tenant, and that for 
such interest he received full compensa- 
tion when he re storage tickets cov- 
ering his share of the crop. 


REVIVAL OF BARRED DEBTS 


An owner of a mill and other property 
was adjudged to be bankrupt, and made 
a com tion with his creditors, including 
plaintiff, who held a note against him. 
Afterwards he wrote to plaintiff: “In re- 
gard to your claim against me, you wil! be 
paid every dollar of it with interest as 
soon as I sell the mill.” 

These facts are held by the New York 
court of appeals in the recent case of 
gb vs. Davitt to have obligaicd 
the debtor to pay the balance due on 
plaintiffs original claim, notwithstanding 
the composition in the bankruptcy p'o- 
ceedings and the debtor’s went re- 
lease; it appearing that the mill was sol 
after he made the promise above quote: 

But the court declares that befor: 
dischar, bankrupt may be held on 4 
claim released by the bankruptcy proce: !- 
ings it must be shown that since his (\~- 
charge he has made a distinct promise ‘° 
pay; mere payment of-part of the debt ©" 
of interest on it is insufficient to show 


binding un by him to waive tic 
benefits of his discharge in bankruptcy. 
- A. L. H. Smeer. 
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SEEDING IN WESTERN CANADA 


‘here is now a good prospect that the 


sp: ng seeding in western Canada will not 
be lelayed or reduced by lack of farm 
help. In one way and another every one 
who can be of service is helping the farm-= 
ers with this highly important work. City 
dwellers with farm experience, imported 
labor and other sources have all been 
tapjpcd for the necessary supplies of labor, 
witli the result that portion of the 
farmer’s problem has been to a large ex- 
tent solved. P A ‘ 
He is also possessed of ample supplies 
of seed rae all kinds. The govern- 


ment and farmers’ associations have taken 


care of this. Reports from some parts of’ 


the western provinces already forecast a 
considerable increase in acreage as a re- 
sult of the steps that have been taken to 
insure greater crops. Favorable weather 
is now the only consideration that need 
give concern, Any time after April 10 is 
considered good for wheat-seeding, with a 
limit of May 10. April 20 is approximate- 
ly the best date for wheat. 
" Immediately after the seed is in, plans 
will be formulated for securing the much 
greater supplies of labor necessary to take 
care of the harvesting. This is the real 
problem. In ordinary years it takes from 
20,000 to 30,000 extra hands to take care 
of the harvesting —- of the three 
prairie provinces. is year the required 
number will not be less than that, and it 
may be more, for the reason that many of 
the farmers’ sons and other local helpers 
are away at the war this year. Even the 
military camps which afforded a lot of 
valuable help last year are now well-nigh 
deserted, the men being overseas. 
However, if nature provides the crops, 
men will somehow be found to harvest and 
handie the grain. It is quite conceivable 
that, when the time for action comes, the 
United States will be found a valuable 
source of labor supply. 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 


It is difficult to describe the situation in 
the flour market. Prices keep pace with 
wheat in their upward movement, and are 
now $1.10 above a week ago. Demand is 
surprisingly good. All domestic markets 
report a satisfactory volume of orders. 
Ontario mills are "fully employed, and 
many are sold far into the future at good 
prices, 

Exporting to the United Kingdom for 
private account is almost at a standstill, 
but plenty of business has been offering 
over the cables. Only the inability of 
transportation companies to give service 
prevents a large movement of flour to sea- 
boar! for export. Newfoundland and the 
British West Indies are buying regularly 
in this market, and some mills are finding 
considerable trade there. Based on to- 
day’s close for Winnipeg wheat, Manitoba 
flour io comply with British regulations is 
Worth 76@77s per 280 lbs, in 140-lb bags, 
cif. leading United Kingdom ports, while 
Onta io winters are worth 72s 6d@73s 6d. 

Toronto brokers buying soft winter 
flour for export would pay $8.70 bbl for 
regulation grade in buyers’ at sea- 
board, or $8.95 for 90 per cents in sellers’ 
bags f.o.b. Toronto, for local use. 

Local quotations, per bbl: best spring 
patents, $11.40; seconds, $10.90; best 
clear. $10.50; soft winters, $10,—all de- 
livered, in 98-Ib bags, mixed-car lots, On- 
tario country points. 


Milifeed advanced $1 ton on Wednes- 


day, and is strong at the better prices. 


Bran in mixed-car lots is worth $37 ton, 
and shorts $39, delivered with flour at On- 
tario points. _ Straight cars of bran are 
worth $38 ton; shorts, $40; middlings, $42 
@48; feed flour, $54@56. 


WINTER WHEAT DEARER 

Ontario winter wheat is now over the $2 
mark, and growing in strength daily. Su 

lies are scarce, and may not su till 
arvest. Many millers report their local 
farmers well cleared out. No doubt a 
good deal of this wheat has been shipped 
out of the province. The latest car-lot 

uotation for No. 2 red or white winter is 

-10@2.12 bu, track, country points in 
Ontario, while mills are paying farmers 
$2@$2.05 bu for waguhhinks at mill doors. 

Manitoba wheat, No. 1 northern, $2.40 
bu; No. 2 northern, $2.3514; No. 3 north- 
ern, $2.2914,—on track, Bay ports. 


COARSE GRAINS 
Oats are about the steadiest grain on 
the list. Trading here in this and other 
grains is steady and of good volume. 
Prices are all higher, some sharply so. 
No. 2 white Ontario oats, 73@75c bu; 
malting barley, $1.30@1.32; rye, $1.75; 
buckwheat, $1.38,—all f.o.b. point of ship- 
ment. No. 2 Canadian western oats, all- 
rail, 81c bu, delivered Ontario points; No. 
3 yellow corn, $1.49 bu. : 


OATMEAL HIGHER 

Oatmeal and rolled oats have gone u 
about 40c bag. Demand is oak. mil 
busy and oats dearer. Best grades of 
rolled oats are now worth $4 per 90-lb bag, 
mixed cars, Ontario points; oatmeal in 98- 
Ib bags, $4.40. Oat hulls, car lots, in bags, 
Ontario points, $30 ton. 


NOTES 


Alexander Cavanagh returned to To- 
ronto during the week from a trip to 
Chicago and Winnipeg. 

Canada’s exports of oatmeal during the 
month of January, the latest for which 
official figures are available, came to 15,000 
bbls, all of which went to Great Britain. 
For the 10 months of fiscdl year ended 
January, the total was 71,630 bbls. 

The government of Canada is preparing 
to take an industrial census of the coun- 
try. The information is wanted for war 
and after-war uses. The milling indus- 
try will be included, and the information 
obtained will be invaluable to the trade 
here and abroad, 





MONTREAL 
. Montreat, Que., April 14.—A_ mod- 
erate amount of new business was done in 
spring wheat flour and the market closed 
$1.10 higher than a week ago, with first 
atents at $11.50 and strong clears at 
10.80 bbl in bags, and 30c more in wood, 
in mixed-car lots, delivered to the trade. 

Trade in winter wheat flour has been 
quieter. Most of the large operators are 
fairly well supplied for the time being. 
Prices of 90 ee cent patents closed today 
at $9.70@10 bbl in wood, and $4.70@4.85 
per bag, delivered to the trade. Stocks 
are light, and offerings from Ontario mill- 
ers small. 

There has been a steady inquiry from 
foreign buyers for spring wheat flour for 
both prompt and future shipment, but on 
account of scarcity of ocean freight space 
from all Atlantic ports, little business has 
been done. A sale of 2,500 sacks was made 
for May shipment from a United States 
port to Dundee on a freight rate of $1.25 
yet 100 Ibs, and a few other small lots to 

iverpool, London and Avonmouth for the 

same shipment at $1.15. 

A feature in millfeed was an advance in 
rices, the first in some weeks. There was 
een demand from all sources, with limit- 

ed supplies available, as millers in most 
cases are oversold. Bran has sold at $37 
@38 ton, shorts at $40, and middlings at 


$42, in mixed-car lots, delivered to the 
trade. 

A firm feeling prevailed in rolled oats, 
with a fair amount of business passing in 
broken lots of standard grades at $4 per 
bag of 90 lbs, delivered to the trade. 

Rye flour strong, and prices have ad- 
vanced 25@50c bag. Sales were made at 
$4@4.50 bag, as to quality. 

Local exporters of grain sold American 
No. 3 mixed corn on passage to Avon- 
mouth at 70s 6d per qr, and Manitoba 
No, 4 barley at 69s 6d, the first business 
done in this direction for many weeks. 
There was a good demand for Manitoba 
wheat, and sales of round lots were made 
to millers and exporters, including Mani- 
toba feed wheat for shipment to the Unit- 
ed States at $1.32 bu ex-track. 

Demand for American corn is fair, and 
sales of car lots were made at $1.48@1.50 
bu ex-track, or 3@5c higher than last 
week, 

Nores 


Leading Montreal bakers are discussing 
an advance in bread. 

At the Robin Hood Mills, Ltd., office 
here it was stated that they were increas- 
ing the output of the flour mill at Moose- 
jaw from 2,000 bbls per day to 3,000, and 
their oatmeal mills from 500 bbls per day 
to 800. 

The Board of Railway Commissioners 
for Canada has issued an order permitting 
railway companies to increase the mini- 
mum carload weight for flour to 45,000 
lbs when loaded in cars of 60,000 Ibs and 
upwards capacity, effective April 30. 

Tuomas S. Bark. 





WESTERN CANADA 

Winnivec, Man., April 14,—The 
strength of the wheat market this week 
has acted as a stimulus to the flour trade 
of the West, which shows considerable im- 
provement. Domestic demand is good, 
and some export business has been done. 
At the beginning of the week, flour ad- 
vanced 40c bbl, followed by a further ad- 
vance of 40c on Friday. Millers state 


* present flour prices to be the highest they 


have ever known. 

Big mills today are asking for — pat- 
ents $10.80 bbl, seconds $10.30, and first 
clears $9.40, net, in 98-lb bags, delivered 
to the retail trade in mixed-car lots at 
Manitoba points. 

Demand for millfeed is in excess of the 
supply, and millers expect present keen 
inquiry will be maintained for another 
month, Today’s net prices to Manitoba 
points, in 100-ib sacks, straight- or mixed- 
car lots, per ton: bran, $30; shorts, $32; 
special middlings, $88; red dog or feed 

our, $42; oil cake, $47. 

Demand for rolled oats and oatmeal is 
very brisk at re higher prices. To- 
day’s price for rolled oats at country 
points is $3.30 per 80-lb bag, delivered; 
granulated oatmeal, $4.15 per 98-lb bag. 


THE GRAIN MARKETS 


Wheat this week has been very strong, 
prices reaching the highest levels yet at- 
tained on this market. All grades of cash 
wheat have been in excellent demand, and 
exporting houses and milling interests 
were good buyers. 

Closing prices, in cents per bushel, on 
each day of the week: 

o——Cash——_, --Futures— 


in 2n 8n May July 
April 9 ..... 208% 204 198 206% 202% 
April 10 ..... 210% 206% 200% 208% 202% 
April 11 ..... 208% 204% 198% 206% 201% 
April 12 ..... 213% 209% 203% 211% 208 
April 18 ..... 217 212 206 216 210 


April 14 ..... 220 215% 209% 218 212% 
All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 
There has been an excellent demand for 
cash oats of all grades, and prices held 
fairly steady.. No. 2 Canadian western, 
in store, Fort William, closed at 70%,c. 





Cash barley closed at $1.1614 bu, Fort 
William, an advance of 61,c for the week. 
Cash flaxseed closed at $2.95 bu, Fort 
William, an advance of 161,.c for the week. 


NOTES 


Wheat inspected at Winnipeg for week 
ending April 11, 1,434 cars, compared with 
3,139 for the corresponding period in 1916. 

Announcement has been made of the 
appointment of L. G. McLeod, Winnipeg, 
as inspector of government grain eleva- 
tors. 

Some of the large Winnipeg bakers 
have this week purchased sufficient flour 
to cover their requirements for the next 
three months. 


Andrew Kelly, president of the West- 
ern Canada Flour Mills Co., Ltd., has re- 
turned to Winnipeg from a trip to the 
Pacific Coast. , 

Wheat-seeding has already commenced 
at various points in southern Saskatche- 
wan and Manitoba, but it is expected op- 
erations will not be general until about 
the end of April. It is estimated that 
Alberta’s acreage will be increased 50 per 
cent, compared with last year. 


The government elevator at Calgary is 
now practically full, with many cars 
awaiting unloading, and in order to pre- 
vent further congestion at this point, the 
railways have placed an embargo on all 
grain going into Calgary for the govern- 
ment elevator, or for shipment to Fort 
William. This measure -will probably op- 
erate until the blockade at the Great 
Lakes is relieved. 

G. Rock. 





MARITIME PROVINCES 


Sr. Jonn, N. B., April 14.—The flour 
market is very strong. Since last report 
Manitoba mills have advanced their prod- 
ucts sharply, and other advances are ex- 
pected. Ontarios are also higher. Quo- 
tations: Manitoba first patent, $11.90 bbl; 
Ontario blended flours, $11.20. Quota- 
tions are for car lots in wood, f.o.b. track, 
St. John. Halifax 5c bbl more. 

Feeds are also higher. Bran and mid- 
dlings advanced $1 ton. Quotations: 
Manitoba bran $39 ton, middlings $42; 
Ontario bran $39, middlings $42. Quota- 
tions, bagged, cars or part cars with flour, 
f.o.b. track, St. John. All mills quote 
$2.75 bag or $55 ton for feed flour. 

Rolled oats are scarce at $8.70 bbl, with 
standard oatmeal at $9.50. 3 

A. E. McGintey. 


Pending Trade-Marks 


The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office at Washington: 

“Miracle”; No. 94,682. Owner, Gee. B. 
Matthews & Sons, New Orleans, La. Used on 
stock food. 

“Sambo,” and picture of a Negro chef hold- 
ing a plate of pancakes; No, 97,856. Owner, 
Blair Milling Co., Atchison, Kansas. Used 
on self-rising buckwheat flour. 

“Laymor”’; No.. 99,955. Owner, 
Flouring Mills Co., Seattle, Wash. 
poultry food. 

“Tarantella,” and picture of a man and 
woman dancing; No. 101,166. Owner, Dundas 
Bros. Co., Philadelphia. Used on wheat flour. 

“Uwin’’; No, 101,454. Owner, Novelty Mill 
Co., Seattle, Wash. Used on wheat flour and 
wheat cereal, 





Fisher 
Used on 


“Hero”; No. 101,459. Owner, Portland 
(Oregon) Flouring Mills Co. Used on wheat 
flour. 


“Wild Rose”; No. 101,460. Owner, Port- 
land (Oregon) Flouring Mills Co. Used on 
self-rising wheat flour. Z 

“Mt. Baker’; No. 101,461. Owner, Port- 
land (Oregon) Flouring Mills Co. Used on 


. wheat flour. 


Representation of a gnome holding a spray 
of oats; No. 101,468. Owner, Armour Grain 
Co., Chicago. Used on rolled white oats. 

“Countersign,” and picture of a soldier; 
No. 101,704. Owner, Mauser Mill Co., Laurys 
Station, Pa. Used on wheat flour. 

“King Pin,”’ and picture of a tenpin; No. 
101,705. Owner, Mauser Mill Co., Laurys Sta- 
tion, Pa, Used on wheat flour. 

“Full Bloom,” and picture of a rose; No. - 
101,706. Owner, Mauser Mill Co., Laurys Sta- 
tion, Pa. Used on wheat flour. 
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CHICAGO, APRIL 14 
FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 
f.0.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 


tail merchants .......-s6+e5+ $11.90@12.00 
Spring patent, jute .......+++65 10.60@11.00 
Spring straights, jute ..... esses 9.40@ 9.85 
Spring clears, jute ..........++. 8.90@ 9.20 
Second clear, 140 Ibs, jute....... 6.80@ 7.00 
Red dog, 140 Ibs, jute .......... 5.00@ 6.25 


City mills’ spring patents, jute.. 10.75@10.90 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute ......... $10.50@11.25 
Straight, southern, jute ........ 9.60@ 9.90 
Clear, southern, jute ........... 8.25@ 8.50 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute ...... $10.60@10.90 
Patent, 95 per cent ......-..0065 9.40@ 9.75 
Clear, Kansas, jute ......+..++. 8.50@ 8.75 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ........-...$9.10@9.25 
Rye flour, standard, jute ......... 7.80@8.00 


MILLFEED—All grades of millifeed, like 
flour, are advancing, and all sales are made 
subject to the railway situation and the 
mill’s ability to make deliveries. Spring 
wheat bran is quoted at $42.25; middlings, 
$42.25; winter wheat bran, $43; winter mid- 
dlings, $47.75; red dog, $48,—in 100-lb sacks, 

WHEAT—Prices 1@38c higher, premiums 
strong. No. 2 red, fresh receipts, 20@22c 
over May; sales at $2.46; No. 3 red, 10@16c 
over May; No. 2 hard, in store, 5@10c over 
May; fresh receipts, 16@20c over May; Tur- 
key variety, 80c over May, with sales at 
$2.52; new No. 2 hard and No. 2 red, 10 
days’ shipment, 12c over May; No. 1 north- 
ern, 15@17c over May; No. 2 northern, 10@ 
156c over May. 

RYE—fFirmer; demand good, offerings 
small. No. 2 sold at $1.85@1.88; No. 3, $1.85; 
rye with oats and barley mixed, $1.79. 

CORN GOODS —Higher, demand fair. 
Prices best on record. Grits, $3.64 and meal 
$3.63, per 100 Ibs, 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted): 

-~Receipts— a. 
1917 1916 1917 1916 


Flour, bbis..... 276 204 249 187 
Wheat, bus.... 866 1,867 815 1,589 
Corn, bus...... 1,072 1,133 954 989 
Oats, bus...... 2,336 1,706 2,167 2,072 
Rye, bus....... 98 88 77 148 
Barley, bus.... 433 688 244 329 





PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 14 


FLOUR—Receipts, 4,640 bbis and 5,919,952 
lbs in sacks. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: 


Spring favorite brands ........, $11.25@12.00 
Spring patent ......cceeeereeee 11.00@11.25 
Spring first clear .........-+05% 9.75 @10.25 
City mills— 
Choice and fancy patent...... 11.25 @12.00 
Regular grades, winter— 
SP ee eri 10.50@10.75 
\, rr errrrer tree Tr eee 10.75@11.00 
Winter straight 10.25 @10.50 
Kansas patent ..... 11.00@11.25 
Kansas straight 10.75 @11.00 





Kansas first clear ............+. 10.25@10.50 
‘MILLFEED—Scarce and higher. Quota- 


tions, per ton: 
Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$46.50@47.00 


Western to arrive, in bulk...... 44.50@45.00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 

MOTEL LC UET ORAT TE CULE 45.50 @ 46.00 

To arrive, all-rail ........+++- 44.50@ 45.00 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

TD OGM i havin s « Cmin F000 chine 48.00 @ 49.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 


 100-Ib sacks .......-62eeeeeee 44.00@ 44.50 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 49.00@50.00 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks... 44.00@44.50 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-Ib sks 45.00@46.00 

WHEAT—In good demand, and prices ad- 
vanced 18c under light offerings. Receipts, 
719,015 bus; exports, 246,536; stock, 2,259,- 
530. Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 
No. 2 red, BPOt .....scsesecsceees $2.38 @2.43 





No. 2 southern red 2.36@2.41 
Steamer No. 2 red +++ 2.34@2.39 
» OE. PPS reer a) 2.34@2.39 
WROSOCtOS Bc hdc ccc cc civestvise 2.30@ 2.36 
MeGeSteS DB vsccicccivccectvevssve 2.26@2.31 


RYE—Supplies small and market firm and 
5@10c higher, with demand equal to offer- 
ings. ‘Quotations: No. 2 western in export 
elevator, $1.85@1.90 bu; small lots of near-by 
rye, In bags, $1.30@1.45. 

RYE FLOUR—In smal! supply and a shade 
firmer. Quotations: $9.25@9.50 per 196 Ibs, 
either in wood or sacks, 

CORN—Offerings light, and market ad- 
vanced 9@10c under a fair demand. Re- 
ceipts, 55,022 bus; exports, 51,428; stock, 
245,371. Closing prices; per bu: 

CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 
Western No. 3 yellow $1.64@1.56 
- Western No. 4 yellow 1.562@1.54 
Western No. 5 yellow .. - 1.60@1.52 
Southern No. 3 yellow .. 1.64@1.55 





CORN PRODUCTS—Firm, and higher in 
sympathy with strength of raw material. 
Offerings light and demand fair. Quotations: 

a 
Bbis sac 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$6.60@6.70 * sont 30 
Granulated yellow meal 6.80@6.90 3.35@3.40 
Granulated white meal. 7.40@7.50 3.75 @3.85 
Yellow table meal ..... 6:65@6.75 3.25@3.356 
White table meal 7.30@7.40 3.65@3.70 





White corn flour ...... 8.40@8.50 4.15@4.25 
Yellow corn flour - 8.05@8.10 .3.85 @3.90 
Pearl hominy ...... - 7.65@7.75 3.75@38.85 


Hominy and grits, case 2.30@2.35 ....@.... 


OATS—Firm and %c higher, with demand 
equal to the limited offerings. Receipts, 201,- 


563 bus; exports, 122,113; stock, 146,924. 
Quotations: 

No. 2 white ........ é 76% @77% 
Standard white 75% @76% 
No. 3 white ....... 74% @75% 
No. 4 white ...........4- 73% @T4% 
Sample oats .. 70% @71% 





OATMEAL—Higher, under small supplies 
and in sympathy with the strength of oats. 
Quotations: ground, per 200 lbs, wood, $9.17; 
patent, cut, per 200 Ibs, wood, $9.17@10.50; 
rolled, steam and kiln-dried, per 180 lbs, in 
wood, $8.15@8.40; pearl barley, in 100-lb 
sacks, $5 @6.70. 


KANSAS CITY, APRIL 14 

FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98's, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Patent...$11.30@11.60 ist clear.$10.30@10.75 
Straight. 10.60@11.30 Low-gr.. 8.75@10.00 

Federation differentials govern other pack- 
ages. 

For central states and “cotton sack” trade, 
mills quote $11.75 @12.25 bbl for first patents, 
cotton 48’s, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $10.40@ 
11 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute, 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “straight,” 100 per cent; “straight pat- 
ent,” 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—Demand is keener than ever, 
with further great advances in prices. Quo- 
tations, basis Kansas City, per 100-lb sacks: 
bran, $1.98@2.02; brown shorts, $2.08@2.10; 
gray shorts, $2.22@2.25; white shorts, $2.30 
@2.50; corn chop, $2.80. 

WHEAT—With Kansas City May rising 
by leaps and bounds to a net gain of about 
25c on the week, cash wheat fully keeps pace, 
and final quotations showed an actual gain 
of 4@5c in cash premiums. Demand was 
very keen, mills being active buyers. Cash 
prices: hard wheat,.No. 2, fair to choice 
Turkey, $2.58@2.60; dark and ordinary, $2.54 

2.58; No. 3, fair to choice Turkey, $2.56@ 
2.58; dark and ordinary, $2.52@2.56; No. 4, 
fair to choice Turkey, $2.62@2.55; dark and 
ordinary, $2,.46@2.51 

CORN—The cash market was active, with 
good general demand and a net advance of 
10@18c in prices. Cash prices: mixed corn, 
No. 2, $1.46@1.47; No. 3, $1.46; white corn, 
No. 2, $1.49@1.50; No. 8, $1.48@1.49. 








NEW YORK, APRIL 14 


FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 
car lots: Jute sacks Wood 
Spring patent .... $9.70@10.00 $11.00@11.30 
Spring first clears. 8.70@ 9.00 10.00@10.30 
Spring low-grades. 9.00@ 9.50 .....@..... 
Winter patent .... 10.50@10.80 10.80@11.10 
Winter straights.. 10.30@10.40 


10.40 @10.70 
Winter low-grades. 9.25@ 9.75 .....@..... 
Kansas straights.. 11.00@11.30 .....@..... 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports for the week were placed at 
61,305 packages, and wheat at 1,023,000 bus. 


WHEAT—Violent fluctuations in the future 
market, exceeded by greater irregularity in 
cash wheat, showed that the cash market 
was controlling the future, and not the future 
the cash. The advance in premiums was 
very rapid, particularly on Gulf wheat, for 
which there was continuous demand from the 
allies. The advance in the May premium in 
a comparatively short time has been fully 
10c bu at the Guif. The advance in the 
Atlantic has not been so rapid. Some busi- 
ness was reported, with sales of Manitoba 
wheat also put through. It is believed that 
as soon as the time of the arrival of Mani- 
toba wheat is a little more definitely assured, 
the buying of American will be practically 
over. Quotations at the close: No. 1 north- 
ern spring, opening, $2.44; No. 2 hard winter, 
Chicago, $2.56; No. 1 northern Manitoba, end 
of May, $2.39; No. 2 northern Manitoba, $2.34. 

CORN—The advances in wheat have been 
about equaled by the advance in corn. Pre- 
miums~ have been very strong, with only 
small quantities available. Reports of some 
export buBiness have persisted, but apparent- 


ly no one, excepting the allies, has been in. 


the market for corn. Moderate amounts were 
reported resold by Denmark. A cargo of 
Argentine corn was reported worked for im- 
port on Saturday at New York. Quotations: 
new No. 2 yellow corn is quoted at $1.56%, 
e.i.f; No. 3 yellow, $1.55%, ¢.i-f. 

OATS—Values have advanced with other 
grain, but buying has been less urgent and 
supplies have been more liberal. There were 
reports of large sales recently of Canadian 
oats, opening of navigation, at about 8c bu 
under American of the same quality. East- 
ern demand has been somewhat less active 
at the advance. Quotations: standards, 79c; 
No. 3 white, 78%c; ordinary pag clipped, 
79@81ic; white clipped, 81@83% 

RYE FLOUR—Values eneitie to emvemss 





with wheat flour, and prices were quoted at 
$9.75 @10 in sacks, spot and to arrive. 


MILLFEED—Firm, with the advance in 
other feedstuffs. Spot supplies are about 
exhausted in cases, and mills are reported 
well sold ahead, The reports from other 
points show continued strong positions. Quo- 
tations for spring bran, per ton, in 100-Ib 
sacks, to arrive, $44; standard middlings, 
100’s, $44; red dog, $49. City feed: bulk bran 
$45.40, 100-lb sacks $47; heavy feed, in bulk 
$45.40, 100-lb sacks $47; flour middlings, 
100’s, $50; red dog flour, $51, in bbls. 

CORN MBEAL—Advance in cash corn has 
brought a further strong rise in corn meal, 
with mills unwilling to sell heavy quantities 
even at the advance. Quotations at the close: 
kiln-dried, export, bbl $6.35@6.75; fine yel- 
low, 100’s, $3.50@3.70; white, 100’s, $3.50@ 
3.70; coarse, 100’s, $3.50@3.70; hominy, bbl, 
$6.76; granulated yellow, $7.35 bbl; white 
granulated, $7.40 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $3.85. 





MILWAUKEE, APRIL 14 
FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 

bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 
Hard spring patent, wood ......$11.90@12.00 


Hard spring straight, wood..... 11.156 @11.25 
Fancy clear, jute ..........6+. . -10.25 @10.50 
Rye flour, pure, wood . 9.35@ 9.40 
Rye flour, country blended, “jute. 8.50@ 9.00 
Kansas straight, cotton .,...... 11.00 @11.30 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 lbs, cotton ........ -+-@ 3.35 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

white, 100 Ibs, cotton ........ +-@ 3.35 

MILLFEED—Higher. Standard bran, 


$40.50; standard fine middlings, $41; rye feed, 
$40; flour middlings, $43; brewers’ dried 
grains, $41; oil meal, $45; hominy feed, $54, 
—all in 100-lb sacks. Demand good for 
prompt shipment. 

WHEAT—Advanced 16@20c, with demand 
good from millers and shippers for all mill- 
ing grades. Receipts, 167 cars. No. 1 north- 
ern, $2.17@2.40; No. 2, $2.12@2.34; No. 3, 
$1.80@2.20; No. 2 red, $2.07@2. 36; No. 2 
hard, $2.17@2.40. 


No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 
Monday - 217@221 212@219 180@205 
Tuesday ... 217@221 214@219 180@205 
Wednesday. 218@222 215@220 180@205 
Thursday .. 224@228 220@226 183@210 
Friday .... 230@234 224@230 185@215 
Saturday .. 234@240 227@234 187@220 


BARLEY—Advanced 8@9c, with maltsters 
and brewers buying all choice offered. Re- 
ceipts, 201 cars. Medium, $1.41@1.50; No. 3, 
$1.41@1.49; No. 4, $1.28@1.48; feed and re- 
jected, $1.10@1.35. 

RYE—Advanced 6@7c, with demand good 
at all times. Receipts, 22 cars. Millers and 
distillers bought best grades. No. 1, $1.83 
@1.86%; No. 2, $1.82% @1.86%; No. 3, $1.75 
@1.86. 

CORN—Advanced 7@12c, with strength in 
futures. Receipts, 162 cars. Shippers bought 
freely, and offerings were well cleaned up. 
No. 3 yellow, $1.38@1.44; No. 4 yellow, $1.37 
@1.43; No. 3 mixed, $1.37@1.43; No. 3 white, 
$1.40@1.49. : 

OATS—Strong, with demand _ excellent. 
Tables were cleared each day. Receipts, 217 
cars. Standard, 68@71%c; No. 3 white, 67% 
@T7ic; No. 4 white, 67@70%c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

7—Receipts— 0 mae 
1917 1916 917 1916 
Flour, bbls... 13,640 14,750 18. 340 24,930 
Wheat, bus.. 207,500 131,075 409,798 66,075 
Corn, bus.... 217,080 191,620 170,570 288,720 


Oats, bus.... 425,320 781,840 639,159 541,470 
Barley, bus.. 291,450 265,720 60,764 131,834 
Rye, bus, 26,070 69,280 48,622 36,776 
Feed, tons... 160 2,160 3,568 2,608 





ST. LOUIS, APRIL 14 
- FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.0.b. St. Louis: 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 lbs, in 140-Ib jute bags: 


WOME WRCONE os cick wesacsanke $11.25@11.50 
cee no MCRL EEEEEE ES Cee TT 10.85 @11.00 
First clear .......... Toscevs +++ 10.00@10.20 
SOU: GOO 65 cc vesesvscsasets 9.00@ 9.25 
SOS nn ki aWisesccccceecs + 8.20@ 8.50 
SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 

First patent, in cotton ......... $11.25 @11.60 
Second patent, in cotton ....... 10.00@11.00 
Extra fancy, in jute ....... «+++ 10.20@10.50 
BOCOME COOP 6. vvcccsccssecsecs 9.20@ 9.60 
EMR -BUNGO ov vcr cericcdscsosons 8.20@ 8.50 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
PARO DOCKS 666 ccc cvccvececs $11.10@11.50 
MCPRIGME occ wesiviccicesoves «+++ 10.60@10.75 
COC oo. ste Fe ieciccwesuce Tews 10.15 @10.60 


MILLFEED—Quotations in 100-lb bags, 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft wheat 
bran, $2.04; hard wheat bran, $2; middlings, 
$2.25@2.30. At mills to city trade: bran, 
$2.06; gray middlings, $2.25@2.30. 

WHEAT—Cash demand was good 
steady advancing prices, closing s0@ate 
higher on soft and 28@24c higher on hard. 
Receipts, 267 cars, against 281. Closing 
prices: No. 2 red, $2.62@2.65; No. 3 red, 
$2.54@2.58; No. 2 hard, $2:50@2.70; No 2 
hard, $2.46%. 

CORN—Very good demand at eG im 
higher, Receipts, 210 


corn, $1. 48% @1. 49; No, , $1.50%@ 
1.51; No. 8 yellow, $1, a * 8 yellow, 
$1.48%; No. 2. white, § *i2@1.53: No. 3 
white, $1.53. 





CORN GOODS—City meal, $6.35 bbl, f.0.1), 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $6.55. 
OATS—Good demand, with prices 1@11,. 
higher. Receipts, 208 cars, against 23). 
Closing prices: standard, 73%c; No. 3 white. 
78c; No. 4 white, 72%c; No. 2 mixed, 7114¢. 
RYE—No. 2 rye nominal. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts—, -Shipments— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 

77,420 113.390 150,930 86,920 

590,800 355,230 723,790 499,29) 

333,410 271,330 402,840 749,35: 

508,100 177,390 581,460 306,000 

eS ere Fs 9,650 2,000 18,700 

Barley, bus.. 1,600 1,070 1,220 4,805 


STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 


Flour, bbls... 
Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 





April14 April 7 April i5 
1917 1917 1916 
No. 2 red wheat... 142,992 161,328 120,69: 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 292,813 334,305 606,05; 
No. 2 Corn ........ 9,728 16,167 68,269 
No. 2 white corn... 659,198 68,162 103,41, 
No, 2 yellow corn.. 20,524 26,260 ...... 
No, 2 oats ........, 2,169 5,594 9,8 
No. 2 white oats... 14,027 6,892 ...... 
No. 3 white oats... 77,870 111,364 331,313 
Standard oats .... 41,670 41,670 5,080 
No. 2 rye ..s.s..55 1,760 2,260 8,750 





BOSTON, APRIL 14 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent... ..$12.50@12.75 
Spring, Minneapolis ............ 12.30 @12.50 
Spring, country ..........6.. +» 11.40@12.25 
Spring first clear, in cotton usuee 10.25 @10.50 
Kansas patent, standards, sacks. 11.40@12.25 
Wemeee DONORS cocccdé ds nev enews 11.30@12.20 
Winter straight .............. +» 10.70@11.50 
Winter first clear .............. 10.40 @11.20 


MILLFEED—AImost prohibitive prices are 
quoted on all grades. Offerings are small 
on spot, and holders are asking practically 
what they want. For mill shipment it is 
offering to some extent, but the trade is re- 
luctant about paying the prices asked, on 
account of the uncertainty of delivery. An 
advance of $3@4 was made on all wheat 
feeds. Oat hulls dull, but held higher. Glu- 
ten, hominy and stock feeds are quoted at 
extreme prices, with little inquiry. Alfalfa 
meal held higher. Cottonseed and linseed 
meals dull. Quotations, mill shipment, in 
100-1b sacks, per ton: spring bran, $46; win- 
ter bran, $46.25; middlings, $46@48; mixed 
feed, $47@50; red dog, in 140-Ib sacks, $50; 
oat hulls, reground, $34; gluten feed, $46.08; 
hominy feed, $56; stock feed, $55; alfalfa 
meal, $37@40; cottonseed meal, $44@46; lin- 
seed meal, $45.75. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A good demand for 
oatmeal and corn meal, with market firmer. 
Rye and graham flours held higher. Quota- 
tions, mill shipment, in wood: rolled oatmeal, 
$8.25; cut and ground, $9.48; granulated corn 
meal, $7.50; bolted, $7.45; feeding, in 100-ib 
bags, $2.90@2.92; cracked corn, in 100-Ib 
bags, $2.92@2.94; rye flour, in sacks, $9.20@ 
9.50; graham flour, $9.50@11.40. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 





--Receipts—, = s— 

1917 1916 917 1916 
Flour, bbis.... 49,321 654,938 ..... 
Wheat, bus...208,586 426,457 34,179 639, 590 
Corn, bus..... 27,214 3,495 46,889 57,023 
Oats, bus..... 39,550 217,952 46,502 179,: 
Rye, bus,..... 1,227 1,178 9,190 
Barley, bus... 840 11,327 ..... 
Millfeed, tons. 71 LS? Se 
Corn meal, bbis 930 pt errs 
Oatmeal, cases ..... EO 
Oatmeal, sacks ..... er ae 


WEEK’S EXPORTS 
Wheat, 386,522 bus; corn, 34,285; oats, 657,- 
416. Since Jan. 1: wheat, 3,101,402 bus; corn, 
798,305; oats, 4,472,272. 





BUFFALO, APRIL 14 

FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 
Spring 

Best patent $12.25 @12.50 
Straight 12 
First clear .. 
Low-grade 
BEGG BTN & Cin cencnbecs ce thevents 





Spring bran, per ton .........60e0e05% 
Standard middlings, per ton ........- 
Flour middlings, per ton .... we 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sacks, ton. 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ... 
Gluten feed, per ton .......... ° 
Corn meal, coarse, per ton ..... 
Corn meal, table, per ton ..........++- 
Cracked corn, per tom ........05e0+55 
Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton... 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .........-+- 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 9.90 
WHEAT—There was a steady decline i: 
limits for No. 1 northern, opening shipmen 
and no demand of consequence until 6c ov: 
Chicago May was struck, when millers 
bought quite freely. The closing was dull 3' 
7c over asked. Spot wheat is offered occ’ 
sionally in carloads, and brings a very his 
premium, Winter wheat advanced about 25: 
for the week, closing with no offerings 4”: 
a good inquiry. The mills took Sapains 
offered on the way up. Closing: No. 2 whit: 
$2.43; No. 8 white, $2.38; No. 2 red, $2.49: 
No. 8 red, $2.42; No. 2 mixed, $2.43; No. 
mixed, $2.38,—on track, through billed. 
CORN—Receipts. were taken as soon 46 
offered, buyers following the advance, whic! 
at the close was 9c above last. Saturday. 
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April 18, 1917 


sing: No. 2 yellow, $1.49%; No. 3 yellow, 
bir ‘No. 4 yellow, $1.47; No. 5 yellow, $1.45; 
No. 6 yellow, $1.43,—on track, through billed. 

OATS—Trading was slow except for the 
best weights. The heavy No, 2 white were 
taken for seed. Millers took the rest of the 
offerings. Closing: No. 2 white, 75%c¢; stand- 
ard, 75¢; No. 3 white, 74%c; No. 4 white, 
73%¢,—on track, through billed. 

LARLEY—The only spot stuff here in store 
was taken at $1.45. Some poor stuff, rail 
Bhi pment, was offered at * 38@1.40. Open- 
ing shipment sold at $1.4 

LR YE—No offerings a. no demand. . 





pULUTH, APRIL 14 
-LOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 Ibs, f.0.b, Duluth: 
April 14 1916 
First patent, wood. .$11.00@11.35 $5.95 @G6.05 






Second patent, wood 10.75@11.10 5.85@5.95 
Straight, Wood ....- 10.60@10.95 56.75 @5.85 
First clear, jute.... 9.45@ 9.70 4.90@5.10 
Second clear, jute... 8.45@ 8.70 3.35@3.70 
Red dog, jute-....-- 4.40@ 4.60 2.60@2.75 

DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, per 140 Ibs, f.0.b, Duluth: 

April 14 1916 


pr 

$12.30@12.55 $5.80@5.90 
Patent, jute 12.00@12.25 6.40@5.50 
Cut-straight 11.00@11.20 4.90@6.00 

RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b, mill, April 14, were: 
family blend, $10.05; pure white, $10. 25; pure 
dark, $9.16; dark blend, $9.15. 

DULUTH- SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT. 

By weeks ending on dates given: 
1917 bbls 1916 bbls 1915 bbis 
Apr. 14.. 13,460 Apr. 15..19,255 Apr. 17..19,220 
Apr. .13,270 Apr. 8..28,275 Apr. 10..22,120 
Mar. 31. .20,915 Apr. 1..28,810 Apr. 3..18,965 
Mar. 24.. 7,030 Mar. 25..34,000 Mar. 27..19,510 

Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 
1917 bbls 1916 bbis 1915 bbls 


Med. semolina, jute.. 








Apr. 14.. . Apr. 15.. Apr. 17.. 3,570 
Apr. 7.. e+e. Apr. *8.. Apr. 10.. «sees 
Mar. 31.. .--. Apr. 1.. +. Apr. 3.. 2,066 
Mar. 24.. «++. Mar. 25.. - Mar. 27.. 790 


WHEAT—Showed flighty action, but was 
strong at the close. Winter wheat news, 
week-end covering and bullish cash position 
were responsible for the strength. Situation 
in durum more pronounced than in spring; 
scarcity caused shorts to scramble at the 
close, resulting in a bulge of 9c in May 
durum against 7c for spring future. Com- 
pared with close on April 7, durum has ad- 
vanced 18% @14%c, while spring gained 4@ 
6\%c. Prices made new high records, though 
all advances were not maintained. Aggres- 
sive buying on all breaks helped to sustain 
market. Traders were disposed to limit com- 
mitments, but bulls seemed more certain of 
their position. Prices are so high it is dan- 
gerous to operate. Movement from Canada 
now looked for to slow down. Elevators are 
practically filled up, and storage space is 
limited. More cars available, and shipments 
increased, 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 


Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bushel, spot, May and July: 
Spot durum—, 


No.1 No.2 May July 

April 7 ..cccese 223 218 223 218% 
April 9 ..sseeee 218% 218% 218% 216% 
April 10 ......0. 217 212 217 215% 
April 11 ..csadhe 217% 212% 217% 215 
April 12 ..cveean 226 220 225 220% 
April 13 ..cesebe 227 222 227 224 
April 14 ....eee. 236% 231% 236% 233% 
April 15, 1916... 112 107 112 113% 

Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents: 
April No, 1nor No. 2 nor No. 3 


7... 215% @219% 211% @214% 203% @208% 
9... 208% @212% 204% @207% 196% @201% 


10... 210 @214 206 @209 198 @203 
11... 209% @218% 205% @208% 197% @202% 
12... 216 @220 212 @215 204 @209 
13... 218% @222% 214% @217% 206% @211% 
14... 222 @226 218 @221 210 @215 
15*.. 116% @119 112 @115 105 @110 


#1916 
Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents per bushel: 


Oats Rye 

No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
April 7..... 63% @66% -@173 86@131 
April 9..... 62 @65 -@173 86@131 
April 10..... 61% @64% -@173 85@131 
April 11..... 61% @64% -@173 865@131 
April 12 63% @66% -@175 90@135 
April 13..... 63% @66% 178@180 90@137 
April 14..... 64 178@180 90@137 
April 15%... -@41% 93@ 94 63@ 71 


#1916. 
Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators 
April 14 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 
r——Domestic—, cw Bon nded—, 
1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 


1917 
Corn .....,. 1 1,977 oes 
Oats ....., 1,248 636 2,503 3,560 1,276 20 
Rye ....... 441 39 53 3° ..1 wee 
Barley --+-1,018 692 417 311 126 6 
Flaxseed ..1,784 1,667 724 180 79 295 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (April 14), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 
. 7——Receipts—, Gaus te nese 
Wheat— 1917 1916 1915 17..1916 1915 


orn 


Spring .... 69 29- $69 08 28 1,971 
Durum .... SSR ASE cen. Maa 
Winter .., 4 3 31 2 ene 387 
Western, ..:3 | scuba 1 . 1 
Totals .. 107 158 488 110 29 2,499 
Bonded ... 611 460 86 127 689 ... 
Totals .. 718 618 469 287 668 2,499 
Oats ...... 6 12 144 5... 66 1,184 
ap led.. 368 120 . 1 305 5 
osvotah 7 165 wee)” Sgt ire 
Baricy -- 199 70 16 19 449 306 
Bonded... 20 26 ... 6.40 vie 

Flaxseed .. 69 6 49 7 E oa 
Bonded... .., 7 3 Toa tae 

1 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, April 14 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 

weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 
7~Wheat stocks—, -———grade——,, 


1917 1915 1917 1916 1915 

bus bus bus cars cars cars 
1 hard .... 36 175 ZEB see ses 1 
1 northern. 798 2,961 2,829... 10 58 
2 northern. 648 1,785 3,128 \... 10 73 
Noe. F ocsss 468 203 1,123 1 12 58 
WOES ovves css 95 42 «#12 6 28 
Rejected... ... eee By ate eve bes 
Mixed gr... ... oes ves BD -ces ‘ets 
Pers. ee 10 A .-.0-0% aes 2 
Sample g eee eon 21 Bi: eae 


Sp’l bine . 2,408 2,840 1,918 ... ces ceo 


Totals ..4,353 8,069 9,149 36 39 86220 
Macaroni... 973 6,772 42 41 23 
S’western.. 839 778 461 1 2 24 
Western .. 4 eee a Vee) oe 
Mixed .... «.. oe owe 18 24 21 

Totals ..6,169 15,619 9,817 97 106 288 
Bonded ..6,874 5,243 238 692 481 71 

Totals 12, sas 20,862 10,055 789 6587 3859 
Afloat ..2 we FOO ROR wee 08s. abe 


Totals 12,043 21,62012,103 789 687 359 


FLAXSEED—Very unsettled. Business 
limited. Technical position of market 
strengthened as week advanced, in sympathy 
with bullish tone to wheat and coarse grain. 
At the end of the week highest prices in 
history of market were scored. May and 
July options touched $3.26. The high record 
price was not maintained, as week-end sell- 
ing caused a setback of about 8c. At that, 
the net advance since April 7 was 13@l4c, 
Steady demand for cash and futures, though 
no large sales are being negotiated. Light 
offerings find ready takers despite high prices 
asked. Domestic receipts were about same 
as in previous weeks, but no Canadian. This 
is accounted for by the fact that duty is 
being paid on bonded cars before unloaded 
into, elevators, and therefore regarded and 
reported as domestic. Conversion. of this 
flaxseed is said to run in the neighborhood 
of 50 per cent of present movement. With- 
drawals represented about 10 cars, car situa- 
tion still checking shipments. 





TOLEDO, APRIL 14 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.0.b. Toledo, wood basis, bbl of 196 lbs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 
Patent, Toledo-made ..........eeeeee% $12.05 


SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


POtOME oc cc ccc cccccsccccscseces $11.560@11.75 
BUPBIB RE: wire ieecccccccetcvcseces 11.40@11.65 
CRORE « cevecdevoccctvcccscressess 11.00@11.25 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.o.b. Toledo: 





Winter wheat bran ........secseeseees $44.00 
BUERG BOGE occ ctv evcccccccwwccssevcce + 44.00 
TROD | knee dc Fab ose ce cevorvsvces 45.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags..... -- 48.00 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag ..........- 6.75 
WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 

Cash May July Sept 
Monday ...... - -% $2. 33% $1.88% $...... 
Tuesday ..... 2.2 1 sen 1.74 
Wednesday ... :. 39% 2 39% 1.86% 1.72 
Thursday .... 2.43 2.43 1.96 1.76 
re 2.46 2.46 1.95 1.77 
Saturday ..... 2.49% 2.49% 1.98 1.78% 


Receipts last week, 32 cars, 14 contract; 
year ago 35, 8 contract. 


CORN—Receipts 17 cars, 14 contract; year 
ago 26, 3 contract. 


OATS—Receipts 26 cars, 15 contract; year 
ago 18, none contract, 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
7-Receipts—, --Shipments—, 


1917 1916 1917 1916 
Wheat, bus.. 37,800 34,500 32,100 82,500 
Corn, bus.... 19,800 31,200 21,000 34,100 
Oats, bus.... 41,600 28,800 15,500 36,200 





BALTIMORE, APRIL 14 


FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 
Spring patent, special brands. ..$11.65@11.80 


Spring patent .......cscseeeeeee 11.40@11.55 
Spring straight ............. «++ 11.10@11.25 
Spring first clear ...........-+ 10.40@10.65 
Spring second clear ...........+. 9.75 @10.26 
Winter patent, special stencils.. 10.95@11.00 


Winter patent 
Winter straight . 
Winter first clear ... 





Hard winter patent ..........+.+ 12.25 @12.40 
Hard winter straight .......... 12.00@12.15 
Hard winter first clear ......... 11.10@11.35 


Rye flour, pure and blended..... 8.75@ 9:50 

MILLFEED—Generally higher but quiet. 
Quotations, in 100-l1b sacks, per ton, for quick 
all-rail shipment: spring bran, $44.75 @45.25; 
spring middlings, $44.75@45.25; soft winter 
bran, $45@465.50; soft winter middlings, $46 
@46.50; spot feed, higher; lake shipment 
feed, lower. 

WHEAT—Advanced 14%c, with movement 
and demand good. Receipts, 539,178 bus; 
exports, 611,827; stock, 1,586,725. Closing 
prices: No. 2 red, spot, April and May, 
$2:46%; No. 2 red western, spot and April, 
$2.50%. 

CORN—Gained 9@10c, with demand and 
movement increasing. Receipts, 420,005 bus; 
exports, 613,445; stock, 717,715. Closing 
prices: contract spot and April, $1.49%; No. 
3 track yellow, $1.50; choice near-by yellow 
cob, bbl, $7.25. 

OATS—Up %@1%c, with movement and 
demand small. ‘Receipts, 112,419 bus; stock, 
170,569. Closing prices: standard white, 76% 
@77c; No. 3 white, 76c, sales. 

RYE—Up 5@7c, with demand and move- 
ment light. Receipts, 141,650 bus; exports, 
177,828; stock, 468,445. Closing price of No. 
2 western for export, $1. 





MINNEAPOLIS, APRIL 17 


Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b, Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 

April 17 Year ago 
Stand. patent, wood.$12.40@12.50 $5.90@6.35 
Second patent, wood. 12.25@12.40 5.75@6.20 
Fancy clear, jute.... 10.75@11.00 4.80@5.10 
First clear, jute..... 10.25@11.00 4.60@4.80 
Second clear, jute... 7.00@ 7.80 2.75 @3.26 
Red’ dog, jute ..... + «o++@ 4.50 2.60@2.70 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, includ- 
ing Minneapolis and outside, per 280 lbs, in 
jute, c.i.f.. including 2 per cent commission, 
today (April 17) were nominally: 


persian ot 
Second clear .....ss-eeeeees ° -@62s 


Durum flour Gkerations tau, ‘Mteneapetis 
today (April 17), in jute, were: 


Medium semolina ..... eens Teed $12.60 @12.80 
POtOME cccscccceccscccesccccece 12.30@12.50 
CIORE: oc cccvecveccoes Ceeeres ene - 7.20@ 9.00 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 
April 21... ...... 375,355 280,300 302,310 
April 14... 372,775 388,155 235,320 335,385 
April 7.. 395,830 391,390 215,925 337,320 


March 81. 877,140 383,490 253,735 308,860 


Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 
April 21... ...++. 21,765 20,165 29,775 
April 14... 24,615 . 98,125 14,100 44,130 
April 7.. 24,605 151,115 14,930 39,055 
March 81. 23,275 34,880 21,240 29,760 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 


Week Ca- 

end- No. pac- -—Output—, --Exports—, 
ing mills ity 1917 1916 1917 1916 
Feb. 17. 67 55,700 179,750 225,990 3,825 2,095 
Feb, 24. 66 55,350 185,915 226,625 7,165 
Mar 8. 65 55,000 210,120 234,175 4,230 
Mar. 10. 67 56,850 185,800 224,770 715 3,850 
Mar, 17. 66 56,000 187,940 222,830 4,460 
Mar. 24. 66 56,050 146,930 191,480 755 845 
Mar. 31. 66 55,050 214,710 197,865 3,590 
Apr. 7. 65 55,350 199,295 197,705 11,140 
Apr. 14. 56 46,650 177,465 174,190 355 1,785 


MILLFEED PRICES 


Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (April 17) for prompt shipment (14 


days), per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 

April 17 Year ago 
Bram ccvccccsess «-$39.00@40.00 $18.25@19.00 
Stand. middlings.. 39.50@40.50 19.25@20.00 
Flour middlings... 43.00@44.00 23.50@25.00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 44.00@46.00 26.00@27.00 


The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-1b sacks: 
April 17 Year ago 
-$44.50@45.50 $23.75 @24.40 
. 24.50 @25.40 
29.00 @30.50 
31.50 @32.50 


Standard bran... 
Stand, middlings.. 45.00@46.00 
Flour middlings... 48.50@49.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 49.50@51.50 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car lots, 
net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 


Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $56.00 @56.50 


No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 55.00@55.50 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 55.00@55.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 55.00@55.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, 100-lb sacks. ++ @40.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 6.40@ 6.50 
Corn meal, white® ...........- - 6.10@ 6.20 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 10.50@10.60 


Rye flour, pure medium straight* 10.00@10.10 


Rye flour, pure dark German’... 9.50@ 9.60 
Graham, standard, bbli* ........ 11.50@11.60 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 78.35@ 8.45 
Mill screenings, per ton .......-. 14.00 @20.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 24.00@30.00 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 30.00@35.00 


Recleaned buckwheat screenings 33.00@40.00 
Flaxseed screenings, ton ...... -« 28.00@35.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... detae oor 
Oil meal, 2,000 Ibs, 100-lb sacksft .....@42.00 

*Per bbl in sacks, Where not “othefwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 

+Car-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 

tIn sacks. 

{Nominal. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


April 17.—The week just closed has been 
one of the most strenuous ever experienced, 
Minneapolis traders say. Without any ap- 
parent reason, wheat jumped several cents 
daily. Notwithstanding reports of rains in 
the Southwest and the recovery of some 
wheat which earlier was declared to be killed 
by drouth, the market displayed inherent 
strength which surprised even the most bull- 
ishly inclined. The top was reached Monday, 
when May wheat in Minneapolis touched 
$2.29%, the highest on record. 

A break of 10c was experienced today, 
when it became known that Canada had re- 
moved the duty on wheat. Just what this 
action would bring about was not clear. 
Some traders seemed to think that premiums 
on cash grain in Winnipeg would advange, 
and that when the readjustment took place, 
the two markets would again be about on 
a parity. 

For the week, May wheat in Minneapolis 
moved within a range of 26%c, July 22%c, 
and September 12%c. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on April 10, at the close today, No. 1 north- 
ern was 19@20c higher; No. 2 northern, 18 
@20c higher; May, 12c higher; July, 8c high- 
er; September, 3%c lower. 

A strong, active demand for milling wheat 
has been experienced at Minneapolis all week. 
Receipts have been fairly heavy, but appar- 
ently were not adequate to meet the de- 
mand. In consequence, light-weight wheat 
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has been bringing comparatively better prices 
than for some time, 

Elevatgr companies complain of difficulty 
oe tae cars with which to deliver wheat 
sold, 

Premiums are up 10c bu for the week. 
No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 20@ 
24c over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 18@20c 
over; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 16@20c 
over; No. 2 velvet chaff, 15@18c over; No. 3 
northern, 5@15c over; No. 4 wheat, 25c under 
to Be over. 

Following is an average of the prices bid 
on light-weight spring wheat, regardless of 
cars in which loaded: 52-lb, May price to 
be over; 50-lb, 2c under to May price; 49-Ib, 
6@8c under May; 48-lb, 12@8c under; 47-lb, 
20@i65c under; 46-lb, 25@20c under; 45-Ib, 
35 @30c under. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 

April No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 
7... 218% @225% 214% @220% 204% @214% 
9... 213 @220 209 @215 199 @209 
10... 214% @221% 210% @216% 200% @211% 
11... 213% @220% 209% @215% 199% @210% 
12... 219% @228% 215% @2238% 205% @216% 
13... 226% @234% 220% @229% 210% @222% 
14... 234% @240% 227% @236% 215% @227% 
16... 244% @250% 288% @246% 226% @240% 
17... 284% @240% 228% @236% 216% @230% 
18*,. 119% @122% 116% @119% 111% @116% 
20t.. 157 @161 152% @158 154 @156 

*1916. 1915. 

Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 

Apr. No.4 8.G. N.G. Apr. No.4 8.G. N.G. 


11...182% 161 211% 14...206% 191% ..... 
a Seed 173% ..... hob? 201% ..... 
-195% 175% ..... 17...214% 192 ..... 


‘Cloning prices of May, July and September 
wheat 
Apr. May July Sept. Apr. 
11...2056% 200% 167% 14.. 
12...211% 206 172% 16...228% 219% 175 
13...214% 208% 173 17...218% 209 166% 
DURUM WHEAT PRICES 
Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
aa. No. 1 No. 2 No. 3* ai 
az -225% 220% 201% 14. 
-388 228 ..... 16...256 251 225% 
13. -235 280 214% 17. -245% 240% 208% 
*Average of closing prices, 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


May July Sept. 
-219% 212% 174 


No. 1 No. 2 No. 3* 
-246% 239% 188% 


Saturday were: April 15 

April14 April 7 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 2,131,740 2,852,430 1,908,170 
Flour, bbis ...... 22,501 17,446 21,735 
Millstuff, tons ... 1,339 993 1,164 
Core, DUB. ceccee 134,400 240,030 62,100 
Oats, bus ....... 349,050 672,790 621,000 
Barley, bus ..... 280,800 433,160 471,150 
Rye, bus ........ 69,000 114,000 68,250 
Flaxseed, bus ... 85,680 142,000 149,860 


Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks end- 


ing Saturday were: April 15 

April14 “April 7 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 975,600 881,910 1,156,200 
Flour, bbis ...... 412,550 424,292 423,215 
Millstuff, tons ... 16,521 18,386 13,738 
Corn, bus ....... 309,880 325,000 74,100 
Oats, bus ....... 890,950 899,640 1,189,440 
Barley, bus ..... 585,040 609,120 562,600 
Rye, bus ........ 147,840 53,100 94,900 
Flaxseed, bus ... 10,900 2,380 3,720 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Apr. 15 Apr. 17 
Apr. 14 Apr. 7 1916 1915 
28 20 72 























No. 1 hard ..... ee6 
No. 1 northern. 90 157 554 71 
No. 2 northern.. 130 176 360 97 
WO, 8 ccssccccen 132 191 166 126 
WO; © sce wseeese 480 619 86 112 
Rejected Cones ce eee eee 30 13 
No-grade ....... 113 168 45 10 
Sample grade... 304 420 23 9 

Totals, spring.1,277 1,761 1,336 438 
Hard winter ... 235 344 105 4 
Macaroni ...... 107 175 77 52 
Mixed .......... 184 246 135 52 
Western ........ 96 169 35 2 

Totals. ..cvoes 1,899 2,685 1,688 468 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted): Apr. 15 Apr. 17 

Apr. 14 Apr. 7 1916 1915 
No. 1 hard ..... 437 455 663 73 














No. 1 northern. .1,453 1,457 3,424 2,737 
No. 2 northern. .1,730 1,792 2,127 1,865 
Other grades....5,930 6,162 4,586 3,209 

Totals ....... 9,550 9,866 10,800 7,884 
In 1914 ....... 19,198 19,900 ..... esece 
Tm. 1908 cccsces 21,470 21,668 ..... ° ° 
In 1912 ....... 16,021 17,006 ..... ° ° 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


._Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 

April Corn Oats Rye Barley 
10. 125% @128% 62% @64% 175 @176 107@135 
11. 126% @128% 62% @64% 175 @176 107@135 
12. 185 @136 65% @66% 178@179 107@135 
13. 187% @138% 65% @66% 183@184 109@137 
14. 140 @141 67 @68 189@190 111@139 
16. 144% @145% 68% @69% 193@194 116@141 
17* 77 @T78 42%@43 92@ 93 65@ 72 


*1916. 
COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Apr. 15 Apr. 17 Apr. 18 


Apr. 14 Apr.7 1916 1915 1914 


Corn.... 271 301 113 944 121 
Oats ...6,499 6,528 2,673 1,720 1,332 
Barley... 852 943 186 333 996 
Rye .... 287 327 328 100 398 
Flaxseed, 374 437 123 72 237 








OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, - 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, per 100 Ibs: 


a——F rom——, 

New Newport 

To— York News 
Aberdeen ...... pecaoes +++ $1.40 Bi... 
Bristol ....s0000% asvteees - 1.10 seve 
Cardiff ..... oweeee anne e Pe save 
Dundee ......ceverscecees - 1.40 eeee 
Glasgow .....seeveeee ewee 1,26 eee 
aren So teccesecs 1.26 wits 
Leith... ccceccccconere Pree dees 
Liverpool eecddesensesecee ence 1.10 
LONGOD . ...cccsscceccs soos cose 1.10 
St. John’s, N. F.....+-seees .80 acon 


The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause” adopt- 
ed by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 


All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
To— To— 


Albany .......++. 26.1 Ogdensburg ..... 27.8 
Baltimore ...... 22.8 Philadelphia .... 23.8 
Baltimore* ..... 22.0 Philadelphia* ... 23.0 
Baltimoret ..... 22.0 Philadelphiat ... 23.0 
Binghamton .... 22.8 Pittsburgh ...... 19.0 
Boston ......... 27.8 Portland ....... . 27.8 
Boston* .......- 24.0 Portland* ....... 22.3 
Bostont ......-- 26.0 Punxsutawney .. 22.8 
Buffalo ......... 19.0 Quebec ......... 32.8 
Corning ......+. 22.8 Richfield powene 25.1 
Elmira ...... .+. 22.8 Rochester . - 22.8 
WOOD vckvcessvess 19.0 Rockland ....... 27.8 
Hornell .......+- 22.8 Schenectady .... 26.1 
Ithaca ..... «++. 22.8 Scranton ........ 23.8 
Montreal ....... 27.8 Stanstead ..... +. 27.8 
Mount Morris ... 22.8 Syracuse ....... 22.8 
Newport News*.. 22.0 Troy ...... eveee 26.1 
New York ...... 25.8 Utica .......... + 24.1 





New York* ..... 24.0 Chicago (local).. 10.0 
New Yorkt ..... 25.0 Wilkes-Barre ... 23.8 
*Applies on flour for export only. tHxport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


Export all-rail rates on flour from Minne- 
apolis, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
Through -—Proportionals to—, 


To— rate Chicago* Eastt 
Boston .......+ 24.0 7.5 16.5 
New York ..... 24.0 7.6 16.5 
Philadelphia ... 23.0 7.5 15.5 
Baltimore ...... 22.0 7.6 14.5 
Norfolk ........ 22.0 7.5 14.5 


*Minneapolis to Chicago. ftFrom Chicago 
east. 


WHEAT RATES FROM CANADA 

Following are rates in cents per 100 Ibs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada to 
Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota Transfer: 

From— From—_- — 
Brandon ......... 13 Portage la Prairie 12 
Moose Jaw ....... 18 Broadview ....... 16 
Medicine Hat..... 22 Swift Current .... 20 
Calgary .......... 24 Saskatoon ....... 22 
Edmonton ....... 26 Outlook .......... 22 
Winnipeg ........ 12 Lenore ........... 16 
Rapid City ...... 14 Coutts ........... 25 
Lethbridge ....... 28 Red Deer ........ 26 
Coronation ....... 26 

Oats and barley take the same rate as 
wheat, while flaxseed is ic higher. 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 


Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 


named: Reship- 
BEx-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping export 
New York ...... 14 12 14 12 
Boston .....+.++ 16 12 16 12 
Philadelphia . 12.5 11 12 11 
Baltimore ...... 11.6 10.6 11 10 
Richmond ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Norfolk ........ 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Washington, D.C. 11.5 ee 11. 10 
Cumberland, Md., 

Meyersdale, 

Pa., Piedmont, 

We Vis. accvoes 43 oe 10.5 ee 
Albany ........-- 13.5 ee 13.6 oe 
Utica ..... escce 33 os 12 e 
Syracuse ....... 11.6 oe 11 e% 
Rochester ..... e oe 11 oe 


ST. LOUIS 

Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 ibs, via lake-and-rail, from St. Louis 
or Bast St. Louis to foreign ports: 
Bristol ........110.50 Leith .........110.50 
Christiania ....205.50 Liverpool ..... 110.60 
Copenhagen ...205.50 London ....... 
Glasgow ..... :.110.50 Manchester ...110.50 

Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in sacks, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 
New — éoove * 50 Baltimore ..... 17.50 


Boston ....... 2.50 Washington .... 17.50 
Philadelphia éée it 60 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo ........ 00 Newport News.. 17.50 
Albany ..... ose i980 Richmond, Va.. 17.50 


Syracuse ...... 17.50 Rochester .. 
Va. com. points. 17.50 Cleveland .. ° 
Scranton ....... 18.50 Indianapolis ... 


CHICAGO 

Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Chicago to points named, in cents 
per 100 Ibs, are shown herewith: 
Boston ... 
aoe: 
Pittsburgh .. .7 
Albany ........+ : 16.8 








17.50 
11.90 
8.30 





Syracuse 
New York ae Y 
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COOPERS’ CHIPS 

~ Heading is scarce and higher. 
The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
23,605 barrels for the sae aoe Satur- 


day represented the TOx- 
pa Be of bee goo tent proalgy pe 
wire hoops, and hickory 


For the ang 
barrel stock was w p dagen 
neapolis shops as follows: staves, 2 
cars; heading, 1; wire hoops, 1; hickory 
hoops, 1; pote hoops, 3; total cure, B 


The sales and make of flour barrels by 
three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 

¢ Sales. . Make 

1917 1916 1915 1914 1917 
April 14.*24,455 16,940 8,900 22,910 23,590 
April 7. 20,255 16,585 8,345 20,305 16,315 
Mar. 31. 24,175 1,345 17,535 19,100 10,716 
Mar, 24. 6,605 16,180 8,525 30,285 9,225 
Mar. 17. 9,270 12,946 11,860 23,490 16,315 
Mar. 10. 25,960 20,260 12,240 25,075 19,920 

*These figures include 1,695 haif-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M....... si 00@10.50 





Gum staves, M ......cseeeeeees 9.256@ oe 
Basswood heading, set ......... 8 @8%c 
Birch heading, 17%- -inch, set... 7%@ 8c 


Patent hoops, 6 ft., M.......... 11.00@11.60 
Patent hoops, 6% tt., M......++ 10.60@10.75 
Birch staves, M ......seeeeeees 
Beech staves, M .......ceeeeees 
Hickory hoops, M ......++sss0- 
Head linings, carlioad, M ...... -80@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... .40@ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 

No. r—Barrels— No. 1917 
shops sold made shops sold 
April 14... 2 505 645 4 3,640 


April 7... 3 2,440 2,455 5 3,660 
March 81.. 4 6,770 4,955 5 5,940 
March 24.. 4 1,730 1,185 5 5,220 
March 17.. 5 3,745 4,280 6 3,780 
March 10.. 4 1,530 1,820 5 6,700 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault and Red Wing. 


Flaxseed and Products 

Minneapolis linseed mills have advanced 
linseed oil meal $3 ton in the last week. 
This product is firm at $45 ton, car lots, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. 

Oil meal at present prices is one of the 
cheapest feedingstuffs on the market, every- 
thing considered, and demand, naturally, is 
very brisk. Western linseed crushers are of 
the opinion that if other feedingstuffs hold 
anywhere near their present levels, domestic 
demand this spring and summer will be in 
excess of the production of oil meal. Sales 
of meal have recently been made by Minne- 
apolis mills to points in Wyoming and Mon- 
tana, as far south as Oklahoma, and also to 
New England states. Not for years has there 
been as good demand for oil meal as at pres- 
ent, and higher prices are anticipated, 

Temporarily, it is impossible to sell linseed 
oil cake for export. Some of the large Min- 
neapolis milis have not sold any for several 
weeks. Ocean freight rates are prohibitive, 
even to United Kingdom ports. 

Raw linseed oil has advanced sharply, and 
is now quoted at $1.13@1.14 gallon in car 
lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The outlook for the flax crop in the North- 
west this year is encouraging. No seeding 
of flax, of course, will be done until after 
wheat and most coarse grain have been 
seeded. Warly indications are, however, that 
an increased area will be seeded to flax. 

* * 

Daily closing prices per bushel of No, 1 

flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 


-—Mpls—, ———Duluth——_,, 
Track Toarr. Track May July 





April 10...$3.05% 3.05% 3.07% 3.07% 3.07% 
April 11... 3.05 3.04% 3.07% 3.06% 3.07% 
Aprile12... 3.09% 3.09% 3.12% 3.11% 3.11% 
April 13... 3.14% 3.14 3.16 3.15 3.16 

April 14... 3.22% 3.22% 3.24 3.23 3.23% 
April 16... 3.26 3.25 3.27 3.256% 3.25% 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

-—Receipts——, ——In store——, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
Minneapolis 86 150 31 374 123 72 
Duluth..... 59 13 62 1,964 1,746 1,019 


Totals.... 146 163 83 2,338 1,869 1,091 


Receipts and‘shipments of flaxseed at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to April 
14, 1917, were, in Psion (000’s omitted): 

c—Receipts—, -Shipments— 
1916-17 ibis 16 1916-17 1915-16 
Minneapolis ... 7,085 5,619 331 761 
Duluth ........ 7,125 4,753 6,208 3,851 


_ 














Totals ,......14,210 10,372 6,539 4,612 
Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 


April 16.—For the week, corn was in ex- 
cellent demand and prices were much higher. 
Offerings have been light, and were snapped 
up daily. No. 3 yellow closed today at 
$1.44% @1.45% bu; other grades, $1.38 @1.45. 

Oats were very active and strong. Feeders 
were good buyers, and some big sales for 
export were reported during the week. Clos- 
ing prices today: No. 8 white, 68% @69%c 
bu; No. 4 white, 68@69c. 

Rye was in keen demand. The light offer- 
ings were snapped up daily by millers and 
shippers. Prices are higher, No. 2. closing 
today at the record level of $1.93@1.94 bu, 

Barley was in good demand and higher. 
Offerings were limited, and not equal to the 
or pega Closing range today, $1.15@ 
1. u. 





Closing Wheat Prices 
Closing prices of May, July, September and 
cash wheat at polnts named,’ on cach day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 
MAY WHEAT > 
Tues Wed Thurs ~ Sat Mon 
10 11 12 14 +16 
Mpls. .....206% 206% ae 214% gist <a 
Duluth ...206 205% 2 14% 2 
Chicago ..207 208% Hr saat +f 355% 
St. ~ Boge -217% 218% 229 233 240 
ity.209 210 224% 233 
Wiesipes 208% 207 211% 215 218 
JULY WHEAT 
Mpls. .....201 200% 206 208% 212% 219% 
Duluth ...201% 200% 206% 208% 212% 219% 
Chicago ..182% 180% 189 189 191% 199% 
St. Louis. .179% 177% 186% 188 189% 197 
Kans, City.180% 178% 187% 188 190 197% 
Winnipeg 204% 201% 208 210 212% 221% 
SEPTEMBER WHEAT 
Mpls. .....169% 167% 172% 178 174 175 
Chicago ..168% 166% 170% 170% 171% 175% 
Kans. City.166% 163% 168% 168% 169% 173% 
Winnip’gt 171% 168% 178% 173% 174 178% 
CASH WHEAT 
Mpis.*t ...217% 217% 224 230% 237% 247% 
Duluth*t .212 211% 218 220% 224 233 
Chicago*t 217% 220% 226% 236% 240% ..... 


228% 


St. Louist— 
2 hard ..231% 227 239% 252 260 262% 
2 red ...238 24 40% 245 257% 263% 270% 
Kans. Cityt— 
2 hard ..226 228 2389 ..... 257 270 
2 red ...221 226% 285 245 265 265% 
Milw’kee*t. 219 220 224 233 237 242% 
Winnip’g* 208% 218% 217 220 229% 


*No. 1 northern. tAverage of closing prices. 
tOctober, 





United States Visible Grain Supply 


Visible supply.of grain in the United States 
in bushels (000’s omitted): 
oa April 14 —————7 


Wheat Corn Oats Rye Briy 

Baltimore .. 1,603 721 187 478 416 
Boston ..... 27 65 83 11 eee 
Buffalo ..... 612 176 203 =i. 9 
Chicago .... 1,715 2,736 14,815 160 343 
Afloat .... 377 1,289 2,716 ... ote 
Detroit ..... 348 123 187 $0 4s. 
Duluth -..... 6,168 1 1,248 441 1,013 
Galveston ... 1,250 15 ae >. dee eve 


Indianapolis. 179 772 388 D> wee 
Kansas City. 3,712 802 1,271 SO. ses 
Milwaukee... 672 280 683 38 25 
Afloat .... ose 457 es ee 
Minneapolis... 9,550 271 6,499 287 8652 
New Orleans, 1,902 287 909 ... 446 
Newp. News. 4 1 176 
New York... 2,289 1,133 394 
Omaha . 344 
Peoria ...... 8 79 656... ose 
Philadelphia: 1,653 256 162 16 Cis se 
St. Louis.... 862 224 227 9 13 
Toledo ...... 978 208 303 | a 


Totals..... 34,253 10,560 31,417 1,838 4,341 
Apr. 17, 1917 37,474 11,276 32,938 1,626 4,542 
Apr. 15, 1916 53,558 25,815 15,183 1,906 2,504 
Apr. 17, 1915 33,850 26,099 25,704 662 2,972 
Apr. 18, 1914 49,224 15,514 16,135 1,287 3,036 

Changes for the week: Decreases—Wheat, 
3,221,000 bus; corn, 716,000; oats, 1,521,000; 
barley, 201,000. Increase—Rye, 207,000 bus. 

















Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 


The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
April 13, in bushels (000’s omitted): 






Elevator— Wheat Oats Barley Flax 
©. PB, Be ccccvesvcs 4,746 2,067 247 
Empire .......... 919 309 37 234 
Consolidated . 1,084 220 76 169 
Ogilvie .... 1,095 192 39 ese 
Western .......... 1,002 194 33 551 
G. G, G. Co. ...... 1,294 607 98 eee 
Fort William ..... 883 445 26 61 
Bastern ......... - 1,101 611 46 ins * 
SS SS Saye 8,257 2,193 141 84 


Can. Northern . 4,688 2,501 417 162 
Horn &Co........ 811 115 29 152 








Government ...... 1,994 544 81 149 
Thunder Bay ..... 740 242 49 63 

+ nes 23,109 10,140 1,318 1,624 
Year ago ......... 27,567 9,560 1,946 1,002 
Receipts ......... 685 476 34 39 
Shipments ....... 545 500 11 44 
Storage afloat .... 89 101 eee eee 

STOCKS BY GRADE (000’s omitted) 

Wheat— Bus Oats— Bus 

No. 1 hard ..... 16° No. 1C. W...... 426 


No. 1 northern..2,069 No. 2 C. W......2,671 
No. .2 northern..3,918 No. 3 C. W...... 871 








No. 4 northern..4,002 Ex. 1 feed .....1,480 
WG. Os ve wsscces 3,342 Others .........5,203 
Ochre seacvcecoRtee 
Total .......10,140 
Total .......28,109 





Wheat Crop—Important States 


The crop of wheat grown in important 
states for nine years is shown below in mil- 
lions of bushels, as per government estimate: 
"16 "15 "14 "13 °12 °11 °10 °09 "08 
Pennsylv’nia 26 25 24 22 22 17 23 22 29 
Ohio ....... 20 40 837 85 10 86 34 81 33 
Indiana .... 19 46 43 40 10 34 36 34 45 
lilinols ..... 16 63 46 42 10 42 87 388 30 
Michigan ... 14 20 17 18 7 18 17 16 16 
Minnesota .. 28 71 43 68 67 44 64 94 69 
Towa ....... 10 19 15 16 18 11 11 8 10 
Missouri ...17 34 43 40 24 36 26 30 22 
N. Dakota.. 39152 82 79144 73 89 91 68 
8S. Dakota... 25 64 82 84 52 15 -47 47 38 
Nebraska .. 69 71 68 62 6565 42 39 48 44 
Kansas ..... 98107177 87 92 61 68 78 74 
Oklahoma .. 80 39 48 18 20 98 26 14 16 
Idaho ...... 15 19 14 14 16 16 11 10 11 
Washington. 38 51 42 63 54 61 36 41 27 
Oregon ..... 20 20 17 16 21 17 16 12 16 
California... 6 7 7 4 6 9 10 
Montana ... 29 42 18 21 19 28 «68 
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is offered here. No. 2 hard Mon- 
dich Minnanpeiis 15 pare ae 

a an ‘e@ 
of 8@9c bu for the Soak: ace 


Minneapolis millers have wheat in local 
elevators, but are unable to get it deliv- 
ered to their mills, on account of the short- 


into the market and buy cash wheat | 


prevailing high premiums. 
Receivers are asking oe over May for 
52-1b Canadian wheat. however, are 


fengge pene As break the premiums. No 
No. 1 northern is arriving. Light-weight 
Canadian wheat is bein, tae more freely 
than for some time, and accumulations are 
gradually being cleaned up. 

According to Minneapolis interests, the 
—o of the Canadian government in tak- 

the — off wheat will have little 
of ect on ¢ rices here. With an urgent 
demand for the wheat available, it is 
believed that Canadian premiums will ad- 
vance sufficiently to b the 10¢ bu 
duty that was formerly paid. 
TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 
wines employees of the New York Central 
rig sand lis, St. Paul, Duluth 
and‘ Winnipeg their annual dinner at 
the Traffic Club, Minneapolis, April 13. 
Forty-five were present, including 10 ofii- 
cials from Chicago and elsewhere. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the Atlantic 
seaboard, through rates on flour from 
Minneapolis were today (April 16) quoted, 
in cents per 100 Ibs, for oy t shipment 
Seeley P To Aberdeen, 164; Bristol, 131; 

140; Dundee, 164; Glasgow, 149; 
Hull, 149; Leith, 164; th, 166, Livepook 132; Lon- 
don, 132; St. John’s, N. F., 105.8. 

A great many transportation officials 
were in Minneapolis last week to attend 
~ S annual dinner of the Minneapolis 

Traffic Club, Among those present were: 

H. G. Holden and E. R. Newman, assist- 
ant ——— freight ts of the Wabash 
road at St. Louis and Chi 3 J. F. Vos- 
burgh, assistant general freight agent, 
Chicago & Alton, Ch ; E. B. Webb, 
Chicago: western agent cohen Maryland, 
hicagos L. H. Accard, commercial eget 
Rapids & Indiana, Chicago; H. J. 
ansen, commercial agent Atlanta, Bir- 
aaeante & Atlantic, Chicago; George 
Krause, Jr., assistant general freight 


agent at bare gpa and H. J. Burgee, 
division frei it at Chicago, for the 
Big Four; pp, western superin- 


tendent Star Union, Line, Chicago; rge 
Hill, a — Pan Handle, Chicago; J. L. 
Clark, division freight agent, P. G. Find- 
lay, assistant manager, 7 W. C. Van 

en, wees agent, New York Cen- 


tral, ar aaeee Sate M. Weaver, division 
He gp Michigan Central, Chicago; 

division freight agent, 
Lake Brie. & estern, Peoria, Ill., and A. 


T. Stewart, general freight agent Missouri 
Pacific at St. Louis. o 


Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, April 16.—(Special Telegram )— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from «!! 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks ending 
on following dates, were: Apr. 15 Apr. 17 
yp gaguneabigs Apr. 14Apr.7 1916 1915 
- 15,000 2,000 62,127 
- 24,000 9,000 24,062 
19,000 ..... 383,986 14.342 
ecces 80,000 2.60% wad 
BRMEE.. aevcncscee Sc0se- cdeose 714~«C«#...- 
BBPERtOL nc cccece cocee 1,006 1,929 ....- 








Cardiff ..... eee, wecem BOON beens eens 
Manchester .... 5,000 1,000 ..... «---- 
TONER bs vine cane: snopes stop 8,000 
France ........ 30,000 56,451 
Amsterdam .... ...:. 12,571 
Rotterdam .... «..+. 36,443 
Bergen ....... See ee 
Copenhagen . 


mes ware Sweden 





Cen. America .. 

Other 8 A. .... ..0.s 

Others ........ 
Totals .......128,000 














Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
r—Mple—, —Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1917 1916 1917 1916 on 1916 
April 11... 346 276 13 8 146 187 
April 12... 279 214 19 20 «178 311 
3 250 241 10 22 «#4350 «(524 





+. 227 221 12 11 273 $81 
April 16... 520 426 26 12 246 «435 
April 17... 219 231 28 32 600 715 


Totals.: 4,840 1,609 107 105 1,793 2,556 
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It would be an exaggeration to say 
that there is a gs in flour, = yo 
is great stringency in every gr - 
dled on this market, Still, we are getting 
enough bread to eat, which is something 
to be thankful for in these times. 

Imported flour is so scare on spot that 
constantly it grows dearer. While spot 
goods advance from week to week, one 
hears of pareels either afloat or for 
prompt shipment changing hands, till we 
wonder whether flour arrivals will ever 
get into this market at all. 

"London mills have their work cut out 
to supply their customers, and are taking 
no fresh business. They have enou 
wheat to keep on with, but have evidently 
been warned to husband their supplies. 
Country flour is in small supply, and 
dearer on the week. English wheat is ad- 
vancing sharply, and quoted above im- 
ported varieties, 

Mills of this country, from April 2, will 
have to offer all flour ex-mill, plus exact 
cost of delivery, such charges being pro- 
portioned to distance covered. Competi- 
tion between mills the land over will be 
sharply curbed, to avoid unnecessary de- 
mands on rail se: 

The authorities are not discouraging 
flour imports from any direction, but 
freight is the lion in the path, and war 
risk now adds about 6d per sack to the 
cost of bringing flour over the Atlantic. 
As mentioned in’ recent correspondence, 
the importer is not bound to buy 81 per 
cent flour, to which pereentage all’ our 
mills are now held, but: whatever he 
brings in must be brought down to the 
81 per cent seale. 

From and after March 26 bakers ma 
use only 81 per cent flour in their bread, 
plus any of the admixtures millers are 
allowed to use, some of which might im- 
prove the color. As a matter of fact, there 
has been a brisk sale for any white flour 
available since Jan. 1, licenses having been 
granted by the Food Control for this 
purpose. 

Today any all-white Minnesota pat- 
ents are worth 67s ex-store, and 76 per 
cent would make 66s, Minneosta fancy 
clears are greedily snapped up at 63s 6d 
@64s 6d, while first clears are worth 63s, 
all ex-store, 

Kansas good marks are cheap at 64s 6d 
@65s 6d ex-store, and a little Nebraska 
recently brought 64s 6d ex-store. 

Manitoba exports have been advancing 
for a fortnight, and today all-whites are 
worth 66s ex-store, while 76 per cent has 
made 65s 64@66s in the same position 
during the past few days. 

There is very little soft wheat flour on 
spot, Australians when available making 
65@66s ex-store; resellers are —- a 
few parcels afloat at 60s@60s 6d c.i.f., 
plus war risk. A little Japanese flour is 
being retailed at 68s ex-store. 

Low-grade flour seems as difficult to 
get on spot as any other, 54s ex-store be- 
ing quoted for stuff not fit for much else 
than dog biseuits, Little or no red dog is 
available on spot, but a few ls are 
expected. The drop in London-made 
offals is cutting inte this article. 

With above prices may be compared 
the London-made 81 per cent flour, quoted 
today at 61s, delivered, less 6d for ready 





money; country flour is not offered under 
61@62s, ex-rail in London. 


OATMEAL 


Oatmeal is ever rising, and today Aber- 
deen is held at £35@£35 10s per ton, 
while Midlothian is at £37@38. American 
coarse, medium and fine varieties are 
scarce on spot, and strong at £35 per ton 
in each case. 

MILLFEED 

Millfeed is still drooping, bran not be- 
ing worth more today than £12 5s@£12 
%s 6d per ton, while coarse middlings are 
held at about £12 1lis@£13. 


THE MONEY SITUATION 


The market has been amply supplied 
with money this week, and the payment 
of something like £30,000,000 to the Bank 
of En d, representing the proceeds of 
the due on the war oun, was effected 
without any inconvenience. This is due 
to the ability with which the situation has 
been handled by the Bank of England. 
Loans can be obtained at 314@4 per 
cent over the night, and at 4144@4¥, for 
a week, but demand is quiet. 

Early in the week the discount market 
was firmer, and there were more bills 
offering, but the improvement passed, and 
things again are as they were. The dearth 
of mercantile bills is a matter of general 
complaint, and it is difficult to maintain 
discount rates. Treasury bills continue 
in demand, but very few are obtainable. 
Three months’ bank bills are offered at 
41, @4 9-16 per cent, four and six months’ 
bills at 45%, and trade bills at 5@51. 
The bank rate remains at 51% per cent. 

Silver, which is inactive and lower in 
price, is quoted at 35 15-16d per ounce. 


BRITISH MILLERS MEET 


The meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of British and Irish Millers was held 
at the Cannon Street Hotel, London, last 
week. A large number of millers were 
present. Oswald Robinson, president of 
the association, presided, supported by 
the vice-president, A. E. Humphries. The 
first business dealt with was the election 
of a president. Mr. Robinson stated 
that, owing to his having been elected a 
member of the Wheat Commission it had 
been impossible for him to discharge the 
duties of president, but Mr. Humphries 
had carried on the work in a satisfactory 
way, and he therefore took great pleasure 
in asking the millers to unanimously and 
by acclamation elect Mr. Humphries as 
president for the coming year. 

W. E. Nicholls, managing director of 
Spillers & Bakers, Ltd., seconded the mo- 
tion, and further eulogized the work that 
had been done by Mr. Humphries during 
the past year. He was then elected presi- 
dent by general acclamation. 

After Mr. Humphries had returned 
thanks for the honor conferred on him, the 
chairman called for the report of the 
Flour Distribution committee. He said 
that, as Mr. Humphries had had much 
more to do with the details than he him- 
self, he would ask him to deal with the 
matter. Mr. Humphries explained the 


scheme of the committee, which had been 
drawn with the approval of the Royal 
Commission on Wheat Supplies and the 
Ministry of Food. 


The object of the new system of flour 
distribution is to eliminate as far as 
sible the overlapping of railway freight 
so as to relieve the railways. If the plan 
works satisfactorily, the distribution of 
flour in various centers will be attended 
to by mills located in such centers. 

Mr. Humphries stated that the amount 
of flour delivered by millers in England 
and Wales between Dec. 31, 1915, and 
Nov. 30, 1916, ily amounted to 29,- 
500,000 280-Ib. Of this 1,600,000 
sacks were made from homegrown wheat, 





the balance either of foreign wheat or 
mixtures of foreign and home > 

Referring to the milling capacity of the 
United Kingdom, Mr. Humphries called 
attention to the fact that, according to the 
figures of Sidney Leetham, the well- 
known miller, the milling capacity of the 
United Kingdom is now actually 28.9 per 
cent in excess of the requirements of the 
population, based on the supposition that 
all mills worked full capacity. He stated 
that the imports of foreign flour are now 
estimated at not more than 10 per cent of 
our requirements, _ 

He also dealt at length with the ques- 
tion of flour distribution and, with the 
aid of maps specially prepared by the 
association for the use of its members, he 
explained how it was intended to put this 
scheme into effect. 

A number of other well-known millers 
spoke on the subject, after which the dis- 
cussion closed. 

J. H. Vernon, of William & Sons, 
Liverpool, stated that the Liverpool Mill- 
ers’ Association was desirous of bringing 
about uniformity of weights in the sale 
of offals and flour. He suggested that 
112 lbs (the English hundredweight) 
should be the standard weight for offals, 
and 140 Ibs for flour. He said that he 
knew instances where three classes of 
weights were current in a small area, and 
explained how such a system complicated 
business and necessitated increased labor 
in bookkeeping, etc. 

After discussion, Herbert Brown, of 
London, said that, although he was in full 
sympathy with Mr. Vernon, he was of the 
opinion that after the war the metric sys- 
tem, with its simplicity of 100 Ibs or mul- 
tiples of that number, would come into 
effect, and he therefore thought Mr. Ver- 
non’s proposal was premature. Finally, 
Mr. Vernon moved two resolutions, one 
that the uniform weight of offals through- 
out the United Kingdom should be 112 
Ibs, or any multiple thereof, and that of 
flour 140 Ibs. Both were defeated. 

W. A. Vernon, of William Vernon & 
Sons, London, announced that, in view of 
the reorganization of the association on 
larger and broader lines, new offices had 
been secured in Trinity Square, and that 
although the rental was more than that 
being paid at present, he felt sure the 
money would not be begrudged, as it was 
intended to largely increase the work of 
the association. 

The proceedings were then brought to 


_& close. 


BEARISH ON WHEAT 


H. N. Bathgate & Co., of Bristol and 
London, who issue a weekly market re- 
port, make the following statement as to 
the wheat situation: 

“Without entering too closely into the 
Statistical position of wheat, we have no 
hesitation in saying that the present high 
prices now ruling in America are not war- 
ranted by facts. There is still a large 
— of wheat to be shipped from the 
United States and Canada, and in our 
opinion there is very little doubt that to- 
gether they could spare at least 8,000,000 
or 10,000,000 qrs more during the remain- 
der of the season. 

“Of course, it is very natural for Amer- 
ican merchants to try to make the most of 
the position to obtain high prices; but we 
could refer to other years in which their 
domestic supplies were far smaller than 
they are today, while wheat was selling at 
about half its current price, and the pro- 
portion then being exported from North- 
America was no greater in relation to 
total requirements of importing countries 
than it is today. 

“Therefore, it may be said — that 
the greater part of the inflated values is 
due to sentiment, and not to the working 
of economic laws. If it were thought per- 





missible, this could be easily demonstrated 
in a tabular statement. 

“We have to remember that the cutting 
of new wheat will begin in Texas and 
other southern states by the middle of 


May. . . . The present promise is for a 
good winter wheat crop, and as current 
high prices ‘will result in an increased 
acreage for spring wheat in the United 
States, there is some hope that supplies 
from that quarter will be very liberal next 
season. Of course, as every one knows, 
the United States cereal year ends on 
June 30, so the new crop ought to begin to 
move freely in little more than three 
months from now.” - 


DEMAND FOR MACARONI 


Owing to Italy and France having pro- 
hibited the export of macaroni, the sup- 
plies of that commodity, and also of spa- 
ghetti, are almost exhausted in England. 
Recently a cable was sent to St. Louis 
asking for a quotation on macaroni and 
spaghetti, and in due course an offer was 
received. The price of the goods f.o.b. 
St. Louis was reasonable enough, but the 
enormous freight and insurance charges 
made business quite prohibitive. 

American macaroni is not well known 
in the United Kingdom and owing to the 
fact that distributors have always been in ~* 
the habit of handling Italian or French 
goods, they seem to have the impression 
that American macaroni could not take 
the place of the European article. 

They are, however, quite mistaken, as 
there is no doubt that some of the Ameri- 
can factories turn out just as desirable’ 
macaroni as can be found anywhere, to 
say nothing of the fact that in all proba- 
bility the bulk of American made maca- 
roni is manufactured in more hygienic 
surroundings than the goods made in 
Italy or France. s 

A. B. Spence, of Fennell, Spence & 
Co., Liverpool, was in London during the 
week. He said that recently he had been 
able to make some purchases, but is un- 
able to receive further offers, as freights 
on flour to Liverpool were unobtainable. 





LIVERPOOL, MARCH 20 


The foreign flour market remains al- 
most completely dormant. Very little im- 
ported flour is now available for sale. 
Everything is mainly in the hands of con- 
sumers, and stuff on passage being mostly 
sold to arrive, there is next to nothing 
offering on resale in any position. Hold- 
ers of the few parcels unsold are asking 
67@70s per 280 Ibs for American grades, 
and even Australian flours are held at 
67s. Export grades are also held above 
buyers’ views. Home-milled straights are 
unchanged at 60@6ls, and are in very 
good request at these figures. 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers are not yet in a po- 
sition to offer for shipment; prices are un- 
quotable, and new business is entirely in 
abeyance. Australian 78 per cent flours 
are not obtainable on an import level, and 
on passage parcels are firmly held for full 
prices. 

Low-grade flours on spot or to arrive 
have advanced Is@1s 6d per 280 lbs, to 
54s for second bakers and 46s 6d for réd 
dog, which restricts business. Offers for 
shipment are not workable. 


FROM THE TRADE 


Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
is firm and in good demand. A parcel of 
76 per cent Minneapolis sold at 65s ex- 
quay. Some Australian flour which ar- 
rived this week sold at 67s 6d ex-quay. 
We hear of no first-hand c.i.f. offers, ow- 
ing to the difficulty of securing freights. 
Low-grade flour is in good demand. Min- 
neapolis second clears are being sold by 
resellers at 53s 6d@54s, ex-quay, Liver- 
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gow. There is a better inquiry for red 
log at 1s 6d@2s 6d advance. 

5, sontiat cakes firm, with no first-hand 
offers, resellers asking 5s advance. 


SCOTTISH MARKETS, MARCH 19 

Business on the Glasgow and western 
grain markets — the week was mod- 
erately active, but it would have been 
more so had supplies of cereals been equal 
to requirements. 

Quotations for government grade flour 
remain at 62s@62s 6d per 280 lbs, and a 
liberal trade is passing between millers 
and bakers, who are turning out in- 
creased quantities of bread to meet the 
greater consumption following on the 
scarcity of potatoes. 

Quotations for spring and winter pat- 
ents from your side have been withdrawn. 
Importers are still doing absolutely noth- 
ing, American and Canadian millers not 
feeling at liberty yet to reopen trading 
with the Clyde. An offer to discharge a 
cargo of Manitoba flour at Bristol came 
to hand a day or two ago, but the condi- 
tions were unsuitable. 

Fears are entertained in expert circles 
as to a probable shortage of flour ~ 
plies ere the season is much older, in the 
Glasgow area at least, if not in Scotland 
generally, as a consequence of the govern- 
ment regulations for the “better” distri- 
bution of flour, which in brief aims at 
each locality in the country depending on 
its own resources for supplies. 

This might have worked out all right if 

’ Glasgow and Edinburgh had had in hand 
their ordinary stocks of American and 
Canadian. wheat and flour, but the dilu- 
tion-of-wheat policy of the government 
paralyzed the over-sea trade and there are 
no important stocks here. 

Glasgow at present is drawing a large 

roportion of its flour from Liverpool, 
But if that and other milling centers in the 
south are to be prohibited from sending 
flour north, then Scotland will be face to 
face with a serious problem. The real 
way out of the difficulty is the resumption 
of trade in American and Canadian flours. 


RISE IN OATMEAL 


The phenomenal advance which has 
taken place in oatmeal is attracting great 
interest here and elsewhere. The move- 
ment is mainly due to purchases by the 
military authorities on a market bare of 
supplies, owing to the backward state of 
threshing on the farms, where all hands 
are concerned with preparations for the 
new season. Not long ago oatmeal was 
selling at 76s per sack; it is now 88s, said 
to be the highest price ever attained. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 


Business on the Edinburgh and Leith 
markets has been quiet, but prices have 
been firm. The official Edinburgh figure 
for straight-run government flour is now 
63s per 280 lbs, and the official Leith quo- 
tation for best Midlothian oatmeal is 88s 
per sack of 280 lbs. 


NOTES 


The use of the 12 hours’ old bread is 
now general in the Kingdom. It is calcu- 
lated that the saving in consumption will 
amount to 10 per cent, or about 6,000,000 
280-lb sacks. 

Rumor has it that millers are experienc- 
ing great difficulty in getting 81 per cent 
of the wheat berry into the flour, and 
doubts are stated-as to the practicability 
of successfully coping with the official re- 
quirements in that respect. 


IRISH MARKETS, MARCH 19 


Not only have millers put up their flour 
prices, but importers are asking 6@9d per 
sack advance for anything they have to 
sell. The week has been gloomy, as it 
was impossible to buy anything from 
abroad. The only bright outlook was the 
willingness of consumers to buy flour for 
_shipment, and pay a decent price for it if 
it could be got. Numerous cables to 
America and Canada brought the same 
reply: “Freight room impossible to obtain ; 
cannot quote.” 

Stocks of flour have never been as low 
in the hands of both importers and con- 
sumers as at present, and for the first time 
in the history of the present generation 
consumers are pressing importers to get 
them offers of flour, irrespective of price. 

Numerous inquiries have been made for 
Australian flours, and very decent offers 
were made for shipment, but freight room 
cannot possibly be obtained. If it were 
obtainable, consumers would buy largely 
at prices asked by the foreign miller. 





In Minneapolis flours there is nothing 
offering on spot, but some expected short- 
ly is being offered at 67s 6d, full landed 
terms Belfast or Dublin, subject to safe 
arrival, 

In Kansas flours there are some little 
lots offering on spot, but nothing under 
65s, full landed terms either port, would 
be accepted. The quantity for sale, how- 
ever, is hardly worth considering. For 
shipment the only cable received was one 
quoting 60s net, c.i.f. Belfast, subject to 
being able to find freight room on receipt 
of a firm reply. 

Some. lots of Manitoba flour due are 
quoted at 66s 6d ex-quay Belfast, and 67s 
6d Dublin, an advance of 6d on the week. 
A number of offers were made for ship- 
ment on this basis, but millers replied, 
“Freight room impossible to obtain,” and 
in one instance it was reported that room 
engaged had been commandeered .by the 
government, 

One little lot of American soft winters 
is offering on spot at 66s ex-quay Belfast. 
Australian spot flours have jumped up to 
the same price. 

Mill offals have been weaker. Bran of 
the finer grades is down 15s per ton on the 
week, and coarse pollards have been of- 
fered at a reduction of 10s per ton. Good 
broad bran is worth £14 5s ex-mill; small 
red is offering at £12 10s@£13, f.o.b. 
Liverpool, but is of poor quality. Coarse 
— are offered freely at £16, with 

uyers difficult to find. 

Linseed cakes are easier; stocks are not 
large, but recent arrivals of American are 


‘offering at £19, ex-quay Belfast or Dub- 


lin. Decorticated cotton meal is offering 
at £18 ex-quay Belfast or Dublin, and 
demand is good, with arrivals small. De- 
corticated cotton cakes are in very small 
compass, and are easily making £18 ex- 


quay. 


FEDERATION MEETING 


(Continued from page 168.) 
that the credits on demurrage should not 
be canceled at the end of each month, but 
be carried on to the next month. This mo- 
tion, after some debate, was carried. 





GRAIN STANDARDIZATION 


The report of the Committee on Grain 
Standardization and Inspection was fol- 
dowed by a rising vote of thanks to Mr. 
Lingham for his admirable work as chair- 
man of this committee. 

On motion of Mr. Olson, it was voted 
that the president should appoint a com- 
mittee to represent the Federation in con- 
sidering the federal standards for rye, the 
purpose being to render the rye flour mill- 
ers service of the same kind as that ren- 
dered to the wheat flour millers by Mr. 
Lingham’s committee with regard to the 
federal standards for wheat. 


CROP IMPROVEMENT 


The next question brought up for dis- 
cussion was that of crop improvement, and 
particularly of increasing the spring 
wheat crop this year. Mr. Lewis outlined 
what the state of Indiana was doing to 
increase its grain crops, and Mr. Plant 
described the meetings held in St. Louis 
by Secretary Houston. Mr. Plant and Mr. 
Husband, the president stated, had called 
on Secretary Houston, and in response to 
his request for further information, they 
had telegraphed H. S. Helm to ask if he 
had any specific plan to suggest. Mr. 
Helm’s answering telegram was read, as 
follows: 

“Following your suggestion, have con- 
sulted millers and officers of grain ex- 
change here. All fully alive to urgent 
need of big spring wheat acreage this year, 
and all anxious to co-operate with federal 
authorities in every way possible. Fortu- 


- nately, big wheat acreage already assured. 


Farmers were able to plow record acreage 
last fall, and are now in midst of seeding 
under perfect weather and soil conditions, 
with plenty of seed available. Present 
wheat prices are spurring farmers to extra 
wheat acreage as nothing else could do, 
and our press is giving wide and continu- 
ous publicity to the assured continuation 
of high prices. This whole section very 
much alive to situation, but owing to late- 
ness of season cannot pro) any plan 
that would accomplish much more than 
already done.” 

The resolution, as offered by Mr. Lewis, 
and as adopted, directed the secretary of 
the Federation to acquaint the governors 
of the various wheat-raising states with 
the work done in Indiana, and to request 
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that similar work be taken up in each 
state. 
NEW DIRECTORS 


After various committee reports had 
been presented and accepted, the nomi- 
nating committee presented the following 
names of new directors, to fill the places 
left vacant by the expiration of the terms 
of 10 of the former Gijecines The follow- 
ing were nominated (those marked with a 
star were nominated for re-election): 
Henry M. Allen*, William G. Crocker*, 
Guy W. Everett*, David E. Stott, W. L. 
Harvey*, E. M. Kelly*, A. C. Loring*, 
B. W. Marr*, Thomas M. Moore* and 
George Urban, Jr.* These 10 directors 
were immediately elected to office. 

It was voted that the by-laws providing 
for the nomination of the president should 
be altered in accordance with the recom- 
mendations made in the secretary’s report. 


INSURANCE TO SPANISH AMERICA 


On motion by Mr. Sterling, it was voted 
that millers doing business with Spanish- 
American countries, including Cuba and 
Porto Rico, should charge the cost of war- 
risk insurance to the buyer’s account as a 
separate item, and not include this cost, 
theoretically or actually, in the quoted or 
invoiced price of the flour sold. 


CAR SERVICE RULES 


The following motion, introduced by 
Mr. Mennel, was passed: 

“Whereas, The present car service rules 
have not only failed to improve conditions, 
but have seriously interfered with the 
through movement of the commerce of the 
country, and particularly with that of 
grain and grain products; and further, as 
it is the view of the Federation that these 
rules have been given a sufficient trial to 
demonstrate their impracticability, the 
Federation therefore recommends that the 
attempt to enforce these rules be imme- 
diately abandoned, and that the Interstate 
Commerce Commission arrange as prompt- 
ly as possible a joint conference of the 
representatives of the American Railway 
Association and the shipping interests for 
the purpose of arriving at some satisfac- 
tory and workable plan for the inter- 
change of freightcar equipment.” 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT 


The most important new business to 
come before the meeting concerned the 
possibility of adopting a standard “war 
flour,” as recently suggested by one of the 
officials of the Department of Agriculture. 
Mr. Stern, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Andrews 
discussed at some length the difficulty of 
making flour based merely on percentage 
of extraction, and Mr. Stern gave specific 
figures showing how greatly the quality 
and weight of the wheat used would affect 
the application of any such standard. 

It was finally decided that the chair 
should appoint a committee to draw up a 
resolution, to be submitted to the govern- 
ment, outlining the position of the millers 
in this matter. The members chosen for 
this committee were Messrs. Mennel, 
Sterling, Breaux, Stern and Lewis. 

The resolution drawn up by this com- 
mittee is published on the editorial page 
of this issue of The Northwestern Miller. 


‘VIOLATION OF OCEAN CONTRACTS 


The following motion, presented by Mr. 
Breaux, was adopted: 

“Resolved, That this meeting of the 
Millers’ National Federation formally en- 
ter its protest against the present pro- 
posed violation of ocean contracts pre- 
viously made by and with steamship lines 
doing business from this country to Cen- 
tral and South America and to the West 
Indies, and that all such contracts now 
affected be reviewed by counsel for the 
purpose of enforcing their completion by 
contracting carriers.” 


GOVERNMENT FLOUR SPECIFICATIONS 


On motion by Mr. Stern, it was voted 
that, in view of the fact that prevailing 
conditions probably indicate a much 
greater consumption of flour by the gov- 
ernment in the War and Navy depart- 
ments, the secretary should send a circular 
to all the millers, asking them to make 
suggestions toward the improvement of 
the specifications and contracts for gov- 
ernment requirements. 


NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Following the adjournment of the main 


meeting, the board of directors met for 
organization and election of officers. The 
following were elected for the ensuing 
year: vice-presidents, E. M. Kelly and A. 











Li. Goetzmann ; treasurer, Frank B. Rice; 
ae ag = A. P. Husband; export agen. 
F, H. Price; Federation counsel, Fran 
F. Reed and Edward S. Rogers. 

The directors instructed Secretary Hus- 
band to secure larger offices, 

: THOSE PRESENT 

Indiana: George H. Lewis, Lawrence. 
burg; Cloyd Loughry, Monticello; T. s. 
Blish, Seymour; Carl W. Sims, Frank- 
fort; Edgar H. Evans, Indianapolis. 

Illinois: David H. Wiegmann, O'Fallon: 
J. L. Grigg, Sparta; W. E. Meek, Marissa; 
Richard Pride, Chicago; George S. Mil- 
nor, Alton; Charles M. Yager, Chicago; 
C. H. Challen, Chicago; J. T. Caldwell, 
Chicago; M. A. Reynolds, Chicago; Josep), 
Adderly, Chicago; G. W. Smith, Chicagy; 
John I. Logan, Chicago. 

Missouri: E. C. Andrews, St. Louis; }’. 
E. Eichler, St. Louis; Louis A. Valier, Si. 
Louis; Robert R.. Clark, St. Joseph; \y. 
B. Burns, St. Louis; H. C. Davison, Kan,- 
sas City; A. E. Bernet, St. Louis; R. |. 
Sterling, Kansas City; C. M. Harden- 
bergh, Kansas City; Charles F. Roci. 
Kansas City; H. R. Williams, Kans.) 
City. 

Ohio: Frank H. Tanner, Columbu;: 
Henry M. Allen, Troy; Mark N. Mennc', 
Toledo; J. A. Wells, Kent; T. J. Hanley, 
Coshocton; L. W. Dewey, Blanchester. 

Minnesota: William G. Crocker, Minne- 
epolis B. B. Sheffield, Minneapolis; A. I, 

man, Duluth; George H. Ledbetter, 
Clarkfield; Harry Snyder, Minneapolis; 
Charles T. Olson, Winona. 

Michigan: William S. Rowe, Grand 
Rapids; S. E. Weage, Coldwater. 

Wisconsin: Walter Stern, Milwaukee; 
Charles R. Decker, Milwaukee. 

Kentucky: G. A. Breaux, Louisville; }3. 
M. Renick, Paris. 

Tennessee: J. B. McLemore, Nashville. 





Southeastern Bakers Meet 
JACKSONVILLE, Fxa., April 17.—(Special 
Telegram)—The third annual convention 
of the Southeastern Master Bakers’ Asso- 
ciation, embracing the states of Mississip- 


* pi, Louisiana, Florida, Alabama, Tennes- 


see, Georgia and the Carolinas, is now in 
session. It is the best convention ever held 
by this association, with a good attendance, 
and the mills well represented. 

One entire session of the convention will 
be devoted to a discussion intended to con- 
vince the bakers and the general public 
that the 10c loaf of bread is the most eco- 
nomical, The majority of bakers are of 
the opinion that flour prices will go higher, 
and predict $15 flour if war continues. 

Bakers are experiencing difficulties in 
getting flour through on time, on account 
of railroad conditions, and are compelled 
to buy large quantities from their local 
jobbers. Kansas flour is becoming an im- 
portant factor among southern bakers, and 
is quoted at $12.50@13; spring at $12.40 
@12.80, jutes, ape shipment. ‘The 
trade in general has requirements covered 
until July. 

Mobile, Ala., is mentioned as the next 
convention city. 

J. Harry Woonrivce. 





Major Stern on War Flour 
Major Walter Stern, of Bernhard Stern 
& Sons, has made a public statement that 
the substitution of whole wheat for white 


. bread during the war, as suggested by 


Carl Vrooman, Assistant Secretary of \¢- 
riculture, would not be practical in the 
United States. Major Stern said: “While 
a diet of whole-wheat bread might be all 
right for a few weeks’ time, I believe it 
would be harmful for a longer period. '! he 
whole-wheat product has not the food 
value that*the white bread contains, ani it 
is harder to digest. A steady diet of 
whole-wheat bread probably would cause 
much stomach troubie, and for this rea- 
son alone it would not be practical.” 


Drake -(N. D.) Milling & Grain Co: 
From reports received, rye acreage will 
show a big increase, but do not know as to 
wheat and other grains. Seeding has !e- 
gun, and will be general the latter part of 
this week. Condition of soil is good. 


R. H. Heath, Brown Valley, Minn: 
Seeding has just bégun, but rain has in- 
terrupted some. Soil in good condition. 
Think all land will be cultivated this yea’, 
and largely with whieat. 


Vivian & Anderson, Westhope, N. !): 
Soil in good condition. Seeding has just 
begun. Acreage will probably average 4 
little more than last year. 
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REPORTS OF FEDERATION 
OFFICERS — 


(Continued from page 166.) 
the millers of the United States. Fred J. 
Lingham, chairman of that committee, has 
labored incessantly for nearly three years 
in the interests of the industry. 
Your secretary knows better than any one 
else what sacrifices this has entailed upon 
Mr. Lingham, who has devoted weeks of 
his time to the work. What has been ac- 
complished will probably stand out as one 
of the great achievements of the Federa- 


tion, and the millers of the country owe to 
Mr. Lingham their very sincere thanks 
and appreciation. : 


FEEDINGSTUFFS LAWS 


The legislatures of nearly all the states 
have been in session during the winter, 
and in a number of states revisions of 
their feedingstuffs laws were proposed. 
These pro changes will be consid- 
ered in the report of the chairman of the 
Federation Committee on Uniform Feed- 
ingstu ffs Law. 

In company with W. G. Crocker, chair- 
man of Federation Committee, your secre- 
tary attended the annual meeting of the 
Association of Feed Control jals at 
Washington, in November. There is ap- 
parently a splendid spirit of co-operation 
existing between this association and 
manufacturers of feed, and in adopting 
definitions for feeds this is helpful to both 
interests. At the meeting last November 
the feed control officials took action tend- 
ing to a more general adoption of the uni- 
form feed laws by the states. We are 
pleased to note a growing tendency to- 
ward the adoption of this law, which sev- 
eral years ago received the indorsement of 
the Federation, 


REGISTRATION OF BRANDS 


Quite a stimulus was given to registra- 
tion of flour brands by the Tea Rose de- 
cision and the address — this subject 
by E. S. Rogers, of Federation counsel, 
at our last annual meeting. A number of 
mills had their brands registered in vari- 
ous states, while the number of brands 
offered for registration in the Patent 


’ Office was unusually large. Between fed- 


eral and state applications more than 400 
brands have been registered during the 


fiscal year. 
NATIONAL FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL 


At the annual meeting of the National 
Foreign Trade Council, at Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Jan. 25-27, the Federation was repre- 
sented by Mark N. Mennel, Toledo, Ohio; 
T. S. Blish, Seymour, Ind; and your sec- 
retary. While much time of the council 
was taken up with discussion of rt 
topics with which exporting. millers have 
long been familiar, the meeting was inter- 
esting and instructive. All fines of in- 
dustry were represented, and the interest 
displayed indicated an awakening on the 
part of American manufacturers to the 
necessity of seeking foreign markets for 
some of their products. 


CIiAMBER OF COMMERCE OF U. 8. A. 


Your secretary represented the Federa- 
tion at a special meeting of the National 
Counci! of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Washington, during November. At the 
regular meeting on Jan. 31-Feb. 1-2, the 
Federation was represented by B. J. 
Rothwell, Boston; T S. Blish, Seymour, 
Ind; F. H. Price, export agent, New York, 
and your secretary. At this meeting new 
business conditions brought about by the 
war were discussed, in addition to propo- 
sals looking to a revival of merchant 
marine, plans for industrial preparedness, 


ete. 


INCREASED COST OF PRODUCTION 


_ Millers should carefully consider the 
Increased cost of -production resulting 
from high price of grain, increased in- 
terest charges, eredit risk, etc. Some mill- 
ers have advocated an additional char, 

of 10c per bbl in figuring costs, to take 
care of unusual tebditions. : 


QUOTATIONS ON CASH WHEAT 

While some of the markets publish cash 
stain quotations, others, as a rule, confine 
Publication to option prices. When pre- 
mums are unusually great, this works to 
the disadvantage of the millers, as buyers 
figure on the basis of published 
tions. It is probable that a poh 
from the board, addressed to the Chicago 


Board of Trade and other exchanges, 
would result in the F eyponvenony of cash 


grain —— e suggest that the 
matter be discussed at this meeting. 
METHOD OF NOMINATING PRESIDENT 


The present method of nominating can- 
didates for president of the Federation 
has proven embarrassing, both to the nom- 
inating committee and the candidates se- 
lected. This might be obviated by a 
change in the Articles of Organization to 
provide for the naming, by the nominat- 
ing committee, of “one or more candi- 
dates”; at present the committee must 
nominate two candidates. 


MASS CONVENTION AND CAMP MEETING 


There has been a growing sentiment 
among members of the Federation that we 
should have a mass convention, with fea- 
tures partaking of the nature of an out- 
ing. Hollister, Mo., in the Ozarks, offered 
an opportunity for such a gathering, and 
upon submitting the matter by mail to 
members of the Board of Directors and 
Executive committee, there was expressed 
a@ unanimous opinion that our mass con- 
vention this year be held at Hollister, and 
it has been so decided. Preliminary ar- 


rangements have been made by a commit-- 


tee representing the Federation, which has 
made two trips to the site selected. The 
week beginning Monday, May 28, has been 
chosen for the meeting. 

The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church and the State Young Men’s 
Christian Association have placed at our 
disposal the facilities offered by their 
camps at Hollister. These “camps” are 
composed of a number of well-built cot- 
tages, with central dining-room and as- 
sembly pavilion at each camp. The cottages 
can be supplemented by tents, for the use 
of such guests as prefer that method of 
living during the convention. 

The camp of the Presbyterian Assem- 
bly is located on a hill, nearly 300 feet 
above and overlooking the White River, or 
Lake Taneycomo, as it is now called. There 
are now at the Presbyterian Assembly 
Camp 41 cottages, these having 172 rooms; 
others are in course of construction. Many 
of the cottages have open fireplaces, and 
all are well built and substantial; some 
are quite artistic, while all are comfort- 
able. 

The Y. M. C. A. Camp is located on a 
plateau on the bank of the river. In ad- 
dition to a large dining-room and assembly 
pavilion there are an administration build- 
ing and numerous cottages, while there is 
room for a large number of tents, should 
they be needed. 

Tentative arrangements are made for 
special trains from St. Louis and Kansas 
City on the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railway, leaving at night and 
arriving at Hollister the next morning, 
without change. Application has been 
made to the various passenger associations 
throughout the country for special rates 
of fare covering the time of the conven- 
tion; we have asked that tickets be sold 
May 25-29, and feeling that some of those 
who attend would like to prolong their 
stay, we have asked that expiration date 
be made June 10. 

Arrangements are now being made to 
serve those who attend, with the best food 
that the markets afford. The close prox- 
imity to Kansas City insures our receiving 
the best. It is proposed that those who 
attend will have ample opportunity to 
enjoy outdoor life; Ashing is excellent, 
and there are several interesting boat 
trips that will be arranged for the enjoy- 
ment of those attending. The plans of 
the committee provide that May 30 (Me- 
morial Day) will be given over entirely to 
outing trips, with no business scheduled. 

There will be sufficient business of in- 
terest to millers to make the meeting 
worth while; it is planned to avoid long 
addresses, and devote the business ses- 
sions, which will be brief, to the discussion 
of the numerous topics that are occupying 
the attention of millers at this time. ax 
bers who bring their wives and children 
can rest assured of comfortable quarters, 
good food, and ample opportunity to en- 
joy with them the many facilities avail- 
able for outdoor life. 

Subscriptions to a guaranty fund for 
the convention have been solicited by cir- 
cular letter; these subscriptions are asked 
on the usual basis of refunding, pro rata, 
such funds as are not needed for conven- 
tion purposes. As plans for the meeting 
are perfected, announcement will be made 
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by cireular letters from the Federation 
office, and through the milling papers. 
* #* 


Since our last os your secretary has 
attended local millers’ meetings in Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan and St. Louis. 

Increased interest in Federation affairs 
is pronounced, and our general. corre- 
spondence has ‘increased accordingly. 

roughout the year your Secretary 
had the active assistance and co-operation 
of all the other officers, directors and 
committee chairmen, and the milling pa- 
pers have devoted much space to Federa- 
tion activities. This assistance has been 
very much appreciated and your secretary 
takes this opportunity of expressing 
thanks to all those who have thus con- 
tributed to another year of successful 
activity, 


* Report of Treasurer 
Treasurer Challen submitted the follow- 
ing as his report for the year ending 
March 31, 1917: 


Balance on hand April 12, 1916.... $215.89 
Received from all sources......... 22,293.50 
$22,509.39 

Vouchers No. 1437 to No. 1591, in- 
MOMBOOE oii svi vere ceceSenceunevs 19,003.63 
Balance in treasury this date.... $3,505.76 


Financial Report of Secretary 

Secretary Husband submitted the fol- 

lowing as his report for year ending March 

31, 1917; that portion pertaining to 

finances covers the entire year, while un- 

der the other subjects are covered only 

matters of interest since the semi-annual 
meeting on Oct. 27, 1916: 
RECEIPTS 


SSE CGS Cee ROMS LHe Ueccee $215.89 
DOS. 05 Vee Fee os ING co pete nedascess 11,387.75 
Special subscriptions to mixed-flour 
NG 2056 8 Caio 0 ciinwiwedbins eden ce 1,854.20 
Special subscriptions as per pledges 
to committee on finance and 
WOUND. hhc cet sotewséceseys 7,784.00 
Registration of brands ............ 999.50 
Uniform sales books .............. 141.68 
Interest on bank deposit .......... 32.68 
Special printing for members ..... 93.69 
Total receipts ..........+... + + + $22,509.39 


DISBURSEMENTS 


(Vouchers No. 1437 to No. 1591, inclusive) 
Salary account— 








DEE ce vda todvecswenbeccvecess $7,171.00 
Official counsel ...........0.0eeees 1,200.00 
GUOMORVORREE oo iiss ce cceersececes 989.95 

Office account— $9.360.95 
Rent, 11 months to March 31, 1917. $561.00 
TOURGFRMNE oo bic cos wesc ewceeesbonse 388.93 
ORME 60's bb kw tied v2 ben Fees 00 c 91.15 
Ice, towel supply, etc. ..........4+. 36.00 
ke SESS SNPS Pa 1.74 
PMN ic bese eek ste eckbeteeses 542.65 
ee Tee Gre eee 40.07 
Drawings for registration ......... 172.40 
Bank collection charges ........... 22.90 
Office expense of president ........ 108.82 

Supplies and printing— $1,965.66 


PRTMCR, DOMRTOE ici eke tues $1,204.88 





Printing, special and to order...... 282.18 

Printing briefs, Interstate Com- 
merce Commission case ......... 135.65 
Addressing and mailing ........... 41,00 
Miscellaneous supplies ............ 56.72 
$1,720.43 


Incidental and extraordinary ex- 
penses— 
Counsel and expert expenses, con- 
troversy with Public Health Serv- 
SOR mc dase 5 SB heh er he ve wer dd bas bbe $2,014.85 


H. G. Wilson, commerce counsel... 500.00 
Opposing repeal mixed-flour law... 168.50 
Hotel expense, meetings D. and D., 

April 14 and Oct, 27, 1916....... 143.85 
Reporting two meetings ........... 146.56 
Laboratory expenses .............. 75.00 
i. Se PS eer re Fre eich a 25.65 
Bonds of secretary and treasurer... 25.00 


Flowers, sick and deceased mem- 
WORE eda vedere cntes Pe eee Pee ee 27.7 
Membership Chamber of Commerce 








of the United States ............ 70.00 
Membership, National Fire Protec- 
tion Association ............65-. 30.00 
Membership, National Industrial 
TraMic LAGU . ns vsecsccsesiece 37.50 
Subscription, Federal Trade Re- 
Ge ass heh os whee Saha ee bs tne ond oe 3.00 
Subscription, Journal Agricultural 
FR ES arr ee 5.00 
Subscription, American Food Jour- 
et ye rare tee or eee ee 1.50 
Books and government publications 22.30 
Travelling expenses— $3,296.46 
POND. eile wat asks ohbue cn pe 00> ¢-« $100.16 
REID. Shiteie b a00 4.0 V4.5 448m ORES Mom0 119.96 
eee ee oe OES Sa ee eee 1,152.50 
I OOe, a as 8 ns HORE URES Ce 500.00 
GED 5 sid 6 Ud. bs opieeee sire 787.51 
$2,660.13 
Total disbursements ............ $19,003.63 
Balance in hands of C. H. Challen, 
WE Sia aes Be Fie we recces 3,505.76 
$22,509.39 
Cash in hands of secretary, $300, 
making total cash on hand...... $3,805.76 


Note.—The amount shown as received un- 
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der special subscription to Committee on 


Finance and Membership is $25 less than the 
amount of that fund as reported; one mem- 
ber requested that a special subscription of 
$25 paid by him earlier in the year be applied 
as the first payment against his pledge t 
the committee.) . 


Report of Export Agent 

The most important feature of the work 
of the past year has been in connection 
with the through export bill of lading. It 
is admitted and. agreed by all millers who 
export that, for the most part, they are 
unable to export unless by means of the 
through-export bill of lading. 

The railroad companies have directly 
encouraged enlarging of flour-milling ca- 
pacity in the wheat-growing states by 
offering millers the facility of the through 
export bill of lading as a medium of 
direct sale and exportation by millers 
from their'mills to foreign countries. 

A large volume of American export 
flour business goes to countries of Europe 
which are now regarded as milling coun- 
tries, and under normal conditions of 
trade American flour is sold in those 
countries in direct competition with wheat 
purchased by those countries from the 
United States and from Canada and other 
parts of the world. 

The result is that there is, and there can 
be, no margin of profit-on flour exported 
to those countries under normal conditions 
which will allow of an extra charge im- 
posed by millers’ seaboard agencies. 
Neither is it feasible for interior millers 
to erect, own, or lease warehouse facilities 
at the seaboard. Such warehouses would 
have to be at all ports through which the 
tide of export traffic flows. The export of 
flour must also be on a basis of an imme- 
diate exchange of the documents for 
money at the point of shipment. 

It is conceded that all of these facilities 
must exist if American millers are to do 
an export trade. Perhaps the principal 
beneficiaries of flour traffic that was cre- . 
ated by means of the through export bill 
of lading have been the railroad com- 
panies, and in fact most of the eastern 
lines erected special warehouses at Atlantic 
ports to hold export flour thus shipped 
until delivery was effected to the connect- 
ing ocean carrier. 

There is no. question that the country 
has benefited by the increased milling of 
wheat for the export trade, and public 
policy demands that the country export 
the manufactured product rather than the 
raw material. 

Similarly, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has declared in the Galveston 
case that public policy demands the use of 
the through export bill of lading. 

The situation that has confronted the 
flour trade for several years is that the 
railroad companies have made a series of 
assaults upon the terms and conditions of 
the through export bill of lading. These 
assaults may be described as follows: 

First—One of the important eastern 
trunk lines declared that the transporta- 
tion from interior American points to 
foreign ports is not continuous, and that 
the railroad company’s whole responsibil- 
ity and liability for the goods ended ab- 
solutely at the expiration of 48 hours 
after arrival of the cars at the port of 
export, notwithstanding the fact that de- 
livery ex-cars was into the rail company’s 
own warehouse, where there existed an 
arrangement for the connecting ocean 
carrier to load its steamers. 

Second.—The consequent denial of lia- 
bility for all loss and damage occurring to 
the flour while thus awaiting delivery to 
ocean carrier. 

Third.—The enforcement of an obsolete 
provision of the bill of lading, which re- 
quires that claims for loss and damage 
should be lodged within 30 days. 

Fourth.—Arising from the foregoing 
situation, revision of the through bill of 
lading was undertaken under the auspices 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
and at a series of hearings for this pur- 
pose in various places in the United 
States, carriers were represented by coun- 
sel, who made a most determined effort to 
end the inland carrier’s responsibility and 
liability for goods at the expiration of 48 
hours after the discharge of the cars at 
seaboard into rail carrier’s warehouses. 

Fifth.—Carriers’ counsel at the same 
time endeavored to insert a clause in the 
revised form of through export bill of 
lading for the imposition of storage 
charges at the seaboard, same to become 
a lien upon the poeaty- 

At the risk of being called a man with 
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one idea, I have, for several years, 
the attention of flour millers, the National 
Industrial Traffic League, and other inter- 
ests which used the through export bill of 
lading, to this state of affairs, and finally 
I have the satisfaction of knowing that 
all those that use the through export bill 
of lading have at last realized the danger 
that confronts them, and lately there has 
been concerted opposition to carriers’ 
ition, and a number of complaints have 
filed with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. 

Finally, carriers have imposed, by means 
of a traffic rule, a charge for storage 
on shipments shipped under through ex- 

rt bills of lading, and they have col- 
lected the same from the shippers. Fur- 
thermore, they have reduced the so-called 
free time to 15 days, and ag, ope act 
pose to reduce it to 5 days. millers 
and other interests have already offered 
testimony to show that it is impossible for 
interior ce iy to arrange their ship- 
ments so that they clear from the sea- 
board within five days after arrival at 
seaboard, and thus every shipment will be 
subject to a charge for storage. 

The rail carriers have advanced the 
‘unique and ingenious theory that the im- 
position of these storage — will 
force the cessation of export business 
from the interior, which will have the 
effect of forcing ocean carriers to provide 
warehouse facilities at the seaboard for 
the storage of outward bound freight. 
Having killed the export business, they 
expect a resurrection, only when, and if, 
the ocean carriers assume the responsibil- 
ity for freight not yet delivered to them, 
and provide warehousing facilities to hold 
it for their steamers. 

These views are not worthy of argu- 
ment or of consideration, and yet they 
have been solemnly stated under oath be- 
fore Commissioner Brown, of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, in the I. & S. 
case 1,010. This case was heard at New 
York on March 21-24,-and is to be con- 
cluded at New Orleans on April 30. 

The millers are advancing the proposi- 
tion that if, in the wisdom of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, a charge by 
carriers should» be made for storing 
freight for export at seaboard in connec- 
tion with through export bill of ary the 
average time of detention should be 
ascertained for a period of recent years, 
a reasonable charge computed therefrom 
and added to the freight rate, thus mak- 
ing it possible for the charge to become a 
lien upon the property, and be api by 
the c.i.f. purchaser, such sales being made 
on a definitely stated price, to include cost 
of all freight charges. 

We are also proposing that clause 2 of 
the through export bill of lading, which 
exempts carrier from liability to deliver 
in time for any particular market or 
steamer, shall be altered so that the car- 
rier, when issuing a through bill of lading 
in connection with an ocean freight con- 
tract, undertakes to deliver the freight to 
seaboard in time to fulfill such ocean 
freight contract, or incurs a liability for 
damages for failure to deliver in time. 
This would enable interior millers to make 
ocean contracts for specific periods or 
times of sailing, and even for specific 
steamers. 

In the meantime some of the eastern 
roads have stated that the present dis- 
continuance of the use of the through ex- 

rt bill of lading is because of the attack 
by the Millers’ National Federation and 
others on the proposed and present export 
storage tariffs. The plain intimation is 
that, unless these attacks cease, the 
through export bill of lading will be per- 
manently discontinued, notwithstanding 
the dictum of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in the Galveston case, that 
public policy requires the issuance and 
use of the through export bill of lading. 

LOSS AND DAMAGE CLAIMS 

The time now fixed by the bill of lading 
for the filing of claims for loss or damage 
to shipments covered by through export 
bills of lading or by uniform bills of 
lading for export is nine months, ee 
in the case of through export bill of lad- 
ing traffic, from date of delivery te the 
ocean carrier, and in the case of the uni- 
form bill of lading for export traffic, the 
time dates from date of arrival at sea- 
board. 

This was a compromise arrangement 
arising out of the case we brought against 

r of railroad companies, known as 


anum 


called 


I, C. C. Docket 8,369. There are a large 
number of claims representing an impor- 
tant amount of money outstanding and 
payment refused by carriers because of 
failure to file within four months, that 
having been the period prior to June 1, 
1916. The same case, 8,369, combined with 
I, C. C. Case 4,844, is known as the joint 
bill of ‘lading case, which has for its ob- 
ject the revision of the uniform and ex- 
port bills of lading. 

Hearings of this case were held at New 
York, Washington, Chicago, New Orleans, 
Atlanta and San Francisco, and your ex- 
port agent attended all of the hearings 
except at Atlanta and San Francisco, 
which two hearings were especially con- 
cerned with traffic in which we had little 
or no interest: The case has not been de- 
cided by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, and until that case is decided the 
Commission will not decide the adjustment 
of the so-called four-month claims, before 
referred to, 

This first part of this report is intended 
as a brief history of our long-continued 
fight to procure for export freight a ship- 
ping document which will give incontesta- 

ly a continuous transportation to foreign 
destination at a definitely stated rate .of 
freight inclusive of all proper and reason- 
able charges which may be made by the 
transportation company. 

The attacks on the present export bill 
of lading have not come from the ship- 
ping interests, but wholly from the car- 
riers themselves, who have sought to re- 
strict.its use and operation and lessen its 
scope and effect, and attempted to use it 
as an instrument for the imposition and 
collection of special charges not provided 
for in the rate of freight. 


THE POMERENE BILL 


Your export agent has taken active in- 
terest in all legislation which has been 
proposed by members of Congress and the 
Senate to make the bill of lading an actual 
and legal negotiable instrument. 
worked actively on joint committees in 
connection with the proposal of the 
American Bankers’’ Association, original- 
ly known as.the Stevens bill, and later on 
the bill which was proposed by Senator 
Pomerene, of Ohio. 

In both of those bills I suggested the so- 
called “shippers’ load and count” clause, 
which, in the case of the Pomerene bill, 
was emasculated by Congress at the time 
the Pomerene bill was enacted. It is 
thought that a substitute “shippers’ load 
and count” clause will be enacted as an 
amendment to the present statute. In any 
event, we now have a United States stat- 
ute making the bill of lading a negotiable 
instrument, which has not been the case 
heretofore. 


MILLING FOREIGN WHEAT IN TRANSIT FOR 
EXPORT 


At the October meeting of the Millers’ 
National Federation I proposed legisla- 
tion should be asked for the purpose of 
enabling American millers to grind for- 
eign wheat for export without paying duty 
on the wheat thus milled. In brief, the 
plan is based on the present law which 
permits the smelting of foreign ores for 
export without paying duty on the ore. 

I conclude that what is fair for one set 
of manufacturers is fair for another. 
Both France and Germany have similar 
laws under which their millers operate ad- 
vantageously, and secure a. very satisfac- 
tory foreign trade in competition with 
American millers. The meeting unani- 
mously adopted the prope , and instruct- 
ed your Committee on Export Trade and 
Legislation to prepare a concrete proposi- 
tion, including the suggestion of a bill for 
submission to Congress. 

Such a tentative bill was drafted and 
submitted to the members of your Com- 
mittee on Export Trade and Legislation, 
but owing to the opposition of a few mill- 
ers your committee concluded that no 
action should be taken at present, and that 
it should be deferred until the present 
meeting. I presume that the minority 
opposition to this plan is based upon un- 
familiarity with its proposed scope and 
effect. - 

The object of this Federation is the 
— welfare of the whole trade, and 

have no hesitation in saying that if any 
opposition to any measure is based on 
Age local considerations, if the measure 
s wise and not only for the of the 
trade, but for the ral welfare of the 
country, then such opposition ought 
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not to exist and ought to give way, and I 
furthermore believe that no opposition 
should be able to block the purpose of a 
wise and beneficent measure which the 
majority of the trade desires. 

I say this with all due respect to all 
concerned, and I hope that at this meeting 
the proposal will receive further consid- 
eration. I do not intend to refer to this 
matter further in this report, but I shall 
be pleased to place any information I have 
at your disposal during the discussion. 


EXPORT SHIPMENTS ON OCEAN BILLS OF 
LADING 

Owing to the discontinuance of the use 
of the through export bill of lading, ex- 
ports are being made, for the most part, 
by use of the uniform bill of lading for 
export, the same being exchan for 
ocean bill of lading at the port of export 
by a forwarding agent. 

Several eastern lines have intimated 
that the discontinuance of the use of the 
through export bill of lading may be per- 
manent. Whether this be true or not; it 
is necessary, for the purpose of properly 
adjusting claims made by your foreign 
buyers for loss, damage, delay, etc., that 
the ocean bill of lading show thereon the 
name of the delivering railroad and the 
numbers and initials of the railroad cars, 
in order to afford evidences of the same 
continuity of transportation which was 
contained in the through export bill of 
lading, and to enable your consignees, 
yourselves, or your agents to discuss 
claims for loss, damage, etc., with the re- 
sponsible rail carriers. 

Therefore, instructions should be given 
to all forwarding agents, freight brokers, 
or others who may exchange your inland 
bills of lading for ocean bills of lading, 
accordingly. 

My office has placed its services at the 
disposal of all flour millers who have no 
arrangement at seaboard to clear export 
shipments and take up ocean bills of lad- 
ing. This has entailed on us a vast amount 
of work, for which we have charged a 
nominal figure only, to pay expenses. 

We have been pleased to render ‘this 
service in the interests of all concerned, 
and of course, in doing so, we have pre- 
sumed, quite naturally, on other emolu- 
ments coming to us from the customary 
sources, but as a matter of fact the large 
volume of exports we have handled in this 
way have been sold on seaboard terms, 
and we have not benefited as customary, 
so that it may be said that we have con- 
ducted a large amount of business for a 
nominal compensation. 

We regret to note, also, that some of 
our. exporters have elected to use other 
agencies than ours in connection with their 
ordinary exports to Europe, which has 
tended to still further reduce our normal 
compensation, whereas we have been un- 
able, of course, to reduce one single item 
of our overhead American and foreign 
organization expetises. 

It further occurs to me to suggest that, 
if the exportation of flour under ocean 
bills of lading is to become a more or less 
general practice, and to continue for some 
considerable time, it should be understood 
and agreed that we are willing and anx- 
ious to serve all of the export flour millers 
at a reasonable compensation for each 
service performed, or that a reasonable 
compensation to the export agent should 
be appropriated by the Millers’ National 
Federation. 

In any event there have been, during 
the past few years, an infinite variety 
of services which the export agent has 
performed for the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration without compensation, and for 
which he has received .a contribution to a 
portion of the expenses incurred. . 

It will be understood that, particularly 
under the disturbed conditions of railroad 
congestion, the attitude of railroad com- 
panies toward the terms and conditions of 
the through export bill of lading, the 
difficulties surrounding ocean shipments, 
and the arrangements with bankers for 
payment against ocean bills of lading, etc., 
there is necessarily a great deal of general 
work for your — t to attend to, 
and it will be readily understood also that, 
under recent conditions of business, the 
expense of maintaining an adequate office 
and staff has continually increased, where- 


as, on the other hand, the volume of 
through export traffic to Europe, from 
which heretofore the revenue of my office 
has been received, has fallen to somewhat 
less than 50 per cent of its previous aver- 
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age volume. It will therefore be seen that 
some adequate arrangement should be 
made for the continuance of the export 
agency if its continuance is deemed de- 
sirable and necessary to you. 

In connection with the current hearings 
of the export storage case now pending, « 
very considerable amount of time has 
been given and expense incurred already, 
and further expense will be incurred, and 
time occupied, in attending the New 
Orleans hearing on April 30. 


UNITED STATES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

I count it a privilege and honor to rep- 
resent the Millers’ National Federation at 
the annual meeting of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. That institution 
has become of great importance, and is 
acquiring a great influence in the counci! 
of the nation, and may be, in the present 
exigency, a tremendous instrument in the 
hands of the national government for co,)- 
serving and protecting the commercial re- 
sources of the country in the event of w:ir, 

As your delegate and as your export 
agent I shall continue to place my services 
at your special disposal, or the disposal 
of the government under the present cir- 
cumstances. 


Export Trade and Legislation 

The report of the Committee on Export 
Trade and Legislation, as offered by C. C. 
Bovey, chairman, reads as follows: Your 
Committee on Export Trade and Legisla- 
tion submits the following report, cover- 
ing matters of interest since the semi- 
annual meeting on Oct. 27, 1916: 


EXPORT TRADE 


Many factors have combined to serious- 
ly interfere with export trade during the 
past few months; scarcity of ocean space, 
with correspondingly hij h rates, car 
shortage, congestion on all railroads, re- 
sulting in embargoes on practically all 
lines to the East, and finally a threatened 
railroad strike of national scope, have all 
contributed to the difficulties experienced 
by millers in attempting to continue ex- 
port trade. 

The unprecedented congestion on all 
roads has resulted in serious delays and 
losses to millers; this is equally true of 
both export and domestic business. Cars 
have been sidetracked for weeks, and ap- 
parently little serious effort has been 
made by the carriers to relieve the situa- 
tion, and although embargoes have pre- 
sumably been in effect on all roads for 
months, the congestion does not seem to be 
relieved. In the few instances when em- 
bargoes were lifted, it was for a brief 
period only, and no miller could make 
definite plans regarding shipments. 

While there are not enough cars to go 
round, a great saving that be of bene- 
fit to every user of cars will result if the 
millers will see to it that, whether loaded 
with flour or feed, they do not waste one 
foot of space in the cars, Ways and 
means can be found to bring this about if 
each miller will study his own particular 
case. 

When announcement was made that a 
general strike on all’ roads would go into 
effect on March 17, the roads naturally 
refused to accept shipments; the diffi- 
culties arising from a general strike now 
seem to have been averted, temporarily 
at least. 

Great difficulty has been experienced in 
making shipments to Scandinavia, mainly 
as a result of delay in receiving navicerts, 
or letters of assurance, from the trade 
department of the British Embassy at 
Washington. During February the agent 
of the Norway-Mexico Gulf Line at New 
Orleans announced the cancellation of all 
contracts for ocean space for which navi- 
certs had not been deposited with him. 

It became necessary for a ittee to 
go to Washington and adjust these diffi- 
culties; accordingly, George S. Milnor, of 
Sparks Milling . Alton, Ill; E. C. An- 
drews, Kehlor Flour Mills Co., St. I ouis, 
and E. V. Hoffman, Kansas Flour Mills 
Co,, Kansas City, and the secretary 0! the 
Federation, met at Washington and called 
upon the officials of the British Em!)assy 
and Norwegian and Danish ministers. — 

As a result, the time in which to receive 
navicerts was extended three weeks, a0 
much flour was moved under the revised 
regulation. Mr. Milnor is.a director, and 
Messrs. Andrews and Hoffman are mem- 
bers of Ge Federation cee 0 
port Trade and Legislation, an ese 
gentlemen have been working with the 
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secretary of the Federation to secure a 
reasonable time limit in which to receive 
navicerts covering shipments to Scandi- 
navia before ocean contracts are canceled. 

Similar difficulties have been experi- 
enced at Atlantic ports, and it was deemed 
advisable for your committee to indorse a 
revision of terms for sales of flour to 
Scandinavia. A bulletin from the Feder- 
ation office was sent to all exporters, un- 
der date of March 19, embodying a new 
basis for sales to Scandinavia. This in- 
formation was also published in the miil- 
ing papers and cabled on March 19 by the 
Federation to the Norwegian National 
Association of Grain and Flour Import- 
ers, at Christiania, Norway, with the re- 
quest that it forward copies to all recog- 
nized buyers’ associations and guilds in 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The re- 
vised basis follows: 

“Trrevocable credit. Buyer responsible 
cover war risk insurance. Shipment from 
mill according to contract or soonest 
possible after letter of assurance ob- 
taincd. Seller not responsible for freight 
contract if canceled or altered beyond 
his control. Buyer responsible for all 
consequences arising from whatever em- 
bargoes caused by any government or 
transportation company influencing or 
controlling shipments, Buyer agrees to 
assume all consequences arising should 
letter of assurance be delayed or unob- 
tainable. Should shipment from mill be 
prevented by any reason beyond seller’s 
control, seller shall be entitled to full 
invoice amount against delivery of ware- 
house proof or his guaranty that goods 
are ready for shipment, but must be held 
at buyer’s disposal for buyer’s account 
and risk.” 

A year ago the carriers withdrew the 
free storage privilege on flour intended 
for export, and filed tariffs providing that 
storage charges would accrue after the 
lapse of 15 days’ free time. This new 
regulation has resulted in considerable 
loss to many exporting millers, 

Within a few months the carriers again 
attempted to shorten the free time at 
seaboard by filing tariffs providing for 
only five days’ free storage. The Federa- 
tion protested against these new tariffs, 
and they were suspended until June 1, 
pending hearing and investigation. The 
hearings under this suspension rule began 
at New York on March 21 and continued 
four days, at which time testimony was 
presented by H. G. Wilson, commerce 
council, and several miller witnesses. 
This matter will doubtless be more fully 
covered in reports of the Transportation 
Committee and the export agent. 


LEGISLATION 


In arranging for the administration of 
the new federal grain standards act, 
numerous hearings were held in various 
parts of the country with special refer- 
ence to wheat grades. These hearings 
have been well attended by millers and 
grain shippers, and much information was 
secured by ‘the committee representing 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture in regard to the views of millers 
regarding grades for wheat. As before, 
this matter has been watched closely by 
members of a special Federation commit- 
tee, of which Fred J. Lingham is chair- 
man. 

_ Three important federal measures of 
interest to millers became law, the Pom- 
erene act putting a definite construction 
upon hills of lading, the act creating a 
federal shipping board and that creatin 
a Tariff Commission. It is to be ho 
that the Shipping Board will devise some 
means of solving the problem of an 
Americin merchant marine, while the 
Tariff Commission will doubtless prevent 
a repelition of the difficulties encountered 
by millcrs when the tariff was under re- 
Vision in 1913, 

The Pomerene bill, regulating bills of 
lading, became a law after a strenuous 
fight, during which it became necessary to 
appeal to the President. The Federation 
has for several years advocated such a 
Measure, and indorsed the Pomerene bill, 
and was represented at the conference 
with the President by F. H. Price. 

The Rainey Bill (H. R. 9409) to repeai 
the mixed-flour law, was not reported out 
by the Ways and Means Committee of 
the House of Representatives; as a re- 
sult, it expired with the sixty-fourth Con- 
8ress on March 4, A bill providing for 
repeal of the mixed-flour failed to 
receive favorable report from the Ways 
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and Means Committee during the sixty- 
third -Congress. : 

Despite failure in two successive ses- 
sions of Congress, it has been announced 
that another bill providing for repeal of 
this efficient law will be introduced in the 
sixty-fifth Congress, and \millers must 
stand prepared to resist any efforts in 
this direction. 

Your committee had undertaken to 
present before Congress a bill similar to 
the Lovering bill, that would permit the 
use of imported wheat under a basis more 
workable than the present bonding or 
drawback plan, but finding there was 
some objection to such a bill, the com- 
mittee dropped it immediately. 





Grain Standardization and Grades 


Your Committee on Grain Standardiza- 
tion and Inspection, and your Special 
Committee on Grain Grades, beg to sub- 
mit a joint report as follows, through the 
writer as chairman of both committees: 

Since the semi-annual meeting of last 
October the United States Department of 
Agriculture has published tentative wheat 
grade definitions, as a step toward estab- 
lishing federal wheat grades in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the grain 
standards act. 

These tentative wheat grade definitions 
have been published broadcast in the trade, 
and Charles J. Brand, chief of the Office 
of Markets and Rural Organization, and 
Dr. J. W, T. Duvel, crop technologist in 
charge, together with their assistants, have 
held meetings in many sections of the 
country, for general discussion, and in 
order to secure the fullest possible expres- 
sion of suggestions to aid them in finally 
promulgating wheat grade definitions in 
the fullest possible accord with trade cus- 
toms, which would at the same time be 
fair to all interests concerned. 

These meetings have been very largely 
attended by members of the wheat trade 
in its various branches, and it is a pleasure 
to report that the demonstration by these 
officials of their intimate knowledge of 
wheat-growing, trading, and milling con- 
ditions, and their universal fairness in the 
handling of all discussions, have brought 
about a very universal expression of con- 
fidence in the administration of the grain 
standards act that may be expected of 
them. 2 

Members of your committee have at- 
tended hearings in various parts of the 
country and L. A. Mennel and your chair- 
man attended the final hearing in Wash- 
ington, March 7-8. 

At the writing of this report it is ex- 
pected that the final grade definitions for 
both spring and winter wheats will be pub- 
lished not later than April 2, standards 
for hard red winter, soft red winter, com- 
mon white, and white club wheats to be 
effective July 1, and standards for all 
other wheats to be effective Aug. 1. 

Again the chairman of your committee 
thanks the members of these committees, 
and your committees thank the officers and 
members of the Federation, for their 
hearty co-operation. 





Transportation Report 


In accordance with the authority 
granted by the directors, delegates and 
members at the last meeting of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, your Transpor- 
tation Committee filed a formal complaint 
against the assessment of storage and de- 
murrage charges on flour moving for ex- 
port under through bills of lading, these 
storage and demurrage charges having 
been assessed at seaboard. 

(Also when tariffs were filed subse- 
quently reducing the free time at sea- 
board on export flour from 15 days to 5 
days, our formal complaint was made to 
include this particular action and we ap- 
peared before the Suspension Board of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

These tariffs were suspended and full 
hearings were held the week of March 
20 at New York City. We had witnesses 
on the stand, and we carried the case on 
under the supervision of H. G. Wilson, 
former president of the National Indus- 
trfal Traffic League, and who we retained 
as our commerce counsel. 

We made an exceedingly fine showing 
at this hearing, and we expect to make 
an equally good showing at a hearing to 
be held soon at New Orleans to consider 
the flour export traffic at and through 
Gulf ports. This New Orleans hearing 


will close the preliminary efforts in the 
case. 

The matter of car demurrage and stor- 
age on domestic shipments has had a 
great deal of attention during the past 
year, and there are at the present pro- 
posed changes in the demurrage rules to 
the effect that $2 per day for the first five 
days and $5 for the sixth and each suc- 
ceeding day, be the new charges to be 
applied; these charges, of course, to be 
effective after the expiration of the free 
time allowed. 

In reference to cars handled under the 
Average Agreement, one credit is to be 


allowed for each car released within the © 


first 24 hours of free time, and after the 
expiration of the free time, one debit per 
car per day, or fraction of a day, will be 
charged for the first five days. 

In no case shall more than one credit 
be allowed on-any one car, and in no case 
shall more than five credits be applied in 
cancellation of debits accruing on any one 
car. 

When a car has accrued five debits, a 
charge of $5 per day per car will be made 
for all subsequent detention, including 
Sundays and legal holidays. 

At the end of the calendar month the 
total number of credits will be deducted 
from the total number of debits, and $2 
per debit charged for the remainder, 

This is quite a reduction under the 
present charges, tariffs covering which 
will soon expire. 

It has been felt that, as long as the 
present situation exists, some incentive 
must be provided that will bring about 
prompt release of equipment, and this 
tentative agreement has been reached by 
the committee of the National Industrial 
Traffic League, and a committee from 
the American Railway Association. 

It has been pointed out by the shippers 
sthat the rules now effective practically 
abrogate the value of the Average Agree- 
ment, and these new rules, you will see, 
are aimed at restoring the Average 
Agreement to its former position of use- 
fulness and importance to the shipper. 

The one most important transportation 
matter before millers today is the recent 
action of the railroads in making appli- 
cation for horizontal increases in rates 
from 10 to 15 per cent, and millers will 
have to take a position on this matter 
very quickly. 

Members of your Transportation Com- 
mittee have expressed the opinion that 
certain conditions exist about as follows: 

The general railroad service of the last 
two years has been going from bad to 
worse, which has been a result either of 
incompetence on the part-of the operating 
men in charge of the railroads or the de- 
liberate action on the part of those in 
control of the railroads, which action pre- 
vents thie best of service being given just 
in order to drive shippers to the point 
where they will be willing to grant almost 
anything in the way of increased freight 
rates in order to secure proper service. 

There is also the opinion expressed that 
perhaps the railroads are in urgent need 
of more funds in order to provide equip- 
ment, locomctive power, etc., although 
this has been more of a sentimental rea- 
son than an actually proved fact, because 
the general observation is that full and 
complete use of present equipment and 
locomotive power has not been secured. 
This same argument also applies to termi- 
nal facilities. 

It is further the opinion of your com- 
mittee that if millers are not to oppose 
the increase in freight rates, and such in- 
creases are to’ be made without disturbing 
the present relation of rates as between 
markets, then millers should take the po- 
sition that the present advance is for 
emergency purposes, and should not be 
treated as a permanent increase in rates. 

Such being the case, and if the increases 
are allowed, it would seem proper that the 
tariffs covering increases should be so 
published as to expire at the end of a 
specified time, say, one, two or three 
years. 

There are millers, however, who are 
opposed to increases in rates at the pres- 
ent time, with very good arguments to 
support their position, not the least of 
which is the increased incidental charges 
and also the advanced rates and increased 
minima that have been allowed on grain 
and grain products within the past year 
or two. 

Your committee, therefore, does not 
desire to make any recommendations on 
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this great question at this time, but pre- 
fers to put it before each individual mem- 
ber of the Federation for a general ex- 
pression of opinion. 

Your committee, however, does wish to 
place before the Federation the extreme 
importance of transportation matters in 
the conduct of the milling business, and 
urges that every miller give more and 
more attention to transportation matters, 
and secure all possible information sur- 
rounding his own particular condition, 
and also affecting the general movement 
of grain and grain products. 

our committee also wants to make 
particular mention of the splendid ¢o- 
operation afforded in all of the work 
undertaken. Witnesses who have been 
asked to make the sacrifice for the sake of 
matters presented by the Federation have 
been only too willing to do so, and have 
in every case proven to be excellent wit- 
nesses, and have been a great help in the 
conduct of the work. 





Crop Improvements 

While your Committee on Crop Im- 
provements has little or nothing of im- 
portance to report, it deems it an oppor- 
tune time to call to the attention of the 
miller, no matter where located, the great 
importance of working in the ¢losest har- 
mony with the agriculturists in his vicini- 
ty, and do all that lies within his power to 
secure, and have seeded, the very best 
varieties and qualities of wheat grown in 
his neighborhood, using his influence for 
an increased acreage. It is of vital im- 
portance that the best seed should be used, 
and your committee realizes the difficulty 
in securing a suitable seed. 

The farmer and miller, working hand 
in hand,can do a work along the prepared- 
ness line for this country that will be be- 
yond estimate. The United States has a 
work to ging vy that of feeding a starv- 
ing world. It is your committee’s opinion . 
that, with a cessation of hostilities, the de- 
mands for food products will be even 
greater on this country than they have so 
far been. 

Let us demonstrate to the world that we, 
the millers of the United States, are ca- 
pable of supplying their demands. 





Feedingstuffs 

If we are correctly informed, 44 state 
legislatures, since our last meeting, have 
been or still are in session, and it is onl 
natural to assume that “commercial feed- 
ingstuffs” would receive more or less con- 
sideration, although we are pleased to say 
that no new hardships have been imposed 
upon our industry. We find as follows: 

Arkansas.—The law has been amended, 
reducing the tonnage tax from 25c to 20c 

er ton, but, as those interested already 

now, pure wheat bran, shorts and mid- 
dlings are exempt from this tax, although 
subject to the common requirements. This 
became effective March 10, 1917. 

Delaware.—Has a bill pending, the re- 
quirements of which are the same as the 
Uniform Feed Bill, without taxation. 

Kansas.—Has standardized 100 lbs net 
as the weight of a sack of feed. 

Massachusetts.—Has changed the fiscal 
year to the calendar year. 

Michigan.—An amendment has been in- 
troduced requiring that all feed must be 
tagged or branded, showing the name of 
each ingredient. Wheat, rye and buck- 
wheat bran and middlings, when pure, 
exempt as heretofore. License fee, $20 
per annum. 

Missouri:—Will undoubtedly adopt the 
Uniform Feed Bill without the revenue 
measure. It has passed both houses. 

New York.—There has been much agita- 
tion, but we feel that there will be a satis- 
factory ending to the Wicks bill. There 
is also the possibility of the passage of a 
bil oe the use of wire or other 
metal fasteners for tags. The best way to 
avoid annoyance in the compliance of such ‘ 
a measure is to use printed sacks. 

South Carolina.—This state failed to 
pass a bill dealing with metal tag fasten- 
ers. However, we can expect anything 
from this state, which adopts standards 
which prohibit feed from certain sections. 

Texas.—With true Texas methods this 
state, in an endeavor to do everything on 
a large scale, proposes for violation a 
heavy increase in penalties. 

Washington.—The Uniform Feed Bill 
has been introduced. 

West Virginia—The Uniform Feed 
Bill was introduced verbatim, with 25c 
tonnage tax, but exempted home manu- 
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facturers, which, therefore, would make 
it unconstitutional. This passed the Sen- 
ate, but failed in the House. 

Wisconsin.—An amendment has been 

resented, simply transferring the admin- 
feeation from the director of the Experi- 
ment station to the commissioner of agri- 
culture, and providing for the name of 
each ingredient on packages. These 
* changes are slight and immaterial-in so 
far as the millers are concerned. 

Wyoming.—This state has passed ver- 
batim the Uniform Feed Bill without tax- 
ation. 

Thus, while there have been a few 
changes, they are all, as a matter of fact, 
quite immaterial, and we have reason to 
feel relieved that such changes have been 
sane and reasonable. 

We should further congratulate our- 
selves that the adoption of the Uniform 
Feed Bill, over which we have labored so 
long, has come to be recognized as a fair 
and just measure. 

Possibly there may be other “counties” 
from which to hear, but the above is the 
status of conditions to date, to the best of 
our knowledge and belief. 


Package Differentials, Etc. 

There has been an unusually large 
amount of correspondence handled by the 
committee since the semi-annual directors’ 
meeting last October. The consolidated 
package differentials approved Oct. 27 for 
western, southwestern, southern and south- 
eastern territory did not meet with the 
approval of all the millers interested in 
territory covered by that schedule. 

The majority of complaints when care- 
fully analyzed were found to be occa- 
sioned by incorrect nt pers of differ- 
entials. The principal objection to the 
schedule is the changing of the basis to 24 
lbs cotton and continuing the outside jute 
covering at 15c per bbl, which is about 10c 
less than the outside covering costs. 

This schedule should be gone over care- 
fully by a committee composed of direc- 
tors from the various settions, so as to 
harmonize the various interests. 

On Jan. 1, 1917, new differential cards 
were issued for the eastern and northwest- 
ern territories. While there have been a 
few exceptions taken to these schedules by 
millers, such exceptions being principally 
the result of erroneous application and 
misunderstanding, the committee is en- 
couraged to believe that the differentials 
for the eastern and northwestern terri- 
tories are being observed generally by the 
millers. 

Your committee would suggest the ad- 
visability of a committee composed of 
directors from the various sections to aid 
the Committee on ae Differentials 
in checking these schedules and making 
such recommendations as will permit of 
making such corrections as would seem 
advisable and appear necessary to har- 
monize the schedule with present needs. 


SALES CONTRACTS 


The trade conditions would seem to 
warrant revising the Federation sales con- 
tract, making such changes as would ap- 
pear necessary to protect the seller to a 

ater extent than our present contract. 
a some respects the Uniform Sales Con- 
tract is out of date, especially in the mat- 
ter of carrying charges. 

Your, committee would suggest that a 
committee composed of directors from 
the various sections be appointed to assist 
the Committee on Sales Contracts, to per- 
mit of correcting the defects. — 


Membership and Finances 

Pursuant to approval given by directors 
and delegates at their Oct. 27 meeting, 
1916, your committee actively undertoo 
the creation of a guaranty fund in accord- 
ance with their recommendation, and as 

, the following figures will show, it met with 
a very prompt and hearty support, a total 
of $7,834 having been pledged and paid 
for the current year by 132 members; 108 
of these pledges, totaling $6,584, run for 
three years. The remainder were made 
for the current year only, and in most 
instances the remittances were accom- 
panied by an assurance that the payments 
would be renewed the subsequent years if 
called for, but for various reasons the 
three-year pledges were not signed. 

It is interesting to note that those who 
did subscribe represented 85 per cent of 
the total capacity solicited. Only 5 per 
cent declined for various reasons, and the 


remaining 10 per cent, who were mostly 
located remote from any member of the 
committee, failed to reply. This guaran 
fund should put the finances of the Fed- 
eration upon a sound basis adequate to 
meet any probable demands, and your 
committee desires to express its sincere 
appreciation and thanks: for the ready 
response, 

In relation to increased membership, 
active correspondence has been conducted 
with the Pennsylvania Millers’ Association 
and a newly organized Montana Millers’ 
Association, both of which organizations 
there is reason to hope we may have in full 
affiliation in the near future. The solici- 
tation of individual members has not as 
yet been actively undertaken, but plans 
are in process for an active pe gm 
soon, in which the committee will ask the 
co-operation of various members of the 
Federation to assist in interesting their 
neighbors in applying for membership. 


Millers’ Insurance 


There have been no meetings of the 
Committee on Insurance during the past 
fiscal year. 

Copies of the annual reports of all the 
millers’ mutual fire insurance companies 
for 1916, and that of the Millers’ Mutual 
Casualty Co., have been secured.and placed 
on file. In addition the committee has 
received from three of these companies, 
the Millers National Insurance Co., the 
Illinois Millers Mutual Fire Insurance As- 
sociation, and the Michigan Millers Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Co., copies of the full 
and complete reports in detail, as pre- 
pared by the chartered accountants em- 
ployed to audit the accounts and records 
of said companies. 

For purposes of reference we suggest 
that it would be well to have all the com- 
panies interested file with our committee 
their full annual reports each year, as 


prepared by their chartered accountants. © 


If a motion to that effect is made and 
carried at the meeting of the directors at 
Chicago on April 13 next, your committee 
will be shenaat to place the request before 
the various companies. We have no doubt 
they will readily comply. 

During the year changes have been made 
in the articles and by-laws of two of the 
companies, the Michigan and the Illinois 
Millers mutuals. 

In the case of the Michigan Mutual the 
changes proposed and adopted at their 
last regular annual meeting were designed 
to increase and extend the functions of the 
company, by enabling it to write insur- 
ance on certain new lines—automobile and 
marine insurance on the Great Lakes, for 
example. 


In the case of the Illinois Millers the © 


change adopted was mainly the form of 
mutual policy, from the premium note to 
the contingent liability plan, so called. 

Letters from several millers were re- 
ceived by Secretary Husband and the 
chairman of this committee regarding 
these changes,. and considerable corre- 
Fee vene was exchanged. It was evident 
that the protests against the changes pro- 
posed were made under a misapprehension 
of their intent and’ purpose. : letters 
ate too lengthy to permit of their being 
incorporated in this report, but are on file 
and available for those interested, at any 
time. 


Arbitration 


The report on arbitration, as offered by 
Fred N. Rowe, chairman, was to the effect 
that no matters have been referred to the 
committee during the year. 





Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 


Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundréds omitted. in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 


--———Acr -—Bushele—, 

Winter Spng Total WintSpng Tot 
2929.. SQBOe  cciics esses °430)=—Ciw. ove 
1916.. 34,829 17,956 62,785 482 168 640 
1915,. 41,308 19,161 60,469 674 862 1,026 
1914.. 36,008 17,688 653,541 685 20 891 
1913.. 81,690 18,486 60,184 6524 240 763 
1912.. 26,571 19,248 46,815 400 330 730 
1911.. 29,168 20,381° 49,643 481 191 621 
1910.. 27,329 18,3852 45,681 484 201 635 
1909.. 28,330 18,808 46,723 446 291 787 
1908.. 30,026 17,631 47,657 488 227 666 
1907.. 28,405 16,800 45,211 409 225 6384 
1906.. 29,951 17,355 47,306 493 242 736 
1905.. 29,988 17,872 47,864 419 273 693 
1904.. 27,031 17,044 44,076 325 228 662 
1903.. 32,510 16,964 49,465 402 236 638 
1902.. 26,667 19,5645 46,202 363 307 670 


*Based on condition April 1. 
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Some mills this week did a fair business, 


while others reported sales slow. Orders’ 


came from scattered sections, and were 
made up of small lots. Inquiries for 
prices were numerous, but mills’ quota- 
tions were either too high or dealers are 
merely keeping in touch with the market. 

Prices were advanced about 85c@$1.15 
bbl, following wheat, but the ate oa 
— were of little avail in stimulating 

usiness, buyers not being influenced by 

the bullish arguments put forth by mill 
agents. The Kast bought limited quanti- 
ties in single car lots of established brands 
for immediate shipment. 

Some country mills doing business in 
the South reported old orders well cleaned 
up, but new business slow, although buyers 
are keeping closely in touch with the mar- 
ket. Present prices are curtailing sales, 
and unless there is a better demand within 
a short time, some mills will be compelled 
to reduced operating schedules. 

Embargoes still interfere with ship- 
ments, and little interest is displayed by 
mills in doing foreign business. Cables 
are also fewer, and the. only business 
abroad was the usual amount to Central 
and South America. 

Local dealers held off, and only a scat- 
tered buying was done, with no bookings 
of importance. Clears and low-grades 
were in better demand than patents. 

Nominal quotations. at the closé: hard 
winter fancy patent, $11.25@11.50; 
straight, $10.85@11; first clear, $10@ 
10.20; second clear, $9@9.25; low-grade, 
$8.20@8.50,—jute. Soft winter fancy 

atent, $11.25@11.60; second patent, 
10.80@11; extra fancy, $10.20@10.50; 
second clear, $9.20@9.60; low-grade, 
$8.20@8.50,—jute or cotton. Pacific 
Coast soft wheat fancy patent, $11.10@ 
11.50; straight, $10.60@10.75; cut-off, 
$10.15@10.50,—jute. Spring wheat pat- 
ent, $11.10@11.20; first clear, $10.20@ 
10.30,—jute. White rye, $9.35; dark, 
15. 


Millfeed was in good demand all week at 
a steady advance. Millers report a good 
mixed-car demand, and fair sales to job- 
bers for April-May shipment. Early in 


the week there were sales of bran at $1.55 . 


for July-August-September shipment. 
CEREALS AND FEED 


Although a few sales of rye flour were 
reported at-advanced prices, demand was 
not as brisk as last week. 

Wheat screenings were in fair demand, 
but offerings scarce. Due to the rapid 
advance in the market, it is hard to make 
quotations. Some spelt was reported sold 
late in the week at $2.40 per 100 lbs. 
There were more offerings at this price, 
but no sales. There was some inquiry for 
— screenings, but very little offered. 

Mill oats were quoted at 67@68c to ar- 
rive. Due to the prevailing high prices, 
buyers are holding off. No. 3 white oats 
brought as high as 73¥,c. Receipts were 
fair, and offerings well taken care of. 


THE GROWING CROP 


The fields in Missouri. and southern 
Illinois enjoyed another good rainfall this 
week, but the temperature was too low for 


_ the plant to make much progress. Hence, 


it is as yet impossible to say much about 
winter-killing, although some fields show 
evidence of same. Warm, sunshiny weath- 
er is badly needed. ame: 
Following is the gist of reports received: 
Looks pretty , but needs growing 
weather. ..Cool; crop improving. ..Needs 
warmer weather...Frosts are delaying 
tae ‘but otherwise it looks O. K... 
ine rains, and wheat growing nicely... 
Favorable, and crop promising. ..Im- 





proved this week, but needs warmer 
weather. . . Improving daily. 
Mills included in the above reports ar.: 
Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Il. 
H. C. Cole Milling Co., Chester, Il. 
Columbia (I11.) Star Milling Co. 
Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 
Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 
Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo, 
Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, Ill. 
Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O'Fallon, !\), 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour ouput of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 50,400 bbls, tor 
the week ending April 14 was 33,80, 
representing 66 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 33,280, or 66 per cent, !:st 
week, 37,280, or 74 per cent, a year ‘vo, 
and 18,680, or 37 per cent, in 1915. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacit) of 
77,400 bbls, the product of which is sold 
from St. Louis, made 50,300, representing 
65 per-cent, compared with 52,100, or 67 
per cent, last week, 52,400, or 67 per cent, 
a year ago, and 32,500, or 42 per cent, in 
1915. 

NOTES 

Samuel Plant, vice-president of the 

Geo. P. Plant Milling és, St. Louis, has 


been elected a member of the board of 
directors of the Mississippi Valley Trust 
Co. 


A. P. Husband, secretary of the Millers’ 
National Federation, was in St. Louis this 
week conferring with President Plant 
relative to the camp meeting at Hollister 
next month. 

David H. Wiegmann, sales-manager of 
the Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O'!al- 
lon, Ill, and W. O. Sholes, of the Mark 
P. Miller Milling Co., “Moscow, Idaho, 
were in St. Louis this week. 

W. H. Sutherland, president and man- 
ager of the Cairo (Ill.) Milling Co., on 
*change this week, stated that the crop in 
that section would run fully 60 per cent, 
and with seasonable weather it may be 
even better. 


Samuel Plant, president, and A. P. 
Husband, secretary, of the Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation, had an interview this 
week with David F. Houston, Secretary of 
Agriculture, relative to plans for increas- 
ing spring wheat acreage in the Northwest. 
Secretary Houston has been in the city all 
week, conferring with agricultural ex)erts 
from all parts of the United States at the 
Jefferson Hotel, and resolutions were 
adopted to be presented to Congress rela- 
tive to having laws passed fixing the mini- 
mum price on all foodstuffs and a iini- 
mum wage for farm labor. 





Mercantile Tonnage Built in 1915-1' 


The following shows the output of iner- 
cantile tonnage in various countries for 1916 
and 1916: 


JODO Few isc Peg bi pawhenat 246,234 213 
NN eee ee Tee eee 211,693 217,592 
MEE b's a Abe's os BUS ob ke OO 60,472 30 
BOND a kiko b'vin 40 wk vA he Oe 44,902 4 

| tine, cp ERE EET EET EE 40,090 4 

| Re) ema He Sameer 39,457 438 
pA eae 37,150 61 
DRUG s 6elg cay ov thie ed Che 11,171 306 
CORRE as cab oe ist teers 7,862 v9 





Winnipeg Average Prices 


Average daily closing prices of cash No. 1 
northern wheat at Winnipeg by month: and 
years for last 10 crop years (fractions «mit- 
ed): 





Crop of. 


"07 ‘08 "09 "10 11 *12 713 14 115 ‘16 
Sept.... 103100 98102100 95 86112 ‘1169 
Oct.... 111 98 97 96100 90 80112 ‘7174 
Nov.... 102102 98 92 98 8% 83119 1)3 195 
Dec.... 108 99 99 90 94 80 83119110175 
Jan.... 108 99103 94 95 82 85 1361-2179 
Feb.... 106106102 91 97 84 89153122170 
March.. 109111104 90 91 85 90149 19° 187 
April... 106 120 102- 91103 90 90156115.-- 
May.... 112124 95 95104 93 94159117. 
June... 104130 93 97107 97 92133111... 
July.... 105180111 96107 97 92134 118.-- 
Aug.... 108111108 99106 9410911319. 
Average . 
of yrs. 106111101 94100 89 89133 111.-: 

















































































neap. 
AS HE 
mill; 
large 
sults 
Nort} 





AS MA] 
or ac 
perier 
flour ; 
dress 
heapo 

BY AN 
Plishe, 
the y 
small 
where 
Addre: 

-_—_—_—— 

HEAD 
100- t, 
compa 
man, |} 
Wright 
and } 
Produc 
to relj 
dress 
neapo! 

_— 

MILL oh 
of help 
file the 
millers, 

Brain b 

of man 

men, of 
mation 
employe 
freely 
Minnea; 











the 
has 
of 


‘ust 


ers’ 
this 
jant 
ster 


Na- 
this 
y of 
‘eas- 
vest. 
\ all 
verts 
. the 
were 
rela- 
nini- 
nini- 





April 18, 1917 
Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 


The attached tables show’ the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 65,300 bbis, from Sept. 1, 
1916, to April 7, 1917, with comparisons, i 
bbis (000!s omitted): ; 

5 r—Output—7_. -—Exports—, 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915-16 

Minneapolis .-.10,414 13,373 645 1,119 
Duluth-Superior - 659 999 59 * 73 
65 outside mills 6,762 8,071 132 184 


16,835 22,443 836 








1,376 














TotalS.«eees 

The same mills consumed wheat in this 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 

. 1916-17 1915-16 
MinnearpOl® sscsveeeeeveeees 46,863 60,178 
Duluth-Superior ....++++.+6. 2,965 4,496 
65 outside miHS ......+04--- 25,929 36,319 

Totuls sccamephescnestsmes 75,757 100,993 

Special Notices 

The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents, 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 


Only advertisements entitled to Special 


Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transicnt and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 


ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 
Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 





WE ARE REQUIRING AN ENERGETIC, 
reliable flour salesman for Minnesota and 
other districts that can be profitably served 
by our mill. Medina Milling Co., Medina, 
N. D. 


ELEVATOR MACHINERY AND SUPPLY 
house wishes to engage services of man 

















having mechanical knowledge; must be 
good mixer and would prefer that he have 
some knowledge of flour milling. Address 
582, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 
SECOND MILLER—KNOWLEDGE OF 
soft wheat milling required, and one with 
some experience in corn milling preferred; 
night running will be required; must have 
good references; not looking for incompe- 
tents; will start right man at $75 and as 
ability is proved will pay more; good loca- 


tion near Kansas City; cheap rent. Ad- 
dress 586, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 








A FIRST-CLASS MAN TO TAKE ENTIRE 
management of a 1,200-bbi flour mill mak- 
ing both hard and soft wheat flour; mill 
is well located and business established; 
prefer some man who is now working in 
the executive end of a good mill and has 
thorough knowledge of the operation in 
all various departments of a flour mill; 
a good salary and share of profits; must 
have first-class references. Address 6573, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 











SITUATIONS WANTED 




















FOR SALE—200-BBL MILL AND ELEC- 
tric light plant, water and steam power, 
located in northwestern Iowa. Address 
583, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 
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FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 














FOR -SALE—PERFECTION DUST COL- 
lectors—Three No. 35, three No. 86, one 
No. 37, one No. 38, all in good condition, 
but ‘without tubes. Address Geo. P. Plant 
Milling Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


$1,750—AT THE PRICE MENTIONED IT 
can’t be beaten; complete machinery and 
equipment for 150-bbl flour mill; don’t 
form any opinion based upon the price 
mentioned which is a sacrifice price for 
quick sale; write me for our proposition. 
. G. Donahue, 312 Plymouth Building, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 








FOR SALE—ONE PRACTICALLY NEW 
Twin City cross compound engine, rope 
drive, in perfect condition; size 14 and 28 
by 386 inches, capable of developing from 
300 to 880 h-p; only run about four years; 
also one 600 h-p Cochrane feed water 
heater, one Twin City belt drive con- 
denser, two tubular boilers 64 inches by 
18 feet, licensed for 125 lbs steam pres- 
sure; one Smith Vale steam-driven fire 
pump; one belt drive boiler feed pump, 
together with all steam gauges, vacuum 
gauges, piping, fittings, and everything 
“that goes with a first-class steam plant; 
this is no junk, but a first-class steam 
plant in every respect; reason for selling, 
have put in electric power. Address Ten- 
nant & Hoyt Co., Lake City, Minn. 





FOR SALE CHEAP, the following 
machinery, practically new: One Ameri- 
can Blower Fan, 60in; one Howe plat- 
form scale with 60 bu hopper, double 
beam; one invincible receiving separa- 
tor, No. 7, with double fan; one Fair- 
banks gasolineengine, 8 h.-p. C. 8. Chris- 
tensen Co., Madelia, Minnesota. 


Wydler Bolting 
Cloth 
.Grit-Gauzes 


THE E. A.PYNCH CO. 


(INCORPORATED) 


Agents 
311 Turrp AvENUE SouTH 


Minneapolis, Minn. 




















Estabrook 
Laboratory 
Service = ya 


The Estabrook Laboratories, Kansas City, Mo. 


Roll | 


Grinding and 

Corrugating 

High Grade Work 
Twin City Machine Co. 


GARBETT & SCHNEIDER, Props. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Puts you on a wheat 
buying and milling 
equality with the 











AS FLOUR AND FBED SALESMAN IN 
New York or Pennsylvania; six years’ ex- 
perience in flour_and feed business. Ad- 
dress 580, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
nheapolis, 


AS HEAD MILLER IN 100 TO 1,000-BBL 





mill; have had 16 years’ experience in 
large and small mill; can guarantee re- 
sults; will go anywhere. Address 584, care 


Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 








We are large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
Tt may pay you to correspond with us, 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 





AS MANAGER OF MILL UP TO 1,000 BBLS 
or accountant in larger mill; have had ex- 
perience along all lines of office work in 
flour and oat mill; best of references. Ad- 
— 576, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 

eapolis. 





BY AN EXPERIENCED AND ACCOM- 
Dlished miller; thoroughly conversant with 
the varied forms of milling in large, and 
small mills; I will accept second place 


Where steady employment is furnished. 
Address Lock Box 62, Lexington, Oregon. 


—— 





Envelopes boxes, Commercial 


Envelopes, Catalogue Envelopes a spe- 
eialty. Samples on application. 
Also General Printers . 


HEYWOOD MPG. CO., Minneapolis, Minn. 








HEAD MILLER’S POSITION WANTED, 
100- to 500-bbl mill, with live, progressive 
Company; 18 years at the business; young 
man, hustler, thorough mechanic and mill- 

can give you 100 per cent service, 

and have the ability to make your mill 

! references and personal interview 

to reliable parties; let’s get together, Ad- 

dress 7, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 


ee 


MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
S help are advised that this paper has on 
le the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers,’ 
gra buyers and kindred help; also names 
be Managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, oflice men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
fabloy: rs in touch with competent help 
Me, offered, The Northwestern Miller, 

nneapolis, Minn., or branch offices, 





Let Your Next Truck be a 


\ ton to 5 ton 
capacity 


Paha MOTORS TRUCK CO. 
Bt Louis Pontiac, Mich, Ng York 


6 practical 
sizes 








San Francisco Philadelphia 

CUT chewing isa new and 

W.- — we Sttel’ lahae 

salted—no excess sweetening. A smali 
chew lasts and satisfies. 


Made by WEYMAN-BRUTON COMPANY 
50 Union Square, New York City 

































































The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. 
Agents 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. é 


H. C. Caywood, 1115 Second Ave. Sduth 
Great Falls, Mont. 


Specialties : 
XXX Silk—Nos. 7-18 XXX Grit-Gauze—Nos. 14-72 


They are the it and most durable made, and are preferable 
to wire since they do not corrode, and the meshes are always open. 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 
No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 








A. HUHN, President ALEX, G. HUHN, Secretary 


A.HUHN ELEVATOR COMPANY 


OFFICES, 404-406-408 FLOUR EXCHANGE 


FORTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN SELECTING WHEAT ENABLES US 
TO SUPPLY THE MILLING TRADE WITH THE PARTICULAR GRADES 


OF WHEAT WANTED AND CUSTOMERS ORDERING A SPECIAL : MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, 


QUALITY CAN DEPEND UPON GETTING THAT AND NO OTHER 








THE HARRINGTON CO. THE McCAULL-DINSMORECO. 








paladin sich tapas A MINNEAPOLIS CHAMBER COMMERCE, MINNEAPOLIS 
Pacific Coast Grain, Oriental Linseed and Grass Seeds ° e Sask calle 
ft 
sot nace « Milling Wheat fe," 
SATISFACTION 0x great care in the selection iow a ern White and Spring Varieties 
of 7 wheat, and the even and 














uniform grades shipped by us, is a source of great sat- 
isfaction to our customers. 





Oil, YAN DUSEN HARRINGTON ©... > | Taipan Gig Thading Oomgana === 





Transfer Ry. 
Warehousemen—Grain and Merchandise Transferring— foe Roe. 























Storage and Forwarding Ry. 
Barnes-Ames Co. mae 107 Chamber of Commerce, Minneapolis, Minn. “jt =e 
Receivers and Shippers of Gillie RY E Our Specialty . 
Wheat, Flax, Barley, and other Grains 
Chamber of Commerce 201 Board of Trade G. E. GEE GRAIN CO. 
see ee pesenomnithon: eon PA « tran Armour Grain Co Neoia ELevator Co 
CHICAGO, ILL. KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Marfield Grain Company ees. ; 
Can furnish country mills with the qualities of spring Milling \ V heat a Specialt y 
wheat they desire. 
Correspondence solicited. Chamber of Commerce, MINNEAPOLIS 














GOULD GRAIN COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
WHEAT BARLEY OATS CORN 


SCREENINGS AND MILL FEEDS 


Bakers: Ask for Samples and Prices of Barley Flour 

















E. 8. WoopworrtH Cuas. A. Eaton 
President Manager 


CONCRETE 
ELEVATOR CO. 


Spring Wheat 
for Millers 


We can offer you one or a hundred cars. 
Send for samples and prices. Write, 
wire or phone. 

















